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SPRING AHEAD! Don’t forget to set clocks ahead one hour tonight.

Love the kids

Greenbrook Elementary School princi-

pal MeLynda Crockett is not one to stay 

behind the desk in her offi ce during the 

school day. Crockett is virtually on the 

move and is encouraging those around 

her to do likewise. 

You see, most days at the Southaven 

kindergarten-through-second-grade 

school starts in the hallways as Crockett 

leads students through an exercise called 

Minds in Motion. Believing that exercise 

and movement helps engage her students 

to be better learners, you’ll see Crock-

ett appearing to be like the Pied Piper, 

leading the kids in hopscotch-like steps, 

tossing and catching beanbags and such 

to get youthful blood fl owing and minds 

sharpened for the day ahead. 

“It’s kind of  an obstacle course with a 

balance beam and it changes about every 

six weeks,” she said. “It’s to strengthen 

fi ne motors, core system and vestibular 

system to get their minds ready.”

Crockett’s innovative means of  con-

necting with her youngsters is among the 

reasons why she has been chosen to be 

the DeSoto County Schools’ Administra-

tor of  the Year. 

“We want our students to be more than 

just good readers, writers and mathema-

ticians,” Crockett said. 

All of  the district’s administrators 

were recognized and Crockett was in-

troduced as the DCS representative for 

state consideration during a reception 

late Thursday afternoon at the Central 

Services offi ces in Hernando.  

“I was very surprised,” Crockett said 

about being told she was the top admin-

istrator. “I was shocked. It means a lot 

because this is a wonderful district with 

a lot of  wonderful administrators.”

Crockett commutes nearly an hour to 

work daily from her home in Crenshaw, 

where she lives with her husband Mark, 

Employment 
rates 

continue 
record trends

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-TRIBUNE

Mississippi Department of  Em-

ployment Services offi cials have 

released the latest unemployment 

fi gures for the state and its coun-

ties in January. 

The result is another indication 

of  residents working and more 

jobs fi nding its way to the Magno-

lia State.  

In January, the state’s seasonal-

ly-adjusted jobless rate remained 

at 4.7 percent. That is the lowest 

level of  unemployment ever 

recorded in Mississippi and is at 

a rate that has been that low for 

eight months in a row. The Janu-

ary 2018 rate was at 4.9 percent.  

In DeSoto County, the January 

2019 rate of  4.1 percent is tied for 

the fi fth-lowest unemployment fi g-

ure among Mississippi counties. 

Rankin County leads the state in 

the category at 3.7 percent. DeSoto 

County is tied with Lee and Ponto-

toc counties.  

The highest jobless fi gure in 

Mississippi is 14.1 percent in Jef-

ferson County.  

Around DeSoto County, Tate 

County is at 5.1 percent, Marshall 

County is at 5.3 percent and Tuni-

ca is at 6.4 percent.  

While the number of  non-farm 

jobs in Mississippi dropped by 700 

to 1.161 million in January, it is 

still the second-highest number of  

jobs ever recorded. Over the year 

since January 2018, the number 

of  jobs in the state increased by 

10,900.

The labor force, which is 

Greenbrook’s Crockett is named district’s top administrator

Courtesy MDOT

Crews construct retaining walls prior to beam placement in February on I-55 

northbound bridge over State Route 306 in Tate County.

Road projects continue in Northwest Mississippi
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‘It is all about the children. Even 
on your worst day, you might be 

the best thing they see.’

MeLynda Crockett, Greenbrook Elementary School
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Greenbrook Elementary School principal MeLynda Crockett shares a moment in the hallway with fi rst-grader Caden Gowdy. Crockett Thurs-

day was announced as the DeSoto County Schools’ Administrator of the Year. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839
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Commissioner Mike Tagert, Northern 

Transportation District, has announced 
updates to Mississippi Department of  Trans-
portation (MDOT) projects in Northwest 
Mississippi. 

A project to replace two overpasses at Exit 
271 near Coldwater continues in Tate County. 
The existing northbound I-55 bridge over State 
Route 306 was demolished last November.

Retaining walls have been constructed, and, 
on Feb. 28, beams were placed for the new 
bridge.

Northbound I-55 traffi c has been rerouted 
to a temporary detour bridge while crews 
reconstruct the permanent bridge. When the 
bridge is complete, crews will move to the 
southbound lanes. The temporary detour 
bridge will be removed when the project is 
completed.

The existing bridges were built in 1959, and 

the bridge decks had deteriorated to a point 
where replacement was the only solution. The 
$9 million project was awarded to Joe Mc-
Gee Construction Company. The project will 
install a pair of  bridges on the site with a life 
expectancy of  75 to 100 years. The project is 
estimated to be completed in summer 2019.

A $4.7 million bridge replacement project 
is under construction at the Cuffawa Creek 
Bridge. The project will realign the section 
of  highway to lessen curves in the road. The 
new 630-foot span will replace the two existing 
bridges.

The bridge deck has been poured, and 
asphalt has been laid on the west side of  the 
bridge. Crews are constructing the guard rails 
and preparing the east end for asphalt.

The work is being done by Joe McGee 
Construction Company and is expected to be 
completed in winter 2019.

Work continues on a bridge replacement 
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Offered a lump-sum 
pension buyout? Let's talk.

Matthew J Kelso 
Financial Advisor

775 Goodman Road East Suite 27 
Southaven, MS 38671 
662-349-3144

Member SIPC
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