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HAPPY NEW YEAR! Here’s wishing you a safe and prosperous 2019!

Time to chow down 

He has eaten his way through much of 

the United States and this past week took 

on the best the Mid-South had to offer. 

Randy Santel calls himself a “profes-

sional eater,” taking on the special food 

challenges that are offered at restau-

rants in 49 states across the country. 

Santel has also taken on food challenges 

in several countries, according to his 

website, www.randysantel.com. 

“I’ve been to 31 countries all over,” 

Santel said Friday in Hernando before 

taking on the Velvet Cream’s Big Dipper 

Challenge. “Australia, New Zealand, a 

whole bunch in Asia and a whole bunch 

in Europe. This coming summer, we’re 

going to Brazil to get to South America 

and then to South Africa and that will be 

six continents.”

Santel, when he is not tackling food 

challenges, is studying for a degree in 

nutrition and dietetics at Missouri State 

University in Springfi eld, Mo. He eats 

during his breaks from his studies and 

also fi nds time to be in the weight room.

“During our summer breaks, we go on 

international tours for up to 80 days,” 

Santel said. “During our winter breaks 

right after Christmas I go on an 18-20 day 

trip right before school starts again and 

we do a tour around the United States. 

During the school breaks is when I get 

my weight loss in and do a lot more exer-

cising than I do during our trips.”

Taking on monster food challenges and 

stuffi ng food down in record time while 

learning how to put together healthy 

diets may not seem to be a smart combi-

nation. But for Santel, he understands 

that his current follower interest in his 

eating will later translate to a ready-

made audience for his future career.

“When I become a dietician in 2021, 

Aldermen 
return 

to work

City Boards of Aldermen 

quickly get back to work follow-

ing the New Year’s holiday, just 

a day later than usual.

With New Year’s Day falling 

on Tuesday, when city boards 

typically meet, the fi rst meet-

ings of the 2019 year have been 

moved to their normal times, 

but on Wednesday.  

The Southaven Board of 

Aldermen will meet at 6 p.m. 

Wednesday at City Hall. Al-

dermen will hear a Planning 

and Zoning application by 

Mark Anglin for a subdivi-

sion approval. The Gardens at 

Snowden Phase E is to be locat-

ed on the west side of Malone 

Road south of Goodman Road.  

Aldermen will also vote on 

a declaration of Mississippi 

Municipal Government Week 

from Jan. 13-19. 

Olive Branch aldermen will 

convene at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Olive Branch Municipal Court 

building to address two items 

of new business. 

One is to consider a recom-

mendation to approve a change 

order with Madden Phillips for 

the Craft Road widening proj-

ect. The change order reduces 

the cost of the contract to more 

than $4.067 million. 

Another item would consider 

a recommendation from the 

City Engineer to refund Barry 

Bridgforth, representing Lem-

on Gale LLC, $15,000 for the 

Traveling food challenger takes on Hernando’s Velvet Cream 

Courtesy MDOT

Crews demolished the 

existing Interstate 55 

northbound bridge 

over state Highway 

306 in early December 

near Coldwater.

MDOT projects continue in Northwest Mississippi
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‘There’s no set time limit but 
I’ll be trying to break the record 

which is 15 minutes.

Randy Santel, professional eater
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Randy Santel, who has traveled 49 states and 31 countries tackling food challenges, takes on the Big Dipper Challenge at Hernando’s Velvet 

Cream in Friday. Santel set a new record, downing the monster burger, bacon cheese waffl  e fries and 60 ounce strawberry milkshake in 13 

minutes, 36 seconds. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

662.563.9311        firstsecuritybk.com

First
Security

bankMANAGE ACCOUNTS  ·  TRANSFER FUNDS

DEPOSIT CHECKS  ·  PAY BILLS  ·  AND SO MUCH MORE

Make your Smart Phone
your GENIUS Phone!

While none of the current road 

projects being constructed in North-

west Mississippi are located in DeSoto 

County, neighboring counties are seeing 

workers active in roadwork entering the 

new year. 

One of particular interest in DeSoto 

County is the I-55 bridge replacement 

going on near Coldwater at exit 271. 

It is a project to replace two overpasses 

at that exit. The existing bridge over 

state Highway 306 was demolished earli-

er in December.  

According to information from the 

Mississippi Department of Transpor-

tation (MDOT), northbound I-55 traffi c 

has been rerouted to a temporary detour 

SEE MDOT, P2
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