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HUSTLE STREAK! Hustle rolling with third straight win as season ends. P6

Building dreams

Teaching a young man or woman 

to fi sh instead of just handing them a 

cleaned and fully-cooked fi sh will pay 

dividends for a lifetime, longtime caterer 

and award-winning chef John Woods 

told business and industry offi cials at 

the inaugural Career Technology Break-

fast at the Career Tech Center-West in 

Horn Lake on Wednesday.

Woods is a world-renowned catfi sh chef 

and the analogy of “teaching a person to 

fi sh” was not lost on the crowd.

At the breakfast, the concept of “Each 

One, Teach One,” which was developed 

by Woods, was shared as a successful ex-

ample of mentoring during the launch of 

the school’s Adopt-A-Program initiative. 

“As I look around our community, I 

see so many young men and women who 

are on the shores of opportunity,” Woods 

said. “They need the tools to be success-

ful.”

Woods said that providing the right 

tools to young people will not only enable 

them to learn a skill that will help feed 

and nourish them and their families 

during their lifetimes but pass that skill 

on to future generations.

“We must do that to save our soci-

ety,” said Woods, who was the keynote 

speaker at the event and a coordinator of 

Wednesday’s breakfast. 

Woods, who has been a mentor to stu-

dents in the hospitality and food indus-

try for more than 25 years, enlisted the 

help of captains of industry to join the 

effort.

At the breakfast, representatives from 

the banking, construction and hospital-

ity industries were among the corporate 

guests. Business leaders were given 

a tour of the sprawling facility which 

Social 
media threats 

mean more 
offi  cers

DeSoto County school offi cials 

and law enforcement continue to be 

vigilant against threats, or possible 

threats, to students made on social 

media. 

Additional offi cers were placed at 

Horn Lake High School Wednesday 

morning, according the DeSoto 

County School District.

A release from the school district 

stated the presence came about 

when threatening posts were found 

Tuesday night. 

“School offi cials contacted the 

Horn Lake Police Department 

during the overnight hours con-

cerning several social media 

posts,” the statement read. “Even 

though law enforcement offi cials 

found no proven validity to any of 

the posts, school offi cials requested 

an increased police presence on 

campus today to ease concerns of 

parents and students. Parents were 

contacted by text and email.”

Wednesday’s incident is the latest 

where a youngster’s social media 

activity brought extra attention 

from school and law enforcement 

offi cials.

In February, a student at DeSoto 

Central Middle School was placed 

in the DeSoto County Juvenile 

Detention Center on charges of 

making social media threats.

Two students at Center Hill High 

School were arrested for their 

involvement in alleged threats 

made on social media in a separate 

incident.

Partnerships, mentors create lasting relationships
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Hernando High 
School senior Merrill 
Stewart, 18, is orga-
nizing a “March For 
Our Lives” event on 
the DeSoto County 
Courthouse lawn 
on Saturday. The 
event is aimed at 
curbing gun violence 
directed at school 
campuses.

‘March For Our Lives’ taking place Saturday

SEE BUILDING DREAMS, P2

SEE THREATS, P2

‘Mentorship is about building 
a legacy. One day we will all be 
gone. What we do in our lives is 

the only thing that will last.’

John Woods, award-winning chef
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Career Tech Center-West Principal Allyson Killough (center) gives a guided tour of the sprawling facility in Horn Lake as Theresa Erickson 
with the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi and others look on during the inaugural Career Technology Breakfast on Wednes-
day.
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Young people like Merrill Stewart, 18, a senior 

at Hernando High School, say they want to 

take action to prevent any more carnage and 

bloodshed from occurring at schools across the 

nation.

This Saturday, Stewart and several hundred 

participants will take place in a “sibling march” 

around the historic DeSoto County Courthouse 

lawn as part of the national “March for Our 

Lives” movement. The march is one of hundreds 

happening around the country planned by stu-

dents and survivors of gun violence in commu-

nities big and small, in all 50 states. 

The march, which is free and open to the pub-

lic, is slated from 12 noon until 2 p.m.

Organizers say the national day of action 

will focus on calling for lawmakers to make 

students’ lives and safety a priority and to pass 

common-sense gun safety legislation.

“As teenagers, we do not always have a voice,” 

Stewart said. “This ‘March for Our Lives’ 

allows my peers and I to demonstrate a need for 

common sense gun laws. We are blessed to live 

in DeSoto County where student safety is the 

utmost concern of our administration. We are 

marching for the students who are not so lucky. 

The march is also a way that we, as students 

and adults, can remember the victims of school 

violence. It is our desire that the victims and 

families of school shootings know that we are 

praying for them.  Our hope is that our partici-

pation in the ‘March for Our Lives’ brings about 

the needed change to pass common sense gun 

safety legislation.”
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