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Signing day

It’s been a long push by state public 

service offi cials as well as local leaders 

of  the power cooperative that serves the 

Olive Branch area of  DeSoto County, as 

well as other cooperatives in the Magno-

lia State.

Wednesday morning, they fi nally saw 

the ink placed on paper for a legislative 

bill that will allow Northcentral Electric 

Power Association and other power co-

operatives in Mississippi to offer broad-

band internet service to their customers.  

The question now becomes how the 

new law will become reality for the thou-

sands of  customers who get their electric 

service from their local co-op, but may 

be stuck on dial-up or other means of  

accessing the World Wide Web.  

A signing ceremony in the State Capi-

tol in Jackson witnessed Gov. Phil Bryant 

sign the Mississippi Broadband Enabling 

Act, also known as House Bill 366, into 

law. 

Previously, Mississippi electric coop-

eratives, including Northcentral, were 

prevented from offering internet services 

through their facilities to their members 

through the legislation that allowed them 

to operate. 

Now, they will be able to start a sepa-

rate subsidiary to provide the service.  

Northern District Public Service 

Commissioner Brandon Presley had been 

vocally pushing to allow rural internet 

to take place and Gov. Bryant was quoted 

before signing the bill as saying the ap-

proval of  the measure was an “example 

of  what we can do when we work togeth-

er.”

Wednesday’s signing and bill enact-

ment into law doesn’t mean all of  those 

people served by cooperatives will imme-

diately be getting high-speed internet, 

Board 
meetings 

set for 
next week
DeSoto County county and mu-

nicipal governing boards return 

to regular session this week for 

their fi rst meetings in the month 

of  February.  

The DeSoto County Board of  

Supervisors is scheduled to meet 

Monday morning at 9 a.m. in the 

board room of  the County Admin-

istration Building in Hernando.  

Among the new business items 

on the agenda is a request being 

made for board approval of  a 

public hearing to be scheduled 

that would consider the expan-

sion of  the Nesbit Fire Protection 

District. 

Board members will be asked to 

approve April 6-14 as the dates for 

this year’s Keep DeSoto County 

Beautiful event. 

A bid award for the widening 

of  Craft Road at Bethel Road will 

be considered and members will 

be asked to consider a purchase 

of  hydraulic tools for the County 

Emergency Management Agen-

cy. The purchase would exceed 

$25,000 and a Homeland Security 

grant would be involved.  

Carryover items from a previous 

meeting will involve a preferred 

alignment for a Commerce Street 

extension and board appoint-

ments for District 2 with Keep 

DeSoto County Beautiful, the M.R. 

Davis Library and the Planning 

Commission, along with a board 

appointment from District 4 for 

the Nesbit Fire District.  

Bill enactment makes rural internet possible 
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‘We all know these days that if 
you don’t have a certain connect 

rate, there’s very little you can 
do online.’

Kevin Doddridge, Northcentral EPA
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Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant Wednesday signed into the law the Mississippi Broadband Enabling Act that allows electric cooperatives, such 
as Northcentral Electric Power Association of Olive Branch, to off er rural broadband internet to its customers.
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Offered a lump-sum 
pension buyout? Let's talk.

Matthew J Kelso 
Financial Advisor

775 Goodman Road East Suite 27 
Southaven, MS 38671 
662-349-3144
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State Rep. Robert 
Foster (R-Hernando) 

has authored a bill 
now in committee 

that would prohibit 
a fetus from being 

aborted in the state 
after a heartbeat is 

detected. It is the 
second straight year 
Foster has proposed 

the bill.

Foster introduces abortion bill

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

Legislatures in New York and Virginia 

have this year considered taking radi-

cal steps in recent weeks on the issue of 

abortion. A measure now in a Mississippi 

House committee and introduced by a 

DeSoto County legislator would take a 

180-degree turn away from those mea-

sures.  

The Virginia state legislature saw a bill 

introduced that would allow a fetus to 

be aborted, even as late as the 40th week 

of pregnancy, so long as a single doctor 

approved. The state’s governor was on 

record as being in support of the measure.

New York lawmakers recently celebrat-

ed a similar measure being passed in the 

state Senate and backed by that state’s 
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