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BIG LIFT! Acree returns to Jag’s track as pole vault coach. P6

Rising concern

A deluge of rainfall across the Mid-

South these past few days has resulted in 

the closing of some roads and the poten-

tial for even more fl ooding in low-lying 

areas, DeSoto County Road Manager 

Andy Swims said Friday.

“It (weather) has had a cumulative ef-

fect on roads in the county,” Swims said 

as he eyed approaching storms expected 

today. “We’re expecting a very heavy 

storm to come through today that brings 

a risk of tornadoes as well. We’ll defi nite-

ly see several more inches of rain.”

A break in the weather has allowed 

some roads which had been closed to re-

open, according to Swims.

Holly Springs Road, between Catfi sh 

Country and Dairy Barn, is now back 

open after being closed for a time, as is 

County Line Road between Smith and 

Alphaba Road, Brantley Road between 

Wilson Mill and U.S. Highway 61, and 

Grass Pond Road between Richardson 

Lane to the dead end.

“Holly Springs is back open again,” 

said Swims of the main thoroughfare 

along the Coldwater River bottoms.

The road is poised to undergo a $15 

million to $20 million renovation if fund-

ing can be secured from local, state and 

federal funding sources. The roadway 

and two bridges would be elevated to 

alleviate fl ooding. “But we’ve got Conger 

Road, off Fogg Road, in Supervisor Lee 

Caldwell’s district, which has completely 

fl ooded and is getting worse. It will not 

be accessible.”

Swims said the heavy rainfall has not 

only affected local creeks and tributaries 

but the mighty Mississippi River itself.

“We are expecting the Mississippi Riv-

er to continue to rise and next week, it 

will affect everything downstream. Ark-

abutla will be overtopping the emergen-

cy spillway road before too long, and that 

will be affecting Conger Road. Clifton 

Road has also had some water overtop-

ping it. We’ll be watching everything.”

Vaping 
ordinance 
adopted
Hernando’s controversial va-

ping ordinance was approved 

Tuesday on a 4-3 vote which 

amends the city’s smoking ban 

to include prohibiting vaping 

in public places with the excep-

tion of allowing vaping inside 

a business in which more than 

75 percent of the business is 

“vaping related.”

The exception, which applies 

to all future vaping business-

es established and permitted 

within the city, does not apply 

if tobacco is also sold with the 

business.

No person under age 18 will 

be allowed inside a vaping 

business.

Ward 2 Alderman Andrew 

Miller said he looked at Tupe-

lo’s vaping provisions and oth-

er cities as well and he was of 

the opinion that the 75 percent 

threshold was a good per-

centage in which to exempt a 

business from a ban on vaping 

inside a vaping business.

Southaven’s vaping ordi-

nance is more strict, requiring 

a separate ventilation unit to 

prevent vapors from seeping 

into adjoining businesses if 

located within a connected 

shopping complex, according to 

Miller.

Miller said in his opinion, re-

quiring a separate ventilation 

apparatus was going too far.

“When you start regulating 

ventilation systems, you are 

technically voting them out of 

business,” Miller said.

Storms could dump more rain in creeks, rivers
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A delegation from DeSoto 

County watches from the 

House gallery as House 

lawmakers approved tax 

revenue items for both 

Southaven and Horn Lake, 

which funds tourism ini-

tiatives for both cities.

Local tax levies get House passage

SEE VAPING, P7

‘We’re expecting a very heavy 
storm to come through today 

that brings a risk of tornadoes 
as well. We’ll defi nitely see sev-

eral more inches of rain.’

Andy Swims, DeSoto County Road Manager
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Barriers set up due to fl ooding on the road kept traffi  c on Holly Springs Road from getting much past the Catfi sh Country restaurant Thurs-

day. The road was reopened Friday morning by DeSoto County offi  cials.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Southaven and Horn Lake city offi cials 
received good news from the Mississippi 
House of Representatives this week about 
taxes. 

The full House approved separate mea-
sures that extend the repeal dates to July 
1, 2022 for a hotel-motel tax in Horn Lake 
and the restaurant tax in Southaven also 

known as “Penny for the Parks.” 
The two DeSoto County communities 

lost revenue last summer when the House 
refused to extend a local option tax op-
portunity both had counted on.

Southaven had received funds from 
restaurant sales up until June 30 to cover 
improvement projects in the Parks and 
Recreation area, money that totaled as 
much as $1.9 million annually. 

SEE TAXES, P2

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  24,  2018                                                                                                                                                                                                     50 Cents

Tımes-Trıbune WeekendTımesTımesTımesTımesTımesTımesTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTrıbune WeekendTımes-Trıbune Weekend

First
Security

bank

662.563.9311  |  firstsecuritybk.com

NEW! 
FOR  MOBILE

 BANKING

Apple Pay &
Android Pay

Are now available at 8 FSB Branches!

Instant Issue Debit Cards

Hernando, Goodman Rd, Olive Branch,
Robinsonville, Sardis, Southaven, Tunica,

and Batesville Main

BY BOB BAKKEN
STAFF WRITER


