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As the first doses of a COVID-19 
vaccine are expected in Mississippi in 
the coming days, health care systems 
in DeSoto County and across the region 
are being stretched to their limits.

The first doses of the new COVID-19 
vaccine, which 
is 95% effec-
tive, according 
to trials, are 
expected to 
come to Missis-
sippi next week. 
The supply 
expected before 
the end of the 
year, though, 
will not be large 
enough to stop the 
crisis of an overwhelmed health care 
system across the state without other 
measures, according to State Health 
Officer Dr. Thomas Dobbs.

Dobbs said that it is possible that 
1000 more people in the state die before 
the end of the year, if enough people 
continue to ignore safety guidelines 
like wearing masks or avoiding public 
gatherings.

DeSoto County, with well over 
11,000 infected and 110 dead from the 
virus since March, is no exception to 
the health care crisis gripping the state.

Methodist Olive Branch Hospital 
has nearly doubled its ICU bed capac-
ity, according to data from the state 
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One Hernando woman’s plan to keep the 

Hernando Christmas parade going — even 

through a pandemic — has been approved.

Drive-thru parade approved

See page 10

Join Blue Ribbon Cleaners & Laundry and The DeSoto Times-Tribune in working to make 

Christmas a little bit more special for families in need. Come by The DeSoto Times-Tri-

bune or Blue Ribbon Cleaners & Laundry to drop off Toys For Tots.

Help us make Christmas special for children in need

See page 6
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County sports not changing 

policy after new health 

department guidance

See page 8

Past pollution in county 

linked to increased COVID-19 

mortality rate in new study

See page 4

Against Dobbs’ 
new guidance, 
church services 

continue

Vaccines 
coming

next week

Hernando wards back in balance, but not for long

25,000 dose shipment for 

front-line workers;

Dobbs says vaccine alone will 

not solve current crisis

Redistricting took 
aldermen four years and 

cost over $60,000

By Daniel Payne

daniel@dttclick.com

By Will Stribling

will@dttclick.com

By Erin Killion

erin@dttclick.com

The top map, recently approved by the City of Hernando, is based on the 2010 census, and 

will need to be redrawn once the 2020 census results are released.

Maps Courtesy: The City of Hernando

Maps Courtesy: The City of Hernando

Local hospital expands ICU capacity

In a Tuesday press conference, 
State Health Officer Dr. Thomas 
Dobbs reiterated the dangers in 
attending large gatherings as the 
COVID-19 pandemic worsens in 
the state. Still, church services are 
continuing as normal across the 
county. 

Dobbs addressed church services 
specifically in the press conference 
and urged people to view services 
online. 

“Is it safe to do in-person church? 
There are safer ways to do it,” Dobbs 
said. “The safest way to do it and the 
smartest way to do it is virtual.”

Dobbs said that, while wearing 
masks and avoiding actions that 
increase virus spread like singing is 
safer, the best option is to worship 
from home. 

Chad Everson, senior pastor at 
Trinity Baptist Church, said that 
while he encourages the immu-
nocompromised members of his 
congregation to stay home, all 
precautions being taken are up to 
the attendee’s discretion. 

“My job is to deliver the truth and 
to exercise wisdom and precaution,” 
Everson said. “There are people all 
over the map on this.”

Everson acknowledged that 
there is a wide variety of opinions 
when it comes to the effectiveness 
of masks and how seriously the 
virus should be taken. He said that 
his church offers its services online, 
and that he does not plan to make 
changes regarding their current 
safety protocols. 

According to Everson, Trinity 
Baptist church offers masks but does 
not require attendees to wear them. 
The church has sanitizing stations, 
and there is also space for attend-

The 2021 elections for Hernan-

do’s Board of Aldermen will occur 

under a newly approved district-

ing plan, which decreased the 

disparities in the populations of 

its wards from 98.43% to 6.3%. 

The plan took more than four 

years to develop, cost $68,535.53 

and will be out of compliance with 

federal law in just a few months 

after the 2020 Census data is 

released.

Hernando had not redrawn its 

six wards since 2008, though state 

law requires redistricting be done 

within six months of new census 

data becoming available. Federal 

law also requires the populations 

of local legislative districts to be 

“substantially equal,” with the 

legally accepted standard being 

that the largest and smallest 

districts be no more than 10% 

apart in their population. 

The purpose of the recent 

redistricting effort was to prevent 

legal challenges to overturn 2021 

Hernando elections because of the 

inequities in ward populations.

The disparity in the popula-

tions of Hernando’s wards meant 

that, for years, votes from those 

living in smaller population wards 

carried much more weight than 

their neighbors in higher popula-

tion wards in Board of Aldermen 

elections. This means that some 

aldermen represented a much 

larger group of voters than others. 

For example, under the 2008 map, 

Ward 3 has a population of 3,293 

while Ward 2 has just 982, but 

both wards have the same repre-

sentation on the Board of Alder-

men. 

The newly adopted districting 

plan was approved on Nov. 17 in a 

4-3 vote, with the tie between the 

aldermen being broken by Mayor 

Tom Ferguson. Aldermen Gary 
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