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Fifty 9th-12th grade students at 

Northpoint Christian School were 

quarantined following positive 

cases in the upper school, accord-

ing to an announcement from the 

school.

Because of the large number 

of students quarantined, students 

in grades 9-12 will learn remotely 

until Sept. 11.

DeSoto County Schools has 
seen fewer student cases of 
COVID-19 compared to other coun-
ties in the state.

Though the school district is 
the largest in the state with over 
34,000 students, there have been 
fewer cases per student in the 
district, according to data from 
the Mississippi State Department 
of Health.

DeSoto County Schools has 
a student infection rate of about 
.01%, while other large school 
districts in the state have student 
infection rates much higher from 
the start of school to August 28, 
which was the newest data avail-
able at time of publication.

Jackson Public Schools has 
a student infection rate of .51%. 
Rankin County Schools has a rate 
of .14%, and Harrison County 
Schools has a rate of .57%.

This comes even as DeSoto 
County is seeing more cases per 
capita in its general population 
than other counties with large 
school districts.

“While  students  are  on 
campus, our teachers, nurses, and 
students are working together to 

When Sabrina Jackson came 
home last Friday to find that her 
8-year-old son had not submitted 
his math assignment for virtual 
learning that day, she knew some-
thing had to change.

“When I saw that big equation 
for math, I said, ‘Something has 
got to give. I’ve worked all day and 
I have no clue how to start this 
math problem,’” she said.

Since school began, she and 
her two children — one in third 
grade and one in tenth — have 
been one of the many families 
across the county trying to adapt 
to long, frustrating hours of learn-
ing on a new system with little live 
instruction from teachers.

Jackson, along with over 300 
others, signed a petition advocat-
ing for more teacher interaction 
in remote learning at the largest 
school district in Mississippi, 
DeSoto County Schools.

The petition puts blame on 
the systems put in place to facil-
itate remote learning, especially 
Schoology, the software used by 
teachers, parents and students to 
complete schoolwork online.

Jackson — who kept her chil-
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Meet the nurse who has worked across the 

hospital during the pandemic, from treating 

heart attacks to testing for COVID-19.

Behind the front lines

See page 10

Voting absentee in Mississippi is a

complicated process. The pandemic has 

made it even more confusing.

Your guide to mail-in voting

See page 3

The number of cases continues to rise, but 

the outlook for the county may be improving.

COVID-19 cases climb

See page 3
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Monique Walker (foreground) greets health care workers as they enter to get food donated from community businesses. 

Hundreds of meals and thousands of bottles of water were donated, along with other goods from area businesses.

Erin Killion  |  DTT

Students use professional equipment to shoot short films with The DeSoto Arts 

Institute.

Sending supplies to the front lines

Students get a shot at the big screen

Monique Walker was lying in bed 
and, like many, trying to process the 
stresses of life in the era of COVID-19 . 
The Olive Branch realtor knew that she 
wanted to do something to give back 
to essential workers in her commu-
nity, make sure they know they are 
supported. Walker also knew there 
was only so much she could do on her 
own. So she got out her laptop and got 
to work.

Walker came up with an idea for a 
campaign of local businesses showing 
their support for frontline workers by 
donating meals and other supplies.  
She dubbed the effort “Donate To 
Essential” and started by reaching out 

to around 20 local restaurants to see if 
they’d be interested in donating meals 
to essential workers. 

“I said it could be our family 
member or us in their shoes, so this 
is important right now for us to do,” 
Walker said. 

Though many of her requests 
went unanswered, a few businesses 
did agree to partner with Walker. An 
Olive Garden in Southaven donated 
100 lunches, Moes in Olive Branch 
provided another 100 at a discount, 
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Water rights 
trial to go to the 
Supreme Court

A 15-year-long battle between 

the state of Mississippi and 

Tennessee over groundwater 

rights is set to be decided by the 

U.S Supreme Court.

Mississippi  v.  Tennessee 

is the first case of its kind and 

concerns the City of Memphis 

pumping groundwater close to the 

Mississppi-Tennessee border. An 

earlier version of the lawsuit was 

dismissed because Tennessee was 

Andrew Clements grew up 

wanting to make movies, but he 

had no idea that a club he would 

join in high school — The DeSoto 

Arts Institute — would catapult 

him toward that dream.

Clements is a recent home-

schooled high school graduate 

who is a regular at the DeSoto 

Arts Institute (DAI). He spends 

his Tuesday nights writing scripts, 

editing movie clips, operating a 

camera or calling the shots as a 

director. As the sun goes down, 

Clements and other students are 

still hard at work filming scenes 

with professional-grade equip-

ment. 
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Realtor rallies local 

businesses to donate 

to health care workers

50 students
at Northpoint 
quarantined

By Daniel Payne

daniel@dttclick.com


