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COMMITTED! State’s top basketball recruit commits to play at Kentucky. P6

Fire claims man

An early morning fi re Wednesday 

claimed the life of a 65-year-old Horn 

Lake man and sent four individuals, 

reported to be his relatives, to hospitals 

in Memphis.

A total of six individuals were said to 

have been in the residence at the time of 

the blaze.

DeSoto County Interim Coroner Josh 

Pounders said the man has been iden-

tifi ed as Robert Stull, 65, who perished 

when his home in the 3400 block of 

Castle Drive in Horn Lake was engulfed 

in fl ames.

Pounders said that it appears that Stull 

suffered burns and smoke inhalation. 

Firefi ghters were called to the home 

in the 3400 block of Castle Drive, west 

of Tulane Road and south of Goodman 

Road West, about 6:45 a.m. Wednesday.

According to authorities, several 

rooms of the house sustained heavy 

smoke damage. The fi re itself was con-

tained to a small area of the house.

Pounders said that Stull’s body was 

discovered in an interior room of the 

house.

“The fi re marshal’s offi ce is here still 

investigating,” Pounders said from the 

scene of the fi re. “The other victims were 

transported swiftly from the scene. “I do 

not know the extent of their injuries.”

The injured ranged from two children, 

ages 10 and 11, to a pair of adults, one, a 

male aged 24 and the other, 42-year-old 

female.

The 42 year-old woman has been iden-

tifi ed as Stull’s daughter.

All of the individuals sent to area hos-

pitals suffered injuries but the extent of 

those injuries has not been released.

DeSoto 
still among 

state’s 
healthiest

DeSoto County, among the 

state’s fastest-growing ar-

eas, is also one of the state’s 

healthiest, despite a slight drop 

in ranking from a list of the 

state’s healthiest counties in 

2017.

The ninth annual County 

Health Rankings were recently 

released by the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation and the 

University of Wisconsin Popu-

lation Health Institute.

DeSoto County dropped from 

No. 1 to No. 2 in health out-

comes measured by the length 

and quality of life, including 

the number of babies born and 

the number of low birth-weight 

babies.

“Obviously, DeSoto County 

continues to be a very healthy 

place to live and the report 

spotlights some ways we can 

approve our health outcomes 

in the future,” said Tom Pit-

tman, President and CEO of 

the Community Foundation of 

Northwest Mississippi.

“DeSoto County ranks No. 4 

in health factors which predict 

the future of health outcomes,” 

added Pittman. “The message 

is that DeSoto County needs to 

pay attention to those health 

factors to be able to rise to No. 

1 in the state.”

As fi rst reported on by news 

partner WMC Action News 5 in 

Memphis, good health can be 

affected by a number of factors 

Horn Lake resident dies in fi re that injures four
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From left, Erika Fritz and Nicholas Hauman help trim shrubs during a serve 

day done by Cornerstone Church in Southaven. A citywide Southaven Serve 

Day is planned for Saturday, May 5.

Southaven Serve Day aims to give back 
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‘The fi re marshal’s offi  ce is here 
still investigating. The other 

victims were transported swift-
ly from the scene. I do not know 

the extent of their injuries.’

DeSoto County Interim Coroner Josh Pounders
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A Horn Lake Police offi  cer cordons off  the 3400 block of Castle Drive where a fi re early Wednesday claimed the life of a 65-year-old Horn 

Lake man.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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DeSoto County’s largest city should have 
an even shinier look to it after Saturday, May 
5, when the fi rst Southaven Serve Day takes 
place.  

That will mean a physical shine in the clean-
er appearance in areas of the city that need 
attention. It will also mean a shine of pride for 
the people who took a morning to give back to 
their community.  

The event is aimed as a city cleanup day, but 
also a means of introducing residents to the 
many groups that give back on a daily basis 
to Southaven, according to Serve Southaven 
Director Tracy Gallagher, who’s hopeful of a 
good turnout.  

“People do not realize the nonprofi ts we have 
in Southaven,” Gallagher said. “All of the non-

profi ts will be there that day.”
Gallagher added those who sign up are asked 

to come to the Forever Young entrance, where 
Mayor Darren Musselwhite will greet and 
introduce them to the day. 

“Serve Day is the ultimate example of why 
our Serve Southaven outreach program was 
created, which is to match the wonderful 
people in our city that want to help with those 
that are in need,” Musselwhite said. “Our 
program is just now beginning to reach full 
stride because of the incredible organizational 
efforts of Director Tracy Gallagher.”

Those who volunteer to help will be then 
sent out to different parts of the city to do 
beautifi cation and other projects.

“Several churches around the area have 
been doing service days,” noted Gallagher. “I 
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