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RALLY  TIME! Late game comeback gives Northwest win in season opener. P6

All aboard

Horn Lake Mayor Allen Latimer is 

making tracks in his spare time — liter-

ally.

Make that several yards of railroad 

tracks and hundreds of railroad cars 

set up in an outbuilding to the rear of 

his well-landscaped, manicured back 

yard. A small graveyard containing the 

remains of his beloved beagles is nearby.

His miniature train set is a hobby that 

has developed into a passion, a favorite 

past time that transports him back in 

time nearly a half century ago.

“I grew up by the railroad tracks,” said 

Latimer, son of the late Roger and Lucille 

Latimer, a pioneering couple in the Horn 

Lake community. “My mother’s people 

worked on the railroad,” added Latimer.

One of those ancestors was William Sc-

obee, who served in the 3rd Mississippi  

Cavalry during the American Civil War 

and who later laid track for the Missis-

sippi Central Railroad.

Mayor Latimer’s father, Roger Latim-

er, was the owner of a longtime store at 

Bullfrog Corner, the legendary cross-

roads which was prone to frequent fl ood-

ing and thus the ubiquitous croaking 

of bullfrogs in the nearby rain-swollen 

ditches and ravines.

No doubt sandwiches and cold drinks 

from his father’s store quenched the hun-

ger and thirst of many a modern railroad 

worker who headed up U.S. Highway 51 

to the rail yards in Memphis.

The young Latimer also grew up hear-

ing the stories of railroad men and the 

machines that powered their lives and 

imaginations.

“We used to go outside and wait for 

the trains to go by when I was a kid,” 

Latimer said.

It’s no wonder, then, that as a grown 

man Latimer would create an entire vil-

lage encircled by a railroad track, with a 

Stay off 
I-269 says 

MDOT
The Mississippi Department of 

Transportation (MDOT) reminds 

motorists to stay off Interstate 

269 while it is under construc-

tion.

The nine-mile section connect-

ing Interstate 55 and State Route 

305 is nearing completion. 

An offi cial opening of the super 

highway could come as early as 

late next month or early October 

but those plans are tentative.

While the highway may appear 

drivable, barricades are in place 

to prevent motorists from access-

ing the road for a reason.

“It’s all about safety,” said 

James Williams, MDOT Chief 

Engineer. “Highway workers 

are present. The lanes are not 

striped. And portions of the road 

have various layers of asphalt.”

Motorists who drive around 

barricades to access the highway 

put themselves, and others, in 

danger. They also could cause 

damage to the highway which 

could cause construction delays.

“We are getting close to the 

fi nish line on the state’s largest 

active highway construction proj-

ect,” Williams said. “We appreci-

ate the public’s patience while we 

build I-269 and ask for a few more 

months of cooperation while we 

complete construction.”

When it opens later this year, 

I-269 will connect I-55 to Inter-

state 40 in Tennessee.

For more information about 

MDOT maintenance and safety 

projects, visit MDOTtraffi c.com, 

download the free MDOT Traffi c 

mobile app or like and follow @

MississippiDOT on Facebook and 

Twitter.

Horn Lake mayor creates miniature city, railroad

Mike Lee|for the DTT

“The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe” is now in production for seven performances 

with the DeSoto Family Theatre. It opens Friday, Sept. 7 at the Landers Center Theater in 

Southaven.  

‘Lion, Witch, Wardrobe’ set to enchant

SEE ALL ABOARD, P2

‘My grandchildren and I have a 
ball with it.’

Horn Lake Mayor Allen Latimer of 
his antique train set
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Horn Lake Mayor Allen Latimer is the engineer of a toy train set that meanders through miniature towns and villages in a shed in his back 

yard.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

In the 1940s, Irish-born author C.S. 
Lewis penned the fi rst of seven novels 
that – combined into a single work – 
would become his most famous under 
the title, “The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe.”

The series followed the lives of four 
children into a fantasy world called 
Narnia where they encountered various 
characters, both good and evil.  Actu-
ally with Lewis being himself a Chris-
tian, the premise of the work was a 
parallel of the story of Christ’s redemp-
tion of man, though that the fi gure in 
his book was Aslan the lion.

To bring the story to life on stage is 
the challenge faced by John Smiley, 

the director of the production for the 
DeSoto Family Theatre’s presentation 
which starts Sept. 7 at the Landers Cen-
ter in Southaven.  “To me the challenge 
is to bring to life, not an interpretation 
of the well-known story but to involve 
the audience,” said Smiley during a 
rehearsal.

Smiley, who is director of theater at 
Christian Brothers High School, moved 
to DeSoto County in July, 2017 and 
he is well qualifi ed to direct theater 
production.  His ideas and leadership 
is evident in the performance of each of 
the 24 on-stage cast members, as well as 
the behind-the-scenes crew.

“I approach each play from the stand-
point of how, best, I can ‘alter’ the format 
and draw the audience into the per-     
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