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MORE AWARDS! Olive Branch’s Jeff ries reaches 2,500 career points ahead of playoff .  P6

Teachers rock

DeSoto County Schools (DCS) will have 

an elementary school teacher from Olive 

Branch as its district Teacher of  the Year 

for the 2018-19 school year. 

Susan Powell, who teaches sec-

ond-grade Spotlight students at Pleasant 

Hill Elementary School, 7686 Pleasant 

Hill Road in Olive Branch, was an-

nounced Thursday as this year’s district 

teacher of  the year. 

The announcement came during a re-

ception held at the DCS Central Services 

offi ce in Hernando late Thursday after-

noon.

Powell was chosen from other school 

winners to represent DCS to the state 

Department of  Education, which will de-

termine a state Teacher of  the Year later 

this school year. 

“I am very humbled and very sur-

prised,” Powell said. “I adore the inter-

action with the students as well as their 

families. I have very involved families 

that come to the classroom.”

This is not the fi rst time Powell has 

been named a Teacher of  the Year, hav-

ing been recognized at DeSoto Central 

Middle School when she taught there 

during the 2004-05 school year. She was 

also named Teacher of  the Year early in 

her education career when Powell taught 

at Ruby Ray Swift Elementary School, 

located in Arlington, Texas, during the 

1992-93 school year.  

Powell also taught in Alabama before 

coming to DeSoto County in 1999. 

Powell’s classroom is highly engag-

ing, project-based and student-centered, 

according to information provided on her 

resume.  Among the items that are taught 

involve robotics and coding, which helps 

students comprehend math skills that 

include direction, speed and angles.

Abortion 
bill is

moved to 
committees

A bill in the Mississippi Legisla-

ture, commonly called a Heartbeat 

Abortion Bill, has made it past its 

initial introduction and is now 

being considered in committee at 

the State Capitol in Jackson.    

In the House, the bill, known 

as House Bill 732, has District 20 

state Rep. Chris Brown (R-Aber-

deen) as its principal author, with 

DeSoto County state Reps. Rob-

ert Foster, Steve Hopkins, Dana 

Criswell and Dan Eubanks among 

the additional authors for the bill 

on the House side. 

A similar measure in the state 

Senate is Senate Bill 2116 with 

state Sen. Angela Burks Hill 

(R-Picayune) as the principal 

author.  

Both bills are now being con-

sidered in their respective Pub-

lic Health and Human Services 

committees.  

The intent of  the bill, if  enacted, 

would be to prevent an abortion 

from taking place in Mississippi 

if  a fetal heartbeat is discovered 

during pregnancy unless the 

mother’s life is in danger. That 

could be as early as six weeks into 

pregnancy.   

Physicians who violate the 

measure would be subject to 

potential license revocation and/

or disciplinary action under the 

proposals. 

Even if  passed and signed by 

Gov. Phil Bryant, both supporters 

and opponents expect that the 
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Singletary tackles life, faith and football
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‘I adore the interaction with the 
students as well as their fami-
lies. I have very involved fami-

lies that come to the classroom.’

Susan Powell, DCS Teacher of the Year
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DeSoto County Schools Teacher of the Year Susan Powell works with students in her second-grade Spotlight classroom at Pleasant Hill 

Elementary School in Olive Branch.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

Legendary Pro Football Hall of  Fame line-

backer Mike Singletary shared his testimony 

of  life, faith and football to more than 1,000 

who attended Thursday’s fi fth annual Fellow-

ship of  Christian Athletes (FCA) fundraiser 

breakfast at the Landers Center in Southaven.  

Singletary gave an inspiring message of  

how a pact he made with God as a 12-year-old 

led him to give everything he had in his per-

sonal life and as a football player.  

“Man, I was tackling my sisters, I was 

tackling my brothers, I was tackling my 

mom,” Singletary quipped as he explained 

how dedicated he was to becoming the player 

that ended with a World Championship as a 

member of  Chicago Bears and a Pro Football 

Hall of  Famer.  

Singletary, who is starting this weekend his 

fi rst season as head coach of  the new Mem-

phis Express in the Alliance of  American 

Football, spoke on other items in his talk.

He told coaches the importance of  teaching 

their players about more than just their sport, 

but to also focus on life as another teacher for 

them.  

“Let them see you do things right,” Single-

tary told his coaching brethren. “As a coach, 

I fail a kid if  I’m only teaching them about 

football. If  I’m not teaching them about life, I 

have failed that kid. I don’t know how you can 

play football and not know God.” 

Singletary related his life story and admit-

ted he and his father did not always have a 

good relationship.

“One of  the greatest things that my dad gave 

me was a work ethic,” Singletary said. “But, 

one of  the things that I missed was that I nev-
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Memphis Express football coach Mike Singletary shared his testimony of faith 

and football during Thursday’s fi fth annual FCA fundraiser breakfast at the 

Landers Center in Southaven. Singletary is a Pro Football Hall of Famer as a 

member of the Chicago Bears NFL champions. 


