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Renee Burton found her way to 

nursing through a unique path. 

She grew up knowing she wanted 

to help people in some way, but it 

wasn’t until after she had a family 

that she made the decision to go to 

nursing school — a decision that 

would change her life and so many 

of her future patients’ lives as well. 

Renee did not decide to go to nurs-

ing school until she was in her 40s, 

but she is thankful that she made 

the leap. 

“I didn’t know I’d have the pas-

sion I have now,” she said. “I wish I 

would’ve done it sooner.”

Renee works as a nurse on the 

medical-surgical floor at Methodist 

Olive Branch, known simply as med-

surg to the hospital staff. Her official 

responsibilities include completing 

rounds with doctors, checking vi-

tals, giving medication to patients 

and filling charts. 

Thirty-four individuals in the 

DeSoto County Schools district 

have tested positive for COVID-19 

in the first two weeks of school, 

according to an announcement 

from the district. 23 students and 

11 faculty members tested positive 

across the largest school district 

in the state.

Following potential exposure 

to an infected person, 266 students 

were quarantined.

This is a 88.8% increase in 

cases from last week, when 18 

people tested positive across the 

district and 139 students were 

quarantined.

The district added that some 

schools could have no confirmed 

students cases but still quarantine 

students because of contact with 

an employee.

Cory Uselton, superintendent 

of DeSoto County schools, said that 

he is pleased with how the return 

to school has gone so far, and that 
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Many across the country are working from 

home now, but a few people in DeSoto County 

have started entire businesses in their houses.

Working from home

See page 9

After narrowing the choices for weeks, voters 

now know the state flag design that they will 

see on the ballot in November.

A new flag for Mississippi?

See page 20
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The decline

of COVID-19?

Community action slowed the

spread of the virus, experts say.

What the community does now will 

determine the future of the pandemic. F
or the first time since the 

pandemic began, the number of 

new COVID-19 cases in DeSoto 

County is trending downward.

From March to August, COVID-19 

spread with increasing speed through the 

county. Now, though the number of total 

cases is still growing each day and the 

number of COVID-19-related deaths is at 

an all-time high, transmission of the virus 

is slowing, according to several models 

used to map the trends of the virus in the 

county.

That doesn’t mean it’s time to stop 

following guidelines to prevent the spread 

of the coronavirus, according to health 

care experts. The decline in the virus 

happened because of mask mandates, 

social distancing guidelines, avoiding 

large gatherings and hand hygiene, but 

new cases could spike again if these prac-

tices don’t continue, they said.

Dr. Manoj Jain, an infectious disease 
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Data from the Mississippi State Department of Health

This line represents the data for the number of new cases reported per day in DeSoto 

County since COVID-19 began its spread in March. Because the state’s reporting was 

sometimes late and clustered together, a 15-day moving average has been applied to 

each day’s case report to stabilize the data and make the trend more reliable. During 

the first week of August, which is represented in the peak of this graph, nearly 70 

new cases were being reported each day in DeSoto County.

The Hernando Police Depart-

ment and Mississippi Attorney 

General’s office announced on 

August 21 the completion of an 

investigation dubbed “Operation 

Masked Justice” which resulted in 

the arrest of 23 suspected child pred-

ators in DeSoto County. 

Captain Kyle Hodge of HPD said 

that a majority of these arrests came 

from an investigator working these 

cases part-time, and that if they had 

more manpower, the number of 

arrests would be much higher. 

We could do this 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week,” Hodge said. “If 

we could have worked this full-time 

for eight or nine months, I believe 

we would have arrested 100 people, 

easy.”

The individuals arrested were 

either soliciting minors for sex 

or asking them to produce child 

pornography, according to a state-

ment from Attorney General Lynn 

Fitch. 

Investigators with the Hernando 

Police Department have been 
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Making things better
266 students quarantined
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