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Members of the Patriot Party of Mississippi were among those who attended protests in Washington D.C. on Jan. 6 during 

Congress’ certification of electoral votes. On Sunday, they gathered in Hernando. 

Mississippi ‘patriot’ group rallies in Hernando following Capitol riot
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Coffee Central Squared opens in Hernando Crystal Ball 
to be held 
virtually
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Those over 65, with pre-existing conditions to be vaccinated

The party of the year kicks off this 
weekend, but it will look a little differ-
ent than years prior. The Crystal Ball, 
hosted by the Community Foundation 
of Northwest Mississippi, will make its 
virtual debut.

The 21st annual Crystal Ball was 
shifted to a virtual platform, rather 
than the usual black-tie gala, in 
response to the ongoing threat of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While guests will 
no longer have the opportunity to pick 
out their best suits and ball gowns for 
the event, it will still carry on the same 
traditions. 

This free event will feature musi-
cal performances from Grammy-nom-
inated artists like Curt Chambers and 
Charlie Worsham. The main presen-
tation, though, will be a tribute to the 
Star of Hope recipient Charley Pride, a 
legendary musician from Mississippi 
who died in December. Before his 
death, Pride accepted the nomination 
for the award in October. 

“Mr. Pride was Mississippi through 
and through: ambitious, hardwork-
ing, trailblazing, and an endearing 
soul,” Crystal Ball co-chair Michael 
Bellipanni said in a statement. “I can 
vividly remember sitting in my grand-
father’s lap on a Saturday night watch-
ing Mr. Pride’s performance on Austin 
City Limits.”

The tribute video will include 
messages from celebrities like Brad 
Paisley and Archie Manning. This 
is the first time that the Star of Hope 
award will be given posthumously. 

Besides the Star of Hope award, 
which is the highest honor of the 
night, the Community Foundation 
of Northwest Mississippi also honors 
four individuals or organizations that 
have served their community during 
the year.

Bob Dunlap of Batesville was 
selected as the Dan Maddox Man of 
the Year. Robin Cocke of Clarksdale 
was honored as the Margeret Maddox 
Woman of the Year. The Nonprofit of 
the Year was named the Heartland 
Hands Food Pantry. Wade, Incorpo-
rated was selected as the Business of 
the Year. 

These recipients were nominated 
by community members for their dedi-
cation to service, and winning this 
award gives the honorees a chance 
to highlight the organizations they 
support. 

“There are causes that matter to 
these individuals,” CFNM President 

In her coffee shops, Tina Tatum 
wants to create a space for gather-
ing. Her newest space in Hernando is 
another place where she hopes visitors 
can do just that.  

Coffee Central Squared celebrated 
the opening of its new location with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony and recep-
tion Tuesday. 

The coffee shop, which opened its 
flagship location in Southaven in early 
2019, has become a favorite in DeSoto 
County for hosting meetings, celebrat-
ing birthdays, studying for a big test 
or even wrapping up a first date. After 
running a second location inside Side 
Alley Gifts in Hernando since October 
2019, Tatum decided to make the move 
down the street to the old Ladybugg 
Bakery location. 

As the name implies, Coffee Central 
is a drink-focused business with a 
menu full of a variety of coffees, teas 
and juices. At the new Hernando loca-
tion, the expanded menu will include 
Abundant Goodness raw-pressed 
juices — the first of their kind in DeSoto 
County. 

“We want to do great food and 
beverages and offer the best quality to 
our (customers),” Tatum said. 

While the Southaven menu offers 
a consistent drink menu with a few 
alternating breakfast and lunch 
options, Tatum hopes to bring a more 
complete approach to casual dining at 
the Hernando location. 

In the coming weeks, Tatum said 
Coffee Central Squared will begin offer-

During a press conference 
on Tuesday, Gov. Tate Reeves 
announced that the eligibility 
requirements to receive a COVID-
19 vaccination in Mississippi are 
being widened to include those 
over the age of 65 and those who 
have pre-existing conditions that 
make them more vulnerable to 
COVID-19 related complications. 

Those pre-existing conditions, 
outlined by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, are: 
cancer, chronic kidney disease, 
Chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease, Down syndrome, heart 
conditions, immunocompromised 
conditions, obesity, pregnancy, 
sickle cell disease, smoking and 
diabetes.

Mississippians that meet 
these requirements can schedule 
appointments to receive their first 

vaccine dose by calling 1-877-978-
6543 or online at covidvaccine.
umc.edu. 

As of Tuesday, 62,744 vaccine 
doses have been given in Missis-
sippi. That total includes about 
5,000 Mississippians who have 
received their first and second 
doses. The shots administered 
account for less than half of the 
140,000 doses distributed to 
hospitals. Still, the state has more 
than doubled its rate of adminis-
tering doses over the past week, 
a trend MSDH hopes to continue 
with the widened eligibility 
requirements.  

‘We have too many vaccines 
that have been distributed that 
are not yet in arms,” Reeves said. 
“And for those entities where that 
is the case, we have and we will 
continue to reduce the allocation 
to those who are not fulfilling the 
mission.”

The DeSoto County Health 
Department is currently adminis-
tering up to 22 doses each day.

Health officials have stressed 
that getting vaccinated alone isn’t 
sufficient reason to act as if every-
thing is back to normal. Accord-
ing to the CDC, “It typically takes 
a few weeks for the body to build 

immunity after vaccination. That 
means it’s possible a person could 
be infected with the virus that 

ing popular lunch items like chicken 
paninis, soups and quiche, while 
also including vegan, gluten-free and 
dairy-free options. The acai bowls 
made popular at the Southaven loca-
tion will be available in Hernando, as 
well. Tatum said that her new kitchen 
manager, Jamie Johnston, will help 
bring clean eating to the menu. 

Tatum has always been a fan of 
the building where she would eventu-
ally open her next location, she said, 
and that it served as a landmark of 
Hernando. 

“I have always loved this building,” 
she said. “We knew that if we didn’t 
jump on it… We had to take a leap of 
faith.” 

With a new space came a new 
design strategy. In contrast to the 
minimalistic aesthetic of the Southaven 
cafe, the Hernando location features a 
colorful, retro design. Tatum credits the 
changes to her 20-year-old daughter, 
Faith, who serves as the creative direc-
tor for the company. 

Coffee Central Squared will also 
continue the company’s “Coffee with 

a Cause,” where they invite local artists 
to play, with proceeds benefiting a local 
nonprofit organization. This allows 
the nonprofit a platform to promote its 
mission, while patrons can enjoy coffee 
and live music. 

In the future, Tatum hopes to 
expand Coffee Central across DeSoto 
County.

“We would love to blanket DeSoto 
County,” Tatum said. “Whatever the 
Lord wills.”
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Tina Tatum opened Coffee Central in Southaven in 2019, and she’s been expanding her vision for the business ever since with 

new locations and menu items. 
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Dr. Leandro Mena of the University of Mississippi Medical Center received his final 

COVID-19 vaccination.


