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IT’S A WRAP! Quistors’ comeback year completed in North Half appearance. P6

Time travelers

To borrow a phrase from Mississippi’s 

Nobel Prize-winning author William 

Faulkner, the “past is never dead — it’s 

not even past.”

Students from Hernando High School 

took a trip back in time on Monday to 

DeSoto County’s rich past as they toured 

the DeSoto County Museum.

The 9-12 grade students are enrolled in 

instructor Margaret Hicks’ Local Cul-

ture Class at Hernando High School.

The fi eld trip to the museum took just 

under 10 minutes but students traveled 

far back into the county’s distant past — 

some 12,000 years or more.

Students got a lesson in the story of 

the Chickasaws who lived, hunted and 

fi shed in what is now DeSoto County for 

centuries before being forcibly removed 

during the “Trail of Tears” to what is 

now modern-day Oklahoma during the 

1830s.

“These native Americans survived 

and lived off the land long before there 

was any Walmart,” said DeSoto County 

Museum Executive Director Brian Hicks 

to the group of students gathered in the 

Native American exhibit in the museum. 

Hicks is the husband of Margaret Hicks.

Students learned about the forced mi-

gration of the Chickasaw and glimpsed 

examples of pottery, arrowheads and 

farming implements used by the native 

Chickasaw people.

Hicks pointed out the fi rst European 

that the native Chickasaw encountered 

was the Spanish explorer Hernando 

DeSoto. His armies not only brought 

swine and modern military warfare, but 

diseases like smallpox, which wiped out 

entire villages in the New World.

“They landed in Tampa Bay, Fla. 

Body 
found 

fl oating 
in river

The body of a 52-year-old 

man was discovered fl oating in 

the Mississippi River near the 

Tunica County-DeSoto County 

line on Sunday, according to 

DeSoto County Coroner Jeff 

Pounders.

“On Sunday, around 9 a.m., 

there were people on board 

a tugboat and a barge who 

reported the sighting of a body 

in the river around the Tuni-

ca and DeSoto County line,” 

Pounders said.

Pounders said that author-

ities were alerted and the 

DeSoto County Search and 

Rescue Squad responded to the 

scene, using their personnel to 

retrieve the body.

According to Pounders, the 

man was identifi ed as Garland 

Woods, 52, who had reportedly 

jumped from the Hernando 

DeSoto River Bridge back on 

Nov. 6.

“We checked with Memphis 

authorities and they said they 

had the video of the man jump-

ing into the river,” Pounders 

said.

Pounders said that Woods 

had phoned Memphis Police to 

alert them to the fact that he 

planned to jump.

Pounders said the man’s 

vehicle was discovered at the 

scene of where he plunged to 

his death.

Pounders said that it ap-

peared that Woods was dealing 

Students learn story of DeSoto County seat

Courtesy photo

First place group winners at 

the recent DeSoto Coun-

ty Schools Reading Fair 

included Lucy Thomas and 

Cora Thomas of Lewisburg 

Primary School, and Ryan 

Bass, Jayla Moss, and Kohyn 

Hays of Walls Elementary 

School. DCS Supt. Cory 

Uselton congratulated the 

winners.

Read all about it … stories come alive

SEE TIME TRAVELERS, P2

SEE BODY, P2

‘I like history. It’s cool and inter-
esting to learn where we came 
from and know how our town 

and our county started.’

Lee Pierce, Jr., Hernando High School student
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Students from Hernando High School enrolled in instructor Margaret Hicks’ Local Culture class recently toured the historic Crumpler-Fergu-

son log cabin, the former First Presbyterian Church and the DeSoto County Museum.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
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Storybook characters came alive for 
students in the DeSoto County School 
District recently, literally springing off 
the page and leaping to life.

More than 60 winners attended the 
DeSoto County Reading Fair, held 
Friday, Nov. 3 at the Central Services 
offi ces in Hernando. 

The students were all winners 
from their respective DeSoto County 

School and were competing in the Dis-
trict Reading Fair.

Students stood by their reading proj-
ects and waited for the judges to come 
and ask questions.

They had to know obvious the 
facts about their book, such as the 
author, title, plot, climax, setting and 
characters. They also had to answer 
any other questions about the book that 

SEE READING FAIR, P2
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