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STAR POWER! Jaguar power hitter featured in video program. P6

All shook up

As the late music legend Elvis Presley 

considered the next step in his career 

during the late 1960s and needed some 

time to get away from the limelight, El-

vis would head south of Graceland to his 

Circle G Ranch in Horn Lake. 

The ranch, which Presley bought in 

1967 and then sold just a few years later, 

is now the subject of a group of investors 

who want to transform the property into 

a destination location and historical site.

The work of the investors, led by Mis-

sissippi native, Real Estate International 

(REI) founder and president Davage 

“Buddy” Runnels Jr., of Destin, Florida, 

has been slowed because of efforts to 

place the ranch on the National Register 

of Historic Places. 

But as Elvis Week started this past 

weekend, along with its thousands of 

Elvis fans to the Mid-South, Runnels and 

the other owners opened the ranch up 

to the public Sunday afternoon for what 

was billed as “A Day at the Ranch.” 

“It was time,” Runnels said about 

Sunday’s public availability to the ranch 

grounds, which included horse rides of 

the property, music and other activities. 

“It’s the fi fth year and during Elvis 

Week, we just felt it very important that 

we open the doors to the public and to 

those that have been so supportive of 

us.”  

Runnels and his group bought the 

ranch in mid-2014 and has plans to turn 

the property into an area that includes 

an amphitheater and places for visitors 

to stay while they see the Honeymoon 

Cottage of Elvis and Priscilla, which will 

be restored and moved inside the ranch 

DeSoto 
ballot 

shaping 
up

Candidates whose names will 

appear on the Nov. 6 general 

election ballot are gearing up 

their campaigns to run for 

elected offi ce.

According to Marla Tread-

way, Deputy Clerk for Elections 

in the Circuit Clerk’s Offi ce, 

positions for several county 

judgeships, state Court of Ap-

peals, Coroner and the DeSoto 

County Board of Education, 

along with U.S. Senate races, 

including a special election, 

and House of Representatives, 

will be on the Nov. 6 general 

election ballot.

For the DeSoto County Board 

of Education, those individuals 

who have submitted qualifying 

papers to seek elected offi ce are 

incumbent Ann Jolley in Dis-

trict 3, incumbent Sheila Riley 

in District 4 and her challenger 

so far in that race, Jeny Black 

Price.

For DeSoto County Coroner, 

interim DeSoto County Cor-

oner Josh Pounders has no 

opposition.

Incumbent Circuit Court 

Judge in the 17th District 

Celeste Wilson is being chal-

lenged by longtime attorney 

Stan Little.

Fellow incumbent Circuit 

Court Judge Gerald Chatham 

has no opposition.

Chancery Court Judge Percy 

L. Lynchard, Jr. has no oppo-

sition.

Elvis fans welcomed to Circle G Ranch

Robert Long|DTT

Melissa Wright, Director 

of Northwest Mis-

sissippi Community 

College Libraries, said 

the library system at 

Northwest can open 

entire new worlds to 

the college’s growing 

student population. 

The system also serves 

the public.

Northwest Community College a world-class resource
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‘I hope it reinforces their confi -
dence in the Circle G Ranch that 

it will be in Horn Lake, Mississip-
pi. It’s going to bring a lot of jobs 

here and a lot of people here.’

Davage “Buddy” Runnels Jr., Circle G Ranch
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Elvis fans Lee Corbett of Tallmadge, Ohio and Ron Roberts of Memphis viewed the Circle G Ranch on Sunday afternoon. The ranch once 

owned by Elvis Presley was opened to the public for the fi rst time. Owners plan to make the ranch a destination attraction while preserving 

its historical value.
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Melissa Wright, Director 

sissippi Community 

College Libraries, said 

student population. 

the public.

Northwest Mississippi Community Col-
lege’s Library on the main campus in Senato-
bia and also at the DeSoto Center is a world-
class resource for students from across the 
Mid-South.

Books of every description from textbooks 
to philosophical, historical, and books of fi c-
tion for pure entertainment’s sake are part 
of the library’s collection.

Melissa Wright, Director of Libraries for 
Northwest Mississippi Community College, 
said the library has more than 24,710 vol-
umes which accommodate the college’s more 
than 105 classes offered during the spring 
and fall semester.

“We have more than 3,800 volumes at the 
DeSoto Center,” added Wright of the smaller 
library collection at the DeSoto Center, locat-
ed on W.E. Ross Parkway in Southaven.

“People say libraries are an old thing of 
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