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SET TO CHEER! NWCC names cheerleading team for next year. P5

The next chapter

Roadwork
to close
I-55 ramp
BY BOB BAKKEN
MANAGING EDITOR

The Mississippi Department of
Transportation (MDOT) plans to
temporarily close a ramp at the
busy Goodman Road intersection
with I-55 in Southaven this week.
MDOT reports the ramp closure
will affect the I-55 southbound
ramp to the interstate from Goodman Road. Officials will close the
ramp starting at 7 p.m. Wednesday
evening and access will be denied
until 6 a.m. Thursday morning.
The work is part of the resurfacing project being done between
Goodman and Church roads along
I-55, according to spokesman Jace
Ponder with MDOT.
“They’re going in to repair a
section of failed asphalt to prepare
it for the mill and overlay that will
happen later,” Ponder said. “They
are going to have to close down the
ramp to allow the work crews time
and space to cut out a section of
failed asphalt and repair it.”
Similar sections of asphalt have
been worked on in recent weeks,
which meant temporary lane closures in the evening hours on the
southbound lanes of I-55 south of
Goodman Road.
“What they’ve been doing is repairing failed sections to get a good
base down for when they come back
with the mill and overlay trucks,”
Ponder said. “You can expect another closure when they come back
to mill and overlay the entire ramp,
somewhere down the way.”
He added the entire project between Goodman and Church Road
should be completed by the end of
July.

Bob Bakken|DTT (file photo)

Southaven Police Chief Steve Pirtle announced late last week his decision to retire from his position. Pirtle has been in Southaven for more
than 36 years and spent four years with the Horn Lake department before that.

Southaven’s police chief to retire in June
BY BOB BAKKEN

‘There just comes a time in your
life to you need to slow down a
little bit. I’ve had 40 excellent
years in law enforcement that
I’ve enjoyed, but it’s just time
for me to move on and look at
my next chapter in my life.’

MANAGING EDITOR

It’s been on call 24/7/365 for Southaven
Police Chief Steve Pirtle for four decades
of law enforcement, from an officer to
assistant police chief, and as Southaven
Police Chief since 2016, when Tom Long
retired from the position.
After June 15, Pirtle will not have to deal
with late night phone calls, trips to oversee
investigation scenes, or things like that.
During a staff meeting with the entire
force on hand late Friday, Pirtle announced
that he would be retiring from the police
force.
“I called a meeting for the entire department to come because I felt like I owed it to
them to hear it straight from me and not
hear it trickle through and find out little by

Steve Pirtle,
Southaven Police Chief
little,” said Pirtle exclusively to the DeSoto
Times-Tribune Friday afternoon. “They
deserve that. They’re a great staff, they’ve

Reeves, Hood lead candidate fundraising
BY ADAM GANUCHEAU
MISSISSIPPI TODAY

(This article is printed with permission.)
Republican Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves and
Democratic Attorney General Jim Hood
out raised their respective primary
opponents in the fi rst four months of
2019, boosting their candidacies going
into the August primary and fueling
speculation of a formidable November
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general election bout.
Reeves, the second-term lieutenant
governor who has been endorsed by
Gov. Phil Bryant and other GOP officials, raised $1 million between Jan. 1
and April 30, giving himself $6.7 million in cash to spend moving forward.
Hood, the fourth-term attorney
general who observers consider the
Democratic Party’s best shot at the

done a superb job and I felt like that was
the way it needed to be handled for all of
them.”
It’s been no days off for the career officer,
who started with the Horn Lake Police
Department and then came to Southaven
to start what would become more than 36
years helping protect the citizens of the
state’s third-largest city.
“There just comes a time in your life to
you need to slow down a little bit,” Pirtle
said. “I’ve had 40 excellent years in law
enforcement that I’ve enjoyed, but it’s just
time for me to move on and look at my next
chapter in my life.”
Pirtle added a desire to step back was the
only impetus for his upcoming departure
and was not related to a specific incident,
SEE THE NEXT CHAPTER, P2
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Hernando state Rep.
Robert Foster has
raised $73,000 in the
first four months of
his Republican candidacy for governor.
The first-term
legislator has
$18,900 on hand,
according to information released Friday.

SEE REEVES. HOOD, P2
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SPRING CLEANING SPECIAL

$69.95

first unit

*

$40.00 each additional

https://tmheatingandair.com

Includes:
Chemical Cleaning of Condensing Coils
Refrigerant Level Check
Electrical Check
Offer Expires 6/1/19—Must Mention Coupon Code DTT

*Subject to credit approval. See store for details.
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