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FINALS BOUND! Northpoint girls rout TRA, back to region fi nals. P6

On alert

Center Hill Middle and High School 

students, teachers and parents saw more 

than the usual law enforcement presence 

on hand to greet them Friday morning, 

especially in light of this week’s tragic 

school shootings at a Parkland, Fla. high 

school.  

Extra DeSoto County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment deputies and vehicles were spend-

ing Friday at schools in the Center Hill 

attendance area. 

Their presence came after reports of 

alleged threats were made this week 

against Center Hill Middle School and 

High School. 

Rumors of guns and threats fi rst re-

ported around Center Hill Middle School 

this week led school offi cials to contact 

the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Department. 

The threats were later determined to be 

false. 

Still, Friday morning, as had been the 

case on Thursday, extra deputies were 

on hand spending the school day around 

some of the campuses. Compared to 

seeing 1-2 School Resource Offi cers and 

one vehicle at Center Hill High School, 

for instance, at least fi ve vehicles and as 

many as eight deputies were on hand at 

the building, along with a school district 

security offi cer.  

Following the Wednesday afternoon 

report from Center Hill Middle School 

to the Sheriff’s Department, Supt. Cory 

Uselton followed up with an email sent to 

parents of that school on Thursday, seek-

ing to assure them of their child’s safety.  

Uselton detailed in the statement that 

the alleged threats to the school were not 

true, along with reports of guns being 

found on campus and/or on buses. He 

stressed no guns have been found.  

The superintendent also stated any 

threats against schools are taken seri-

State reaches 

record number 

of employed

DeSoto County continued 

to lead Northwest Mississippi 

with low unemployment and 

high numbers of people having 

jobs.

The Mississippi Department 

of Employment Security report 

on unemployment for Decem-

ber 2017, the latest month for 

available fi gures, lists the 

county’s unemployment rate 

at 3.3 percent. That is a drop of 

one-tenth of a percent from the 

November results and better 

than the 4.0 percent fi gure of 

one year ago. 

The December statewide 

fi gure of 4.6 percent is the low-

est on record in Mississippi. 

DeSoto County’s rate is second 

lowest to Lamar, Rankin and 

Union counties, which all re-

ported a 3.2 percent unemploy-

ment rate for the month. 

The DeSoto County result is 

also better than the national 

average of 3.9 percent for the 

fi nal month of 2017. 

Out of a reported county 

labor force of 87,420 according 

to MDES fi gures, a total of 

84,520 people were working 

in December and 2,900 were 

unemployed.  

Other counties adjacent to 

DeSoto County reported unem-

ployment rates between 4.5 and 

5.2 percent. Marshall and Tate 

counties were at 4.5 percent un-

employed and Tunica County 

reported a 5.2 jobless rate for 

December.  

Jefferson County has the 

highest rate in Mississippi at 

11.8 percent.

Extra deputies at Center Hill placed threat reports

Bob Bakken|DTT

Kindergartner Carrington 
Sikes (left) and sec-
ond-grader Olivia Parker, 
both of DeSoto Central 
Primary School, led the 
Thursday, Feb. 15 DeSoto 
County Schools Board of 
Education meeting in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  

School board approves 2018-19 calendar
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‘I can assure you that all reports 
are given the utmost attention 

and are investigated 
thoroughly.’

Cory Uselton, DCS Supt. of Education
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At least fi ve DeSoto County Sheriff ’s Department squad cars were parked in front of Center Hill High School Friday morning after alleged 
threats were reported this week to the middle school and high school. The reports were later found to be false. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

On the heels of approving a revised 
school calendar for this year, due to last 
month’s closures for snow and ice, DeSoto 
County Schools (DCS) board members 
have also approved a tentative schedule for 
the 2018-19 school year.  

Barring major changes, students will 
return to class on Aug. 6 after summer 
vacation and will be in session until the 

fi nal day of school on May 22. 
Teachers will be in their classrooms for 

the fi rst time on Aug. 1 for the 2018-19 year. 
Thanksgiving holiday will be from Nov. 

19-23 and Christmas holiday is from Dec. 
19-Jan. 2. 

Spring Break will be observed from 
March 11-15 and the Easter holiday will be 
from Good Friday, on April 19, through the 
Monday after Easter on April 22.   

SEE SCHOOL CALENDAR, P2
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