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RAZORBACK READY! New football coach greets fans at fundraiser event. P6

Courting success

Marcus Dupree was the subject of an 

award-winning book by the late Missis-

sippi author Willie Morris, “The Court-

ing of Marcus Dupree” which chronicled 

recruiting one of the top high school 

football players in the nation.

The highly sought-after Dupree, a Phil-

adelphia, Miss. native, has also been the 

subject of a documentary by ESPN 30 For 

30 which described the ups and downs 

of Dupree’s college and professional 

football career.

Dupree was in DeSoto County most 

recently promoting his involvement with 

the “Families First” organization which 

seeks to strengthen the bonds between 

young people and families.

In a conversation with local civic and 

community leaders at the Community 

Foundation of Northwest Mississippi 

headquarters in Hernando, Dupree out-

lined his aspirations and hopes for his 

involvement with Families First.

“I want to make a change for the 

State of Mississippi, and I want to give 

awareness for what Families First is all 

about,” Dupree said.

Dupree, who would go on to play foot-

ball for Coach Barry Switzer’s Univer-

sity of Oklahoma football team and the 

University of Southern Mississippi’s 

Golden Eagles, had a brief NFL career 

after a storied rise.

Failure and success are relative terms 

for Dupree, who said one is successful if 

he or she lifts another up and helps them 

to be successful.

“Families First is a way to connect the 

dots,” Dupree said. “Families can take 

classes, I say really they can attend semi-

nars, in which they come to understand 

Student 
arrested 
for  cyber 

threats

A DeSoto Central High 

School senior remains held 

after U.S. Magistrate Judge 

Roy Percy denied him bail on 

charges of making threats on 

the internet.

Nathan Caleb Brown, age 

19, appeared before Percy at 

federal court in Oxford Friday 

regarding a complaint and 

arrest warrant that charged 

him with transmitting threats 

in interstate commerce using 

social media platforms, such as 

Twitter. 

Percy determined there 

was probable cause to believe 

Brown had communicated 

threats on the internet regard-

ing Snapchat headquarters and 

threats that referenced a school 

shooting similar to the 1999 

Columbine mass shooting. 

The magistrate ordered that 

Brown continue to be held 

pending the case being sent to 

the grand jury and denied him 

bail. 

Court records stated Brown 

was arrested at school on 

Thursday, April 12 and ques-

tioned about Twitter posts 

offi cials said were his and to 

which authorities said Brown 

admitted to posting. 

Brown told the FBI agents 

who questioned him the pur-

pose for the tweets was to “be 

funny online.” 

Court information also 

Football legend seeks to put ‘Families First’
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Turning Point 

CEO Dr. Theodore 

Bender and Addic-

tion Campuses Di-

rector of Business 

Development 

Tony Faulkner 

discus the latest 

strategy for 

battling opioid 

addiction.

Turning the tide on addiction

SEE COURTING SUCCESS, P2

SEE CYBER THREATS, P2

‘I say that we try to teach from 
the womb to the tomb and all in 
between. Until we try to change 

the mindset of parents and 
children in Mississippi, it’s just 

not going to change.’

Marcus Dupree, former NFL player
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Football great Marcus Dupree visited DeSoto County on Tuesday as part of his work with Families First for Mississippi. Dupree visited the 

Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi and the DeSoto County Adult Detention Center, where Families First is assisting in the 

state’s fi rst program to help inmates achieve a high school diploma. 
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Turning Point 

CEO Dr. Theodore 

tion Campuses Di-

discus the latest 

battling opioid 

addiction.

With the help of law enforcement, the courts 
and mental health experts, the tide of opioid 
addiction is being turned back, if ever so 
slightly.

Addiction Campuses and Turning Point in 
Southaven recently hosted The Judicial and 
Law Enforcement Appreciation Luncheon 
to recognize the efforts of community fi rst 
responders and court offi cials in fi ghting the 

opioid addiction issue.
“It’s our way of saying thank you to law 

enforcement, judges, court offi cers and fi rst 
responders who partner with us to tackle the 
nation’s opioid crisis,” Turning Point CEO Dr. 
Theodore Bender said. “Our country is in the 
middle of the deadliest drug overdose crisis 
in our history. It is killing tens of thousands 
per year,” Bender said. “The dedicated staff at 
Turning Point work to make a difference and 
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