
Sherry Johnson is nothing but positive 
about youngsters and what they can be, 
regardless of where they come from.  Since 
starting in her church 13 years ago, John-
son’s mentoring program has injected that 
positivity in youngsters from kindergar-
ten to college age.  

The concept Johnson started in 2007 
and then took to Southaven High School, 
where she was a teacher, has now expand-
ed to the community and beyond. 

She is now founder/owner/CEO of 

the Better Life Foundation and Men-
toring Programs, under which are the 
D.I.V.A.A.S. and G.E.N.T.S. mentoring 
programs to take those who may not 

know about the skills of social graces and 
academic success and make them better 
people, ready for the real world.  

Johnson took on the name D.I.V.A.A.S. 
for her program for young women, a name 
that stands for Divine Individuals Victori-
ous and Appointed for Success. A similar 
program for young men, titled G.E.N.T.S. 
was started as Johnson saw a need for 
them, as well.  

She added that with the expansion of 
her successful program into other parts of 
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Dreams to reality

OB murder 
case nets 
trio, one 
sought

Two Olive Branch men are 

being held in connection with 

a murder investigation from 

last Saturday, Feb. 1 in Olive 

Branch.

Their arrests came following 

a high-speed chase that started 

in Tunica County and ended 

in DeSoto County that same 

morning.

A third person was separate-

ly arrested and another person 

is being sought, all related to 

the shooting death of 25-year-

old Justin Edward Jones at 

an Olive Branch apartment 

complex.

Authorities identified those 

arrested after the car chase as 

28-year-old Willie Lee Aus-

tin and 37-year-old Michael 

Kincaid Shipp, both of Olive 

Branch.

Tunica County deputies 

attempted the stop the car they 

were in for a minor traffic 

violation shortly before 10 a.m. 

in Robinsonville. Instead of 

stopping, the car sped away 

and the deputies gave chase.

DeSoto County deputies were 

setting up a roadblock as the 

car continued north on High-

way 61 near state Highway 3, 

but the driver suspect instead 

headed east on I-69 into DeSoto 

County.

The chase kept on with Her-
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Patricia Clayton of Lewisburg High School is the DeSoto County School District Teacher of 

the Year. Clayton teaches German I, PSAT and ACT Prep at Lewisburg. She will be part of a 

reception for all the DCS Teachers of the Year this afternoon at 5 p.m. in Hernando.  

Lewisburg’s Clayton named top teacher

Bob Bakken|DTT

Members of the DIVAAS mentoring program rehearse a part of a program observing Black History Month being presented this evening at 

Southaven High School. A weekly program held each Saturday morning for both girls and a similar program called GENTS teaches life skills 

and offers positive opportunities to youngsters from kindergarten to college age. 

Lewisburg High School instructor Pa-
tricia Clayton quickly discovered once 
she started teaching that the classroom 
was where she needed to be. 

Today, Clayton, who teaches German, 
along with PSAT and ACT Prep, will be 
recognized as the DeSoto County School 
District’s Teacher of  the Year. 

A reception with all of  the individual 
schools’ Teachers of  the Year being 
honored, including Clayton, will take 
place at 5 p.m. this afternoon in the 
board room at DCS Central Services in 
Hernando.  

From those instructors, Clayton was 
selected to represent the county school 
district this year and with the recogni-

tion, Clayton is also in line to possibly 
be selected as Mississippi’s Teacher of  
the Year, to be named later this spring.  

The PSAT, for Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test, is considered a practice 
version of  the SAT, or Scholastic Apti-
tude Test college entrance examination. 
The ACT, or American College Test, is 
another standardized test to determine 
a student’s readiness for college. DeSoto 
County Schools have placed a high 
priority on offering courses to get their 
high school students ready to take those 
important examinations.  

“The reason I like teaching in high 
school is that I’m teaching them on the 
precipice of  their future,” Clayton said. 
“That ability that I have to get them 
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Mentoring program leads youngsters to success
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‘No matter where you are in life, 
that does not define where they 
can go or where they can end up.’

Sherry Johnson, Better Life Foundation and 
Mentoring Program
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