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Memory Maker

William “Bill” Myers, a Hernando 

attorney, speaks fondly of  his late wife 

Wendy and in terms of  the memories she 

made for the students she was around 

during her time as an educator. 

“She made a lot of  memories for a 

lot of  people,” Myers said this week as 

balloons in Wendy’s honor were lifted 

outside Hernando Hills Elementary 

School, where she served as assistant 

principal until she passed away at age 45 

from a rare form of  small-cell carcinoma 

in early January.  

The lifelong Hernando resident was 

fi rst diagnosed with the cancer in Octo-

ber 2017 and continued at Hernando Hills 

through treatments, trying to fi ght the 

disease.  

The Tuesday afternoon balloon launch 

was done not only to celebrate what 

Myers meant to the school and what she 

did for the school. It was also done to an-

nounce the progress that had been made 

to make a vision of  hers a reality. That vi-

sion was for a special type of  playground, 

said principal Stephanie Gilder.  

“She really had a vision for a different 

type of  playground and an expansion to 

provide children with musical opportu-

nities and more inspiration out there,” 

Gilder said. “She had started work on 

that, so we’ve been fundraising to contin-

ue to put that fundraising into place and 

we’ve continued with our plans.”

What will be called the Memory Maker 

Power 
outage 
aff ects 

Olive 
Branch

A vast majority of  Olive Branch 

and adjacent areas found them-

selves in the dark, so to speak, for 

up to one hour Thursday morn-

ing.

Power was lost among a ma-

jority of  Northcentral Electric 

Power Association’s customers in 

the city and some outlying areas 

about 8 a.m. 

Spokesman Justin Jaggers re-

ported that Northcentral began to 

lose power to eight of  the coopera-

tive’s 10 substations.

It is believed that an equipment 

failure at the Tennessee Valley Au-

thority’s (TVA) Freeport transmis-

sion substation was the cause.  

At one time, as many as 30,087 

of  the cooperative’s 33,000 meters 

were without power. 

Most were returned to service in 

just a short amount of  time, it was 

reported, however about 18,000 

customers did not get their power 

back until just before 9 a.m.  

“Northcentral linemen, along 

with our engineering department, 

were quickly dispatched, and 

within eight minutes, we were 

able to restore 74 percent of  our 

total outages,” Jaggers said in a 

news release. 

Balloons lifted to remember late educator
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Sam Rikard, for-

mer mayor of 

Olive Branch, greets 

Chickasaw Elemen-

tary School students 

Wednesday morning 

at the entrance to 

Blocker Cemetery, 

where he explains 

the importance of 

Milton Blocker as 

the future city’s fi rst 

settler.

Students walk through city history

SEE MEMORY  MAKER, P2

‘Her heart was totally about 
children. Every decision she 

made was about what’s best for 
children.’

Stephanie Gilder, Hernando Hills principal
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Red balloons are lifted into the air to remember Hernando Hills assistant principal Wendy Myers Tuesday afternoon outside the school. My-

ers, who passed away in early January at the age of 45, had a special Memory Maker playground for the school in the works and fundraising 

for the playground has passed the halfway mark toward completion.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

Sam Rikard, for-

Chickasaw Elemen-

Wednesday morning 

Blocker Cemetery, 

where he explains 

settler.

In a place rich in history, Olive 
Branch is glad to share their history 
with their future, something that was 
again done this week through the fi fth 
annual History Tour for the city’s ele-
mentary students.  

Tuesday and Wednesday of  this 
week, youngsters were invited to 
walk through time, beginning at the 
entrance to the city’s historic Blocker 
Cemetery, where they were greeted by 

Milton Blocker, considered the fi rst 
settler to what would become Olive 
Branch.  

Sam Rikard, the city’s former mayor, 
welcomed the youngsters to the area, 
and as Milton Blocker, explained 
Blocker’s importance to Olive Branch’s 
beginnings.  

“Mr. Blocker was the fi rst settler that 
we know that settled here, along with 
his brother-in-law Stephen Flinn,” 
Rikard explained. “They came together 
and this is where it all began for us.”

SEE WALK THROUGH CITY HISTORY, P2

Tımes-Trıbune WeekendTımesTımesTımesTımesTımesTımesTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTımes-Trıbune Weekend

BY BOB  BAKKEN
MANAGING  EDITOR

BY BOB  BAKKEN
MANAGING  EDITOR

BY BOB  BAKKEN
MANAGING  EDITOR


