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The Well in Lewisburg recently opened a 

new nonprofit trailer with a menu full of 

coffee, breakfast and lunch options. 

A new food trailer in town

See page 5

Join Blue Ribbon Cleaners & Laundry and The DeSoto Times-Tribune in working to make 

Christmas a little bit more special for families in need. Come by The DeSoto Times-Tri-

bune or Blue Ribbon Cleaners & Laundry to drop off Toys For Tots.

Help us make Christmas special for children in need

See page 2
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Part of county 
at risk of losing 
sewage service

County faces 
ICU shortages 

as virus spreads 
faster than ever

County offers Memphis less 

than half the rate others

pay for the service

By Will Stribling

will@dttclick.com

By Daniel Payne

daniel@dttclick.com

DeSoto’s Best is here.
Nominations open from Dec. 16 to Jan 15

See page 16 for details.

Following the cancellation of the Hernando 
Christmas parade, some residents have joined to 
come up with a creative, safe alternative. The solu-
tion, a “reverse parade,” addresses the COVID-19 
related concerns of holding a parade, but it also 
comes with its own set of logistical hurdles. 

Originally scheduled for Dec. 7, the Hernando 
Main Street Chamber of Commerce announced 
Nov. 18 that the beloved Christmas parade was 
canceled because of the ongoing threat of COVID-19. 

After seeing multiple ideas being considered 
on Facebook, Julie Hopkins, a parent and former 
teacher from Hernando, came up with a unique 
solution. She proposed the idea of a reverse 
parade, and other residents instantly jumped on 
the idea.

“I heard that several cities around us are doing 
a reverse parade,” Hopkins said. “I wanted to pres-
ent this as an option for Hernando.”

In a reverse parade, Hopkins said that floats 
and participants will be parked along the parade 
route, and cars can drive by to view the parade. 
This would be a safer option compared to a tradi-

Most of Southaven and Horn 
Lake have enjoyed cheap sewage 
treatment from the city of Memphis 
for decades, and DeSoto County 
officials are fighting to keep it that 
way. 

With the contract for service 
set to expire in 2023 and Memphis 
having no intent to extend it, 
both parties have taken the issue 
to federal court. In an attempt to 
end the litigation, DeSoto County 
offered to pay Memphis nearly five 
times what it pays now to extend 
the contract for another 30 years.

That offer is still well below 
market rates, though, and less 
than half of what customers are 
charged in the areas served by the 
county’s own sewer service. 

On Nov. 5, attorneys for the 
Horn Lake Creek Basin Sewer 
Interceptor District sent Memphis 
Mayor Jim Strickland a letter 
offering to pay $1.80 per 1,000 
gallons treated if the contract 
were extended. The current rate 
for DeSoto County is $0.40 per 
1,000 gallons. For comparison, 
Memphis charges retail custom-
ers within city limits $3.32 for that 
level of treatment. The DeSoto 
County Regional Utility Authority 
has charged its customers $3.64 for 
the same service. 

Memphis leaders have not 
responded to the offer or acknowl-
edged it publicly. Officials at The 
DeSoto County Regional Utility 
Authority did not respond to inter-
view requests for this article by the 
time of publication. 

“For the past 45 years we 
have enjoyed a good and mutu-

With well over 10,000 cases, over 
100 deaths, few or no ICU beds avail-
able and a moving average of over 
100 new cases reported each day, the 
pandemic is worse than ever in DeSoto 
County, according to several measures.

After the county recently set a new 
record for the moving average of the 
most new daily cases, averaging 111 
new cases each day over the last seven 
days, the state health department 
expanded COVID-19 testing in the area.

“I do think (the pandemic is) at 
the worst that it’s ever been, at least 
for our region,” Dr. Shailesh Patel, the 
chief medical officer at Methodist Olive 
Branch, said.

DeSoto County now has a higher 
average of new daily cases per capita 
than Shelby County, Los Angeles 
County, New York County and Miami-
Dade County.

The pandemic is also worsening 
across much of Mississippi.

In a Wednesday health alert from 
Dobbs, he urged Mississippians to 
avoid any nonessential social gath-
erings, including weddings, funer-
als, parties, sporting events, church 
services or any other gathering outside 
of the nuclear household.

A health alert indicates the high-
est level of importance and warrants 
immediate attention from recipients. 
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Saving Christmas spirit

One woman hopes to 

make the Hernando 

Christmas parade  

safe to hold during a 

pandemic. 

By Erin Killion

and Will Stribling

See Parade on page 5 See Sewage on page 4See Virus on page 8

• DeSoto County sees more new 

daily cases than major metro 

areas across the U.S.

• Few or no ICU beds are 

available in the county; some 

hospitals in the state have 

waitlists for critical care.

• Health experts say it will get 

worse before getting better.

What we know
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