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TIME TO HUSTLE! Schedule announced for team’s 2019-20 season. P6

Staying in tune

Musician Kameron Whalum of  Memphis 

has visited a lot of  places in his career as a 

trombonist in the band that accompanies 

Grammy Award-winning pop music star 

Bruno Mars. 

Tuesday, Whalum found his way into 

the cafeteria of  Lake Cormorant Middle 

School, where he reacquainted himself  

with his former band instructor Jon 

Young, now a director with that school’s 

band program. 

It was Young that Whalum told a gather-

ing of  middle school and high school band 

students kept his interest in music when 

he was attending Colonial Middle School 

in Memphis, a school that places as much 

emphasis on fine arts as it does course-

work.  

“It was a hiccup with his academics,” 

Young later explained. “At Colonial you 

have to keep a certain level. I tried to talk 

the school into letting him continue to be 

in band, but they said they couldn’t change 

the standard. I started meeting with him 

after school and kept him involved as 

much as I could.”

Whalum had been in band and playing 

the trombone since he was 10 years old. 

Now, Whalum has been with Mars for 

more than eight years, has been part of  

hit songs, such as Uptown Funk and 24 

Karat Magic, and has appeared with the 

mega-music star at Super Bowls 48 and 50, 

performing at halftime.    

Whalum credited Young for keeping him 

focused on his musical instrument.  

“I wasn’t always the best student, but 

Mr. Young did not give up on me,” Whalum 

told the youngsters. “That year I was not in 

McLendon 
beats 

Massey in 
GOP 

runoff
Hernando Alderman Michael 

McLendon outpolled incumbent 

state Sen. Chris Massey to win the 

Republican nomination for Massey’s 

state Senate District 1 seat during 

Tuesday’s run-off vote.  

McLendon’s victory was the only 

local surprise among the results 

from the GOP primary runoff vote 

held across Mississippi, led by the 

vote that nominated Lt. Gov. Tate 

Reeves for governor. 

The 4,275-4,022 result also means 

McLendon becomes the state Sen-

ator-elect from the district. He has 

no Democratic opposition from the 

Aug. 6 primary and thus will run 

unopposed in the November general 

election.  

There were four other races on 

the runoff card in DeSoto County 

on Tuesday that decided Republican 

candidates for the November vote.  

Former DeSoto County supervi-

sor and former head of the DeSoto 

County Schools Transportation 

Department John Caldwell easily 

carried the county on his way to 

a victory over Geoffrey Yoste for 

Northern District Transportation 

Commissioner, replacing the retir-

ing Mike Tagert.  

Caldwell polled 13,461 votes in 

his home county to Yoste with 2,571 

votes, a margin that propelled Cald-

well to victory in the 33 counties 

that make up the district. Caldwell 

won 56.4-43.6 percent over Yoste.  

Holly Springs native and current 

Band students hear from talented trombonist

Bob Bakken|DTT

DeSoto County Museum 

curator Robert Long sits 

on a bench in front of the 

Crumpler-Ferguson log cabin 

adjacent to the Hernando mu-

seum building on East Com-

merce Street. A bluegrass 

benefit event on Thursday, 

Sept. 8 will help raise funds 

to aid in the restoration of the 

cabin, which dates back to 

the 1850s.

Musical fundraiser set for log cabin repair
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‘I wasn’t always the best stu-
dent, but Mr. Young did not give 

up on me. That year I was not 
in the school band, he made a 

point to make sure I was still in 
band, honors band and stuff 

like that.’

Kameron Whalum
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Musician Kameron Whalum, who performs in the band with mega-pop music star Bruno Mars, poses with Lake Cormorant High School 

senior band students on Tuesday. Mars studied in middle school with Jon Young, now a band director at Lake Cormorant Middle  School. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 

BETTER SINCE 1839

In a few days, the sounds of bluegrass 
will be wafting in the air, along with 
the sweet smell of BBQ, hot dogs, and 
the tasty delights of ice cream.

It will all be emanating from the 
DeSoto County Museum in Hernando, 
where the focus will be the Crum-
pler-Ferguson Log Cabin next door.  

The cabin has seen a lot of DeSoto 
County history since it was first built 
in the 1850s, according to Museum 
Curator Robert Long, adding it is also 
historic in its design.

“It is one of the oldest existing exam-
ples of the dog-trot style of home,” Long 
said. “It was called that because the 
dogs would trot down the middle of its 
open breezeway. The old folks used to 
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