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HERE’S THE PITCH! Veteran Coach White set to lead East Central program. P12

Tragedy strikes

Two people are dead and two others 

were wounded in a shooting at the South-

aven Walmart Supercenter off  I-55 and 

Goodman Road early Tuesday morning. 

Officials report a disgruntled employee on 

suspension came in and fired, killing two 

employees and wounding a police officer 

who came upon him. The suspect was 

also wounded as he was approached to be 

apprehended.

DeSoto County Coroner Josh Pounders 

Tuesday afternoon identified the victims 

as Anthony Clay Brown, age 40 of  Olive 

Branch, and Brandon W. Gales, age 38 of  

Hernando. Both were employed at the 

Walmart store in Southaven and both were 

identified as store managers. One of  the 

victims was shot inside the store, the other 

outside the store.

At a late afternoon news conference, Dis-

trict Attorney John Champion identified 

the suspect.

“The suspect’s name Martez Terrell 

Abram,” Champion said. “He has been 

changed with two counts of  murder at 

this point. The charges may be upgraded 

at a later point and other charges may be 

added.”

Abram, 39, and with a Southaven ad-

dress, reportedly was a former employee 

who had been suspended a few days prior 

when he displayed a knife to another em-

ployee. A police report was filed but it was 

later determined not to go any further with 

the case.

“He had a knife in his belt and showed 

it to an employee,” Champion said. “The 

employee was concerned, called the police 

department and wished to make a report. 

To our knowledge, he did not threaten 

anybody with it.”

Calls about an active shooter at the 

Walmart Supercenter began to come into 

the Southaven 911 Dispatch Center shortly 

after 6:30 a.m. Tuesday morning.

Crash ends 
in wreck, 
two dead

Authorities continue to in-

vestigate a wreck on I-55 early 

Saturday morning that killed 

two people and left two others 

injured. 

Hernando Police Chief Scott 

Worsham said his officers were 

trying to stop a vehicle stolen 

from Southaven that refused to 

stop. From McCracken Road near 

Vaiden Road in Hernando, the 

vehicle made its way to I-55 and 

went north in the southbound 

lane of the interstate.

The chase continued to the By-

halia Road bridge on I-55, where 

the vehicle struck an embank-

ment. A passenger was thrown 

out and killed at the scene.

The driver was injured and 

taken to Baptist Memorial Hos-

pital-DeSoto in Southaven, but 

died from his injuries. Two other 

occupants were taken to Mem-

phis hospitals; one to Regional 

One Health and the other to Le 

Bonheur, Worsham said.

Both southbound lanes of I-55 

were closed for several hours 

while authorities cleared the 

accident scene and traffic was 

slowed on the northbound lanes.

The vehicle they were in when 

the wreck took place had been 

taken from a Nichols Drive loca-

tion in Southaven on July 16, said 

Worsham.

Saturday afternoon, DeSoto 

County Coroner Josh Pounders 

identified the victims as Jesse 

L. White and Kristopher Ford. 

Both were from Memphis and 

both were age 20. White was the 

driver who was pronounced dead 

on arrival at Baptist-DeSoto, and 

Ford was ejected from the vehicle 

and died at the scene.

Two dead, two wounded in Southaven Walmart shooting
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Southaven Police Lt. 
Brad Sutherlen, wife Me-
lissa and son Bentley are 

being supported by last 
weekend’s BBQ benefit 
and a golf tournament. 

The family lost their 
daughter and Melissa’s 

mother in a Kemper 
County crash that injured 

Bentley and several 
others and also killed a 

woman from Iowa.

Fundraisers help accident victims’ family

SEE TRAGEDY  STRIKES, P2

‘One of our officers was shot 
at this time, but he was saved 

by his vest!’

Southaven Police Chief Macon Moore
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DeSoto County Sheriff’s deputies and Mississippi Highway Patrol troopers assist in traffic control around the Southaven Walmart Supercen-
ter Tuesday morning after a shooter killed two employees and wounded a police officer before he was also wounded.  
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In the aftermath of a family tragedy, 
friends and community support for a 
Southaven police officer and his family 
are coming forward in the form of bar-
beque and golf balls.  

Lt. Brad Sutherlen and his wife Me-
lissa last month lost their 12-year-old 
daughter Bailey and Melissa’s mother 
Kimberly Holliday in a four-vehicle 

crash in Kemper County. The colli-
sion on U.S. Highway 45 near Scooba 
also killed a 67-year-old woman from 
Altoona, Iowa. Several people were also 
hurt, including Sutherlen’s son Bentley, 
who is having reconstruction work 
done to his face.  

The community is coming together 
to help the family of a police officer 
now needing to support his family 

SEE FUNDRAISERS HELP, P2
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