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You’ve no doubt heard the phrase, 

“Freedom isn’t free.” In DeSoto County 

this week is a testament to the high cost of  

freedom, while at the same time honoring 

the veterans that served and sacrificed to 

pay that price.  

Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 19-20, a World 

War II B-17 Flying Fortress named “Ye 

Olde Pub” will be made available for public 

viewing at the Olive Branch Airport, 8000 

Terminal Drive. 

Those interested in taking a flight on 

the functioning bomber may also do so at 

a cost of  $475. The ground tour is free of  

charge. 

The B-17 was an important part of  the 

Allies victory over Germany and the Axis 

powers in World War II, said Liberty Foun-

dation pilot John Hess.  

“I don’t think it could have been won 

without this airplane because they made 

them in such great numbers and they were 

so effective in what they did,” Hess said. 

“They are just loved by all of  the veterans 

and historians as being probably one of  

the marvels. It was the heavy bomber, that 

and the B-24 were the heavy bombers of  

World War II. They could carry up to 1,200 

pounds of  bombs and go great distances.”  

A group of  10 made up a B-17 crew 

during the war. Hess followed that statistic 

by reciting a more sobering percentage 

about the plane in active mission service.

“When these men went up in this air-

plane, there was an 80 percent chance they 

would not return,” Hess said. “For others, 

it was a 50 percent chance of  return.” 

“Ye Olde Pub” is 75 years old, but travels 

the country for stops on its nationwide 

tour for the Liberty Foundation, which is a 

non-profit historical society that also flies 

P-51 planes on similar tours. A number of  

DeSoto County authorities have 

arrested a Southaven man in 

connection with charges of child 

molestation.  

According to a DeSoto County 

Sheriff’s Department release, 

Daniel Coulston of Southaven was 

arrested on 

Monday by 

Sheriff’s 

Depart-

ment detec-

tives, and 

the Internet 

Crimes 

Against 

Children 

task force 

from the 

Mississippi 

Attorney General’s Office.  

Coulston has been charged with 

molesting children under the age 

of 16, and the manufacture, pos-

session and distribution of child 

pornography. 

The Sheriff’s Department stated 

in its information that its inves-

tigation is ongoing as Coulston’s 

victims continue to be notified.  

Citizens who may have more in-

formation are asked to contact the 

Sheriff’s Department in Hernando 

and ask for Detective Logan. 

Coulston is being held without 

bond at the DeSoto County Adult 

Detention Center in Hernando. 

A court appearance date was not 

immediately set.  

World War II aircraft makes Olive Branch stop
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The M.R. Davis Public Library 

will have reduced hours after 

Dec. 16, a move announced 

Wednesday by the First Region-

al Library Board of Trustees. 

The board said a nine-percent 

reduction in funding by the City 

of Southaven made the board 

choose cuts in operating hours 

over program cuts.

Library cuts hours, citing budget cuts
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‘I don’t think World War II could 
have been won without this 
airplane because they made 

them in such great numbers and 
they were so effective in what 

they did.’

John Hess, Liberty Foundation pilot
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Pilot John Hess of the Liberty Foundation’s Ye Olde Pub World War II B-17 Flying Fortress stands in front of the aircraft at the Olive Branch 

Airport. As part of its Salute to Veterans Tour, the aircraft tours the country to honor veterans and educate the public on the high cost of 

freedom.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

Patrons of the public library in 
Southaven will soon have fewer hours 
available to read and research materi-
als. The governing body that oversees 
public libraries in northwest Missis-
sippi has blamed funding cuts from the 
City of Southaven behind a decision to 
cut hours of operation.

In response, Southaven Mayor Darren 

Musselwhite pointed to what his city 
has done for the library and the fiscal 
decisions it had to make in approving 
the Fiscal Year 2020 budget it now oper-
ates under.  

The First Regional Library Board of 
Trustees Wednesday announced a re-
duction in operating hours at the M.R. 
Davis Public Library in Southaven 
would begin on Dec. 16.
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