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TOURNEY TIME! High schools face weekend playoff challenge. P6

Here to help

As of  Wednesday afternoon, at least 20 

people had come to the DeSoto County 

Health Department building in Hernan-

do seeking disaster assistance from the 

Small Business Administration, or SBA.

The Health Department, at 3212 High-

way 51 South, is the place where repre-

sentatives from the SBA and Mississippi 

Emergency Management Agency, or 

MEMA, had set up an office for those 

whose homes, residential or commercial 

property were damaged by the January 

tornadoes.

Those who suffered damage had until 

Tuesday, Feb. 25, to visit a representative 

in person and start the process of  receiv-

ing loan interest loans for the repair and 

rebuild from the January storms, said 

Disaster Assistance Team representative 

Tamim Choudhury.

“We’re offering that live assistance 

where you could also make a phone call 

or go online,” said Choudhury. “What-

ever we can answer on the spot, we can 

answer. If  we don’t have the answer, we’ll 

pass it up the chain of  command. We’ll 

get the answer for you.”

The SBA loan help came after Mis-

sissippi Gov. Tate Reeves asked for and 

received from the Administration a di-

saster declaration for DeSoto County and 

its adjacent counties: Tunica, Tate and 

Marshall counties in Mississippi, Shelby 

County, Tennessee; and Crittenden Coun-

ty, Arkansas.

Choudhury is encouraging people in 

the affected areas to simply come and 

talk with the team members to learn 

what the SBA can offer for low-interest 

loans.

“If  you’re a homeowner or a renter, 

just come,” Choudhury said. “You don’t 

have to bring anything. We prefer if  you 

have identification, your home insurance 

policy, but that’s just preference. That’s 

not a requirement. You don’t have to have 

anything to actually have an application 

started.”

Businesses, nonprofits, and others with 

commercial property beyond homes will 

need to have additional information, 

however.

“If  you’re a business owner, then I 

would ask you to bring in documents, 

such as your most recent tax returns, 

your schedule of  liabilities, and your 

profit and loss statement if  you have 

one,” he said. “I ask for these documents 

so I don’t waste your time and we can get 

started right away.”

Nonprofits should bring operating 

statements, a charter of  bylaws, although 

as Choudhury said, “it’s best if  you just 

come in first if  you’re a business person 

or nonprofit manager,” he explained. 

“Come in and talk to us because then you 

have the whole gamut of  things you need 

to bring in.”

The entire process to get an application 
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The Papa John’s restaurant in 

Horn Lake had an employee work 

there between Jan. 28-Feb. 11 

who had contracted Hepatitis 

A. The state Health Department 

said there is no threat of getting 

the virus from the restaurant at 

this time. Concerned people who 

may have gotten food during that 

period may consider getting vac-

cinated if not already vaccinated 

for the virus.  

SBA officials taking disaster loan applications

Hepatitis A found at restaurant
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‘Whatever we can answer on the 
spot, we can answer. If we don’t 
have the answer, we’ll pass it up 
the chain of command. We’ll get 

the answer for you.’

Tamim Choudhury, Small Business Administration
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Tamim Choudhury is part of the Small Business Administration Disaster Assistance Team stationed in DeSoto County through Feb. 25. The 

team is taking in person applications at the DeSoto County Health Department building, 3212 Highway 51 South in Hernando.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

The Mississippi State Department 
of Health (MSDH) is investigating a 
case of Hepatitis A in a DeSoto County 
restaurant employee which may have 
led to possible exposure for customers.

State Epidemiologist Dr. Paul Byers 
told the DeSoto Times-Tribune Wednes-
day morning the Papa John’s pizza 
restaurant, 906 Goodman Road West in 

Horn Lake, had an employee on staff 
who was discovered to have the virus 
and who was working at Papa John’s 
between Jan. 28 and Feb. 11.  

Byers stressed customers should have 
no concerns about getting pizza from 
the restaurant at this time.  

“There is no risk of Hepatitis A 
currently at this facility,” Byers said. 
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Ex-Walls 
police 
chief 

charged

The former police chief  of  

Walls is out on bond after his 

arrest Wednesday on charges 

of  embezzlement.  

Herb Brewer, age 61, was 

arrested by the DeSoto Coun-

ty Sheriff ’s Department and 

Special Agents with the Mis-

sissippi State Auditor’s office, 

according to a news release 

from the Auditor’s Office.  

Brewer was booked at 

mid-morning Wednesday and 

bonded out on $25,000 bond 

about an hour later. He has an 

initial court date of  March 26 

in Circuit Court on the charge.  

The former Walls police chief  

was indicted by a grand jury 

with District Attorney John 

Champion issuing a demand 

letter in the amount of  $6,943 at 

the time of  his arrest Wednes-

day morning. The amount 

includes interest and investiga-

tive costs.  

According to White’s office, 
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Herb Brewer


