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REBELS’ FINALE!  Southaven native Davis looks to lead Ole Miss to NCAA tourney. P6

Christmas tradition

John David Wheeler is all about tradi-

tions at Christmas time. 

Wheeler, a Southaven alderman who 

has been involved in home building 

and restaurant ownership, in addition 

to being active as a known barbecue pit 

master, spends part of Christmas Day 

each year with family and a bunch of his 

cooking brethren in the Pinch District 

of Memphis cooking meals. Upwards of 

1,300 to be exact.  

About 10 years ago, Wheeler learned 

about what was done at Westy’s, a restau-

rant and bar in the shadow of what is 

now the Bass Pro Shops Pyramid. 

Owner Jake Schorr has, for at least 15 

years, opened Westy’s on Christmas Day 

to whoever needed a hot meal.

“I actually haven’t counted, but it’s 

about that,” Schorr said, adding he has 

done the same thing each Thanksgiving.  

Wheeler said when he learned about 

what Westy’s was doing, he wanted to be 

a part of it.  

“A roofer of mine asked if I could cook 

some turkeys for this event,” Wheeler 

explained. “I didn’t know what it was 

for, but it was Thanksgiving. I cooked 

them at home and they were brought 

down here, but I wanted to come down 

and see where they were going. I just 

cooked them that year and I came back 

at Christmas. I’ve done 10 years of 

Christmas and seven of Thanksgiving, 

because we did three years in Hernando 

at Hill Street but they don’t do that event 

anymore.”

Holiday 
hours set 

for 
county

End of the year business with 

DeSoto County government 

will need to be completed by 

Friday with county offi ces 

closing for the New Year’s Day 

holiday.  

All county offi ces will be 

closed for the holiday on 

Monday, Dec. 31 and again on 

Tuesday, Jan. 1. The move will 

not affect Emergency Services, 

however. 

The DeSoto County Board 

of Supervisors is to have a 

meeting in executive session 

Friday morning on a matter 

board president Mark Gardner 

said Wednesday should take 

a short amount of time but 

involved a matter that needed 

to be addressed before the end 

of the year.  

The coming holiday will 

again mean any leftover pack-

age wrapping will be picked up 

a day later than normal.  

Residents of the unincorpo-

rated areas in DeSoto County 

will again be affected by differ-

ent collection schedules simi-

lar to what took place during 

the Christmas holiday.  

Waste Pro will not service 

county residential garbage and 

recycle customers on Tuesday, 

Jan. 1.

There will be collection 

on Monday, Dec. 31, but the 

remainder of the week will 

Southaven alderman, pit master, serves for needy a holiday meal

Bob Bakken|DTT

Post offi  ces, such as the Nesbit Post Offi  ce off  Pleasant Hill Road and Old Highway 51, 
are not aff ected by the partial government shutdown. The United States Postal Service 
funds its operations through its own sales rather than tax dollars, so regular delivery 
services will continue. 

Shutdown may cause little inconvenience 
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Ninety-nine-point-nine percent 
of people in this area of the 

country are not eating as good a 
food as we’re serving. And you 

know that.’

Jake Schorr, Westy’s owner
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John David Wheeler, a known BBQ pit master and Southaven city alderman who is also active in Operation BBQ Relief eff orts to natural di-
saster victims and responders, loads cut loins into a smoker at Westy’s. The restaurant and bar in Memphis’ Pinch District opens up to feed 
Christmas Day meals to those in need each year.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

In case you didn’t know, the U.S. 

government is in the middle of a partial 

government shutdown. It is likely its 

impact has had little or no effect on 

your daily living, however.  

Since midnight Friday, about 25 

percent of the federal government had 

either closed or remained operating 

without pay. 

The shutdown came about with 

Congress unable to reach agreement 

with President Donald Trump by a 

Dec. 21 deadline on a short term federal 

spending bill that would have kept the 

government operating. 

Democratic leaders have refused to 

support a bill that President Trump in-

sisted include more than $5 billion for a 

Southern border wall, thus the impasse 

and the resulting halt of services.  Last 

Wednesday, it appeared there was no 

end in sight and Congress went home 

for the Christmas holiday.  

Without the funding support, some 

government offi ces have either closed 

or went to barebones staffi ng and ser-

vices.

One bit of good news, especially in 

DeSoto County, is that all of the county 

post offi ces remain open. 

The U.S. Postal Service is indepen-

dent of direct funding from Washing-

ton because its sales of products and 

services keep post offi ces operating, 
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