
They have been appearing at street 
corners all across DeSoto County in the 
past few weeks. You may have also seen 
them lining sidewalks in residential 
areas. The gardens and displays exude a 
sense of  excitement, freedom… and yes, 
even innocence. 

The blue pinwheels, part of  the annual 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
awareness effort, are meant to remind us 
of  childhood innocence harshly snatched 
away by child abuse. 

“They are a symbol for hope and heal-
ing,” said Healing Hearts Child Advocacy 
Center Executive Director Sally Wil-
liams. “It’s a fun symbol that represents 
children and their playful nature, so 
when you see them spinning it reminds 
you of  a good time and fun time.”  

Healing Hearts Child Advocacy Center 
is the resource and a voice for children 
when there is a suspicion that child 
abuse has taken place in DeSoto and Tate 
counties. The center has been in exis-
tence for seven years and saw 125 chil-

dren that first year, in 2013.  
Signs next to the pinwheel gardens 

state that 609 children were assisted by 
the center in the past year, an average 
of  over 1.6 children a day for a 12-month 
period.  Healing Hearts offers advocacy, 
treatment, education, and prevention 
efforts.  

“They can come to us to heal,” Wil-
liams said. “That starts with the forensic 
interview and the family advocates. 
Then, it goes into the mental health ser-
vices that we provide and the feeling that 
there is somebody there to listen to them, 
care about them and to tell them that it is 
not their fault.”  

Statistics show that one out of  seven 

children across the country experience 
child abuse at some point in their child-
hood. Most recent numbers from the 
Children’s Bureau, dating back to 2017, 
indicated that nearly 10,500 children in 
Mississippi were abused in that year. It 
is a 40-percent increase from the report 
issued in 2013.  

The risk of  child abuse has grown 
during the coronavirus pandemic with 
stay-at-home orders keeping youngsters 
domiciled and less able to express a need 
outside of  the four walls of  their home.  

“It’s something we’ve been very con-
cerned about,” Williams said. “This is a 
stressful time for anybody. Stress points 
have been raised and we’re worried 
about certain children being caught at 
the end of  those stressors.”

Williams added that, under Mississippi 
law, everyone has a legal responsibility to 
report possible child abuse.  

“In Mississippi, we are all mandated 
reporters,” Williams explained. “You 
don’t need to have proof  to report child 
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COVID-19
UPDATE

The latest figures on positive 
cases of coronavirus in DeSoto 
County have offered a small bit 
of hope. 

The Mississippi State De-
partment of Health reports 
DeSoto County still has the 
second-largest number of pos-
itive cases since the pandemic 
started in mid-March. Howev-
er, as of 6 p.m. Tuesday, that 
number has risen by only six 
in the past two days, including 
a rise of just one on Tuesday, 
compared to Monday.  

In DeSoto County, 244 posi-
tive cases have been reported, 
which is the second-most of 
any county in the state and five 
above Tuesday. Hinds County 
remains the Mississippi county 
with the most number of cases 
reported at 377.

As a state, the Magnolia 
State has seen 4,894 positive 
cases of COVID-19 as of 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, an increase of 178 
since Monday evening at the 
same.

In Mississippi, 193 people 
have died from coronavirus as 
of Tuesday evening, compared 
to 183 at the same time on 
Monday evening. Eighteen of 
that number have succumbed 
from the virus in Lauderdale 
County, the most of any one 
county. Twelve have died in Le-
flore County and 10 have died 
in Pearl River County.  

Of 470 long-term care facility 

Fleming named to lead Senatobia schools
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The blue pinwheel is symbolic of innocence and is a national symbol for child abuse prevention. Pinwheel gardens are found through DeSo-

to County as awareness indicators for the Healing Hearts Child Advocacy Center during April Child Abuse Prevention Month.  

In the past few years, Chris Fleming has led Lewisburg 
High School to become the top high school in the state of  
Mississippi. 

Fleming now is about to lead an entire school district 
with the expectations of  similar success.

In a news release from the Mississippi School Boards 
Association, the Senatobia Municipal School District 
Board of  Education announced it has named Fleming as its 
new superintendent, beginning July 1. He will replace Jay 
Foster, who is retiring 

“We accepted applications from many strong candidates 
and after interviewing, the decision to hire Chris Flem-
ing was unanimous among our board members,” said Dr. 
Brant Kairit, Senatobia School District board president. 

“Mr. Fleming has a strong desire to be successful. He has 
demonstrated this at Lewisburg High School by leading 
it to being ranked as the top high school in the state of  
Mississippi two of  the past three years according to US 
News & World Report. We are looking forward to him and 
his family becoming a part of  our community as he leads 
some of  the most dedicated administrators and teachers in 
the state.”

Fleming has helped Lewisburg High stand out as a top-
ranked school in the state and he has also been recognized 
individually for what he has accomplished there.  

In 2012 and in 2017, Fleming was named the Principal 
of  the Year by the Mississippi Association of  Secondary 
School Principals, an organization of  which he is currently 
a board member.  The Delta State University graduate has 
also served on the Mississippi Department of  Education 
(MDE) Superintendents’ Principals Advisory Panel and the 
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Healing Hearts offers a safe place for victims of child abuse
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‘We are a place where those 
children can come and tell their 
story and we are a place where 

they can heal.’

Sally Williams, 
Healing Hearts Child Advocacy Center
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Lewisburg High School principal Chris Flem-

ing has been named the new superintendent 

of the Senatobia Municipal School District, 

starting July 1. Fleming has led Lewisburg to 

become a top-ranked high school in Mississip-

pi since taking lead of the school in 2013.  SEE FLEMMING  NAMED  TO  LEAD, P12


