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Making a splash

Kids in Southaven have an opportuni-

ty to learn valuable life and safety skills 

while also having fun along the way this 

summer as the Southaven Fire Depart-

ment hosts its annual Fire Academy for 

Kids program.  

The Fire Academy for Kids, a free 

program open to all eight to 12-year-old 

residents living in Southaven, teaches 

kids what it is like to be a firefighter, as 

well as fire safety, motor vehicle safety, 

bicycle safety and first aid skills. 

The program began in 2011 with one 

week-long session and has hosted two 

week-long sessions every summer since 

that year. Each Fire Academy class typ-

ically has about 20 kids. This summer’s 

first session had 22 participants and was 

held from June 24 to June 28 at South-

aven’s fire training facility on Tulane 

Road. 

Malena Alderman, Public Fire and 

Life Safety Educator, leads the kids’ fire 

academy with Southaven firefighters. 

“This program’s a little bit of a behind-

the-scenes look at the day in the life of a 

firefighter or fire and EMS,” Alderman 

said. “It’s also life safety skills from fire 

prevention to injury prevention.”

Each day of camp focuses on a different 

topic and curriculum. On Monday, kids 

were introduced to the fire service and 

learned about all of the different jobs and 

specialties within the fire department, 

as well as the turnout gear, air packs and 

hand tools. They also learned the dif-

ferences between a fire truck and a fire 

engine, toured the vehicles and compart-

ments, sprayed the fire hose and learned 

the different spraying patterns.

Tuesday included a tour of the train-

ing grounds, including the bottom level 

Rain, hail 
hits the 
county

Southaven firefighters host fire academy for kids
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Mississippi Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves 
(left) speaks to Bobby Hollo-
way of the DeSoto County Re-
publican Club before the club’s 
meeting in Southaven Tuesday 
evening. Reeves is campaigning 
for the party’s nomination of 
governor, along with former 
state Chief Justice Bill Waller 
Jr. and Hernando state Rep. 
Robert Foster.

Reeves seeks votes as debate looms
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‘This program’s a little bit of a 
behind-the-scenes look at the 

day in the life of a firefighter. It’s 
also life safety skills from fire 

prevention to injury prevention.’

Malena Alderman, 
Public Fire and Life Safety Educator
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Southaven Firefighter Kasey Livingston shows Sid McKellar how to spray a fire hose during the Fire Academy for Kids, a “fun-filled educa-
tional program” hosted by the Southaven Fire Department that teaches kids fire and safety skills as well as what it is like to be a firefighter.
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Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves has 
taken his campaign for the 
Republican gubernatorial 
nomination back to DeSoto 
County, speaking this week 
to party faithful in South-
aven. 

While the candidates, 
Reeves, former state Chief  
Supreme Court Justice Bill 
Waller Jr. and Hernando 

state Rep. Robert Foster 
are all making separate 
appearances before county 
Republicans, they all will be 
appearing together at least 
one time before the Aug. 6 
primary election. 

That will be when WJTV-
TV in Jackson will host a 
debate between the trio the 
station plans to televise live 
on July 23, just a few short 
weeks before the August 

primary vote.  
“I look forward to talking 

about the issues,” Reeves 
said about the July 23 
debate. “I expect that we’ll 
have a spirited conversation 
about the direction that our 
state needs to move ahead. 
I’m a strong conservative 
who believes that conser-
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Thursday’s rainfall through DeSo-
to County caused several problems 
as the storm system quickly passed 
through the area. 

Entergy spokesman Don Arnold 
said about 2,500 power outages had 
been reported as of 1:15 p.m. Thurs-
day, with most of the customers being 
restored to service as late as 8 p.m. 
that evening.

Among the areas affected by 
electricity loss caused by the thunder-
storms were along and south of Holly 
Springs Road, along and south of Slo-
cum Road near Hernando and south 
of Hernando on U.S. Highway 51. 

Readers of the DeSoto Times-Tri-
bune Facebook page also reported 
rain and water issues caused by the 
storm.  

While one reader reported sun-
shine in Holly Springs, another re-
ported lots of lightning and thunder, 
with hail also seen falling in South-
aven.  

Hail was reported in Hernando, 
along with lightning and wind that 
broke the top of a tree down. The 
DeSoto Times-Tribune office on U.S. 
Highway 51 in Nesbit observed pea-to-
quarter-size hail that briefly fell. 

A Facebook follower from east Her-
nando between Getwell and Malone 
Road said there was hail falling 
there with loud thunder and intense 
lightning. 

Heavy rain, hail and lightning 
were also observed in the Horn Lake 
area. 

There were no watches associated 
with the weather system that came 
through Thursday, a system that 
left in time for evening activities to 
continue to move forward.  However, 
there was a flash flood warning is-
sued for the noon hour period Thurs-
day, and there were reports of some 
homes having to deal with water.

As much as 3-4 feet of water at one 
home was reported.   

Estimated rainfall totals were in 
the three-inch range with the Nesbit 
vicinity getting the most amount of 
rainfall.  


