
Early figures indicate 
another growing year 
for Mississippi’s largest 
public school district. 

While the DeSoto 
County School District 
(DCS) is not required to 
issue its official student 
enrollment figures to 
the state Department of 
Education until Oct. 10, 
first week numbers rose 
by about 400 over the 
first week of classes last 
year.  

DCS officials submit-
ted its early enrollment 
figures during the most 
recent Board of Educa-
tion meeting on Thurs-
day, Aug. 15. 

“We realize that the 
school district plays a 
role in the economic 

growth in the county, so 
we are encouraged that 
our enrollment numbers 
continue to increase,” 
said Supt. Cory Uselton 
in a news release.  

The first week enroll-
ment total in DCS, as 
of Wednesday, Aug. 14, 
was 34,556, which is 404 
students more than last 
year’s first week figure 
of 34,152. 

Six elementary and 
primary schools showed 
the largest increase in 
enrollment, led by DeSo-
to Central Primary and 
Olive Branch Elemen-
tary schools, each with 
a nine-percent hike in 
students over last year.  

Pleasant Hill, Lewis-
burg Primary and Her-
nando Hills Elementary 
rose in attendance by 

seven percent and Chick-
asaw Elementary School 
grew by five percent over 
the first week of the last 
school year.  

The number of kinder-
garteners in DCS schools 
rose from 2,338 last year 
to 2,417 this year. First 
grade totals grew to 
2,522 from 2,470; and in 
second grade, district 
schools have 2,449 stu-
dents over 2,355 in that 
grade last fall.  

Uselton indicated that 
school numbers are 
always looked at closely, 
but especially so in the 
first month of the school 
year.  

“We monitor enroll-
ment numbers and real 
estate developments 
on a monthly basis 
throughout the school 

year,” said Uselton in a 
news release. “However, 
we monitor enrollment 
numbers on a daily basis 
during the month of 
August.” 

Board members also 
reviewed upcoming 
construction projects 
to address the rising 
growth of the district at 
the recent meeting.  

DCS plans to add 22 
new classrooms for 
freshmen at DeSoto Cen-
tral High School, eight 
classrooms at DeSoto 
Central Middle School 
and also at Hernando 
Middle School, and four 
additional classrooms at 

Hernando Hills Elemen-
tary School. 

The DeSoto Central 
freshman addition, 
similar to what has been 
done for freshmen at 
Southaven High School, 
is projected to be com-
plete in the fall of 2020, 
while the other projects 
should be done by the 
time school starts next 
August.  

That is in addition to 
the recently announced 
plans for construction of 
a new Lewisburg Middle 
School with a tentative 
completion date of Au-
gust 2021.  

Past budget moves, 

including mechanisms 
such as certificates 
of participation, will 
allow for the projects to 
happen without raising 
additional taxes.  

“We are excited 
that we will be able to 
address overcrowd-
ing issues in multiple 
school zones without 
raising taxes,” Uselton 
said. “Our school board 
is able to fund these 
projects without a tax 
increase because of 
conservative financial 
practices over the last 
several years.” 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 

PROPOSED BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX 

LEVIES FOR THE UPCOMING FISCAL YEAR FOR 

THE CITY OF HERNANDO 

The City of Hernando, Mississippi, will hold a public hearing on its 
proposed budget and proposed tax levies for fiscal year 2019-2020 
on August 29, 2019 at 6:00 p.m., at City Hall, Board Room, 475 W 
Commerce St. Hernando, MS 38632.

The City of Hernando is now operating with projected total budget 
revenue of $27,821,836.00.  Of that amount 23% or $6,188,740 of 
such revenue is obtained through ad valorem taxes.  For the next 
fiscal year, the proposed budget has a total projected revenue of 
$28,654,044.00.  Of that amount, 23% or $6,406,572 is proposed 
to be financed through a total ad valorem tax levy.

The decision to not increase the ad valorem tax millage rate for 
fiscal year 2019-2020 above the current fiscal year’s ad valorem tax 
millage rate means you will not pay more in ad valorem taxes on your 
home, automobile tag, utilities, business fixtures and equipment and 
rental real property, unless the assessed value of your property has 
increased for fiscal year 2019-2020.

