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Akil Thomas made his home in DeSoto County 
as a preschooler while his father Kahlil starred 
for the Memphis RiverKings hockey team in 
2001-2004. Now, Akil has grown up into a hockey 
star and was drafted Saturday by the NHL Los 
Angeles Kings as a high second-round pick.

The 18-year-old now lives in Toronto, Canada, 
but credits his childhood friend Noah Costa 
with getting him into his fi rst experience in 
hockey in DeSoto County.

“Ever since that day, there was no turning 
back,” he said.

Noah died in a tragic accident at the age of 16 
but continued to impact Akil’s career through 
the Noah’s Gift fund established at the Commu-
nity Foundation of Northwest Mississippi in his 
memory. 

When he was 14, Akil applied for a grant from 
the fund designed to provide extraordinary 
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Making contact

Radio frequencies across the world are 

always busy, providing entertainment 

and important information across the 

miles or friendly discourse between 

operators.

Amateur radio operators, sometimes 

also called “hams” for ham radio, were 

busy this weekend putting their equip-

ment and antennas to work taking part 

in the American Relay Radio League’s 

(ARRL) annual Field Day event.  It’s an 

event the ARRL has done each year since 

1933.  

Clubs all over set up “base stations” 

that were run completely off generator 

power and from 1 p.m. Saturday to 1 p.m. 

Sunday attempted to make and log as 

many contacts as their could with other 

operators, regardless of where they may 

be.  

The Chickasaw Amateur Radio Asso-

ciation (CARA) of Hernando, of which 

Ed Thornsburg, also known in amateur 

radio as KF8PD, is President, established 

one such base station at The Arena at 

Southaven.

Volunteers from the DeSoto County 

Emergency Management Agency (EMA) 

were also taking part in the weekend 

activity.  

Club members explained that Field 

Day is not just a friendly competition 

between clubs to determine who can 

make the most contacts in a 24-hour 

period, but it also shows the public what 

amateur radio can do in times of disaster 

and crisis when other communications 

forms, such as your cell phone or inter-

net, won’t be available.  

Democrats 
back Baria 

in runoff 
Democrats in DeSoto County have 

helped to select state Rep. David 

Baria as the party’s candidate in the 

November U.S. Senate race.  

Unoffi cial fi nal vote totals in 41 

DeSoto County precincts had Baria, 

the state House Minority Leader 

from Bay St. Louis, selected over 

Howard Sherman, a venture capital-

ist of Meridian, by a 1,031-558 count.

Sherman is also known as the 

husband of Mississippi native and 

actress Sela Ward.

Statewide, Baria was elected with 

58.5 percent of the vote over Sher-

man.  

Tuesday’s election determined the 

Democratic opponent to incumbent 

U.S. Senator Roger Wicker, who won 

his party’s nod for re-election in the 

June 5 primary.

Libertarian Danny Bedwell and 

Reform Party candidate Shawn 

O’Hara will also be challenging the 

incumbent U.S. Senator in Novem-

ber. 

Tuesday’s vote counting in DeSoto 

County was slowed by equipment 

glitches that resulted in delays, 

admitted election offi cials.

Implementation of instantaneous 

transmission of the ballot data from 

the polls, a new technology being 

used by election offi cials for this 

runoff, hit a snag and the results 

had to be trucked back to Hernan-

do for counting, as they have been 

previously done. 

Offi cials had chosen Tuesday’s 

vote to implement instantaneous 

electronic transmission of results 

from precincts because the turnout 

was expected to be light.  

“It’s not working so they are man-

ually bringing in the results like 

they used to do,” said Circuit Clerk 

Dale Kelly Thompson.

Amateur radio operators reach out to the world
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Akil Thomas, 
who grew up in 
Hernando, was 
a second round 
pick in the NHL 
draft. He is the 
son of former 
Memphis River-
Kings forward 
Kahlil Thomas.

Scoring goals in life key to NHL Draft pick

SEE MAKING CONTACT, P2

‘If the electric goes down, if 
commercial communications 

fail, we’ve still got 
communications, so we can 

set up and keep things running 
until they can get back up and in 

operation again.’

Ed Thornsburg, Chickasaw Amateur Radio Association 
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Chickasaw Amateur Radio Association member Keith Clardy (KG5PBJ) makes a contact during the American Relay Radio League’s annual Field 
Day in Southaven. Radio operators make worldwide contacts during a weekend and show what can be done during emergency situations. 
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