Any citizen of the City of Hernando is invited to attend this public 
hearing on the proposed budget and tax levies for fiscal year 2019-
2020 and will be allowed to speak for a reasonable amount of time 
and offer tangible evidence before any vote is taken.

Tom Ferguson, Mayor
Katie Harbin, City Clerk

Publish in DeSoto Times Tribune
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August 29, 2019

Notice of Public Meeting:
The DeSoto County Regional Utility Authority (DCRUA) will hold a 

public meeting on September 18, 2019.  This meeting will allow citi-

zens of DeSoto County to review the DeSoto County Regional Utility 

Authority Wastewater System Facilities Plan and offer feedback.  

The information provided in the plan explains the current facilities 

planning effort, the role of DCRUA, facilities recommended to be 

constructed, why the facilities are needed, where they will be con-

structed, estimated costs, and environmental concerns.

A copy of the DeSoto County Regional Utility Authority Wastewa-

ter System Facilities Plan will be available for review at 365 Losher 

Street, 3rd Floor, Hernando, MS on September 18, 2019 at 10:00 am 

in the Board of Supervisor’s Board Room.

By order of the DeSoto County Regional Utility Authority this the 

14th day of August, 2019.

/s/ William H. Austin, Jr., Executive Director
DeSoto County Regional Utility Authority

Publish August 15, 2019 and August 22, 2019

Flood impacts meeting set in Nesbit
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-TRIBUNE 

The U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers will host 

a public meeting to 

solicit comments and 

information regarding 

f lood impacts in DeSoto 

County.

Findings from the 

meeting will be used 

to prepare a draft 

Integrated Feasibility 

Report and Environ-

mental Impact State-

ment (DIFR-EIS) for the 

Memphis Metropolitan 

Stormwater Manage-

ment Project, labeled 

North DeSoto County, 

Mississippi. 

The DIFR-EIS will 

focus on developing a 

plan of improvement 

that provides f lood risk 

reduction to public 

infrastructure as well 

as commercial and 

residential properties. 

Project features will 

be designed to avoid or 

minimize adverse envi-

ronmental impacts. A 

project website has been 

set up for public access 

at www.mvm.usace.

army.mil/Missions/

Projects/North-DeSo-

to-County-Feasibili-

ty-Study/.

Several studies have 

been conducted that 

have indicated that a 

feasible plan for f lood 

risk reduction may ex-

ist for the project area, 

with the most recent oc-

curring in 2005, entitled 

Horn Lake Creek and 

Tributaries, Tennessee 

and Mississippi, Gener-

al Reevaluation Report. 

A final plan to reduce 

f lood surface elevations 

was proposed which in-

cluded channel enlarge-

ment, concrete lining of 

some channel sections, 

rip rap bank protection, 

diversion ditch and weir 

construction, berm con-

struction, and environ-

mental enhancement.

The Corps invites the 

public; federal, state, 

and local agencies; 

Native American tribes; 

and other interested 

organizations to par-

ticipate in the scoping 

process which will 

aid in determining 

the scope and depth of 

issues to be analyzed in-

cluding, but not limited 

to, significant problems 

within the project area, 

potential solutions, 

and issues that are not 

considered significant 

by the Public.

The meeting will 

be held from 5-7 p.m. 

on Thursday, Aug. 29, 

at the DeSoto County 

Road Department, 2373 

Gwynn Road, in Nesbit.  

A similar meeting 

was held last Dec. 5 to 

gather information on 

areas where f looding 

has occurred in the 

past.

Interested individu-

als may provide com-

ments and questions 

concerning this study 

to the Corps, in person 

at the public scoping 

meeting; by mail to 

the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers (CEM-

VN-PDC-UDC), ATTN: 

Andrea Carpenter, 167 

North Main Street, 

Room B-202, Memphis, 

Tennessee 38103-1894; 

and/or by email to 

Andrea.L.Carpenter@

usace.army.mil. 

Include your name 

and return address on 

the first page of your 

written comments. 

Comments related to the 

scoping process should 

be received no later 

than Oct. 15 to be con-

sidered in the DIFR-EIS. 

For additional infor-

mation concerning the 

scoping process, public 

meeting, or the study, 

contact Andrea Carpen-

ter, Project Biologist, at 

901-544-0817.
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