
At a time when high school and college seniors are 
supposed to be getting fitted for their caps and gowns and 
making the other preparations toward celebrating their 
graduation, the coronavirus pandemic has cruelly taken 
those memories away from them.  

What many of us fondly recall will not be part of their 
lasting remembrances with the closing of school and ac-
tivities in the final weeks of their education toward a high 
school diploma or college degree.  

The memories won’t be the same as most of us savor, but 
DeSoto County is being enlisted to do something different 
that’ll still make these weeks memorable. That is being 
done by simply “adopting” a senior.  

Four women are administrators of a Facebook page that 
gained a substantial amount of traffic the past couple of 

weeks since the pandemic started and schools were closed 
for the year. 

Called “Adopt a 2020 DeSoto County Senior,” the social 
media page connects high school and college seniors with 
those willing to do something special to celebrate their 
accomplishments.  

Robyn Noble Powell, the mother of Horn Lake High 
School senior D’era Noble, came up with the “Adopt a 
Senior” page idea after a friend from her hometown of Port 
Gibson started a similar program and invited Powell to be 
a part of it.  

“I thought this would be something that would be great 
for DeSoto County,” Powell said. “I saw there had not been 
a whole lot being done for the seniors in this area.”

The “Adopt a 2020 DeSoto County Senior” page began on 
April 17 and Powell 
said it has really 
taken off.  

COVID-19: What is it?  Depending 
on who you ask, you will get various 
answers.  Ask the average person on the 
street and you’ll get responses like, “I’m 
not sure, just that it’s a virus,” or “I’ve 
heard it’s a type of  flu.”  Ask a medical 
practitioner and you may get the answer, 
“It’s a now-global pandemic that it is 
believed to have started in China,” and 
some will add, “but we’re not 100 percent 
certain.” 

The fact that the virus is worldwide 
is a puzzlement that has yet to be deter-
mined how it spread so quickly.  For most 
people, the reality of  COVID-19 is that it 
is “out there” and affecting people.  But 
not on a personal level.  News reports 
give the number of  people infected and 
the number of  deaths, both nationally 
and by state.  Mississippi publishes sta-
tistics that are updated almost constant-
ly, and DeSoto County – along with all of  
the counties in the state – are noted. 

Here in DeSoto County, there are at 
least four known deaths from the virus 
out of  a population of  an estimated 

185,000 citizens.  Those numbers might 
seem good, but COVID-19 is not a game, 
nor are the numbers akin to sports 
scores.  They’re real, and they involve 
the lives of  people who have contracted 
the virus and have even passed.  Four out 
of  185,000 is not a good number.  Just ask 
Patsy Eldred of  Horn Lake. 

“I was married to an incredible man, 
Tommy Eldred, for 53 years,” Patsy said. 
“We knew each other since we were 11 
years old and all through his life, he 
was a star in high school, in football, 
basketball, won awards and recognition, 
set records, but was one of  the most 
humble men I’ve ever known.  He didn’t 
boast about himself, and never took the 

spotlight.  He left that to others, We had 
a wonderful life.  We traveled together, 
shared everything.  He was the light of  
my life.” 

In March, Tommy Eldred began feeling 
run down and tired.   

“He was and always had been in per-
fect health,” Patsy recalled. “Even his 
doctors said that Tommy had a strong 
heart, but suddenly, he seemed listless 
and worn out; totally not himself.” 

Tom Eldred was employed by FedEx for 
30 years, working as a manager in ‘the 
hub’ at Memphis International Airport.  
He was well-known as a man who got 
things done, solved problems, and fixed 
things, in Patsy’s memory.  He was also 
admired by those who knew and worked 
with him as an approachable and fair 
man. 

On March 16, Tommy Eldred came 
home from work and was notably 
sick.  He went for a checkup. Doctors 
thought he had viral pneumonia, and 
gave treatment.  Both he and Patsy were 
quarantined at home, out of  precaution 
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COVID-19
UPDATE

DeSoto County continues to 
report more cases of coronavi-
rus, but the number of deaths 
from the pandemic in the county 
remains unchanged, accord-
ing to information Wednesday 
morning from the Mississippi 
State Department of Health, or 
MSDH.  

In Wednesday morning’s 
daily report from state health 
officials, DeSoto County had 277 
positive cases of coronavirus, 
five more from Tuesday morn-
ing’s report, but the number of 
deaths in the county from the 
virus remained at four.  

One of the victims was identi-
fied as a black or African-Ameri-
can DeSoto County resident and 
three were identified as white or 
Caucasian.  

Of the 277 DeSoto County 
positive cases reported, 109 are 
black/African-American, 134 
are white/Caucasian residents 
and 23 are of another ethnic 
background. Eleven cases are 
labeled as under investigation.  

Statewide, the positive cases 
of COVID-19 grew to 6,569, 227 
above what MSDH reported on 
Tuesday morning.  

A total of 250 deaths from 
coronavirus have been reported 
statewide, 11 more from Tues-
day’s information. Nineteen of 
the deaths have come in Lauder-
dale County, 18 from Pearl River 
County, and Leflore County has 
16 coronavirus deaths.  

There have been 752 long-term 
care facility cases that have 
been reported in Mississippi, 
and two of those reports have 
come from DeSoto County.

In Mississippi, of the total 
cases reported, 3,433 are from 
black/African-American resi-
dents, 2,202 are from white/Cau-
casian residents, 638 are from 
other ethnic backgrounds, and 
296 are still under investigation.

Of the 250 state deaths from 
coronavirus, 145 are from black/
African-American residents, 103 
are from white/Caucasian resi-
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‘I had been with him throughout 
the ordeal and was tested, but test 
results showed negative on me. The 

hospital started turning me away 
from visits, leaving him totally iso-

lated from the outside world.’

Patsy Eldred 

Courtesy photo

Center Hill High School graduating senior Torrean Taylor received 

items from Martha Robinson as part of the Adopt a 2020 DeSoto 

County Senior effort, which started with a Facebook group. 

Individuals, families, businesses, and other groups may “adopt” 

a high school or college senior and offer gifts and positive notes to 

celebrate their graduation from school.

Mike Lee|DTT 

Patsy Eldred speaks to a family member from her kitchen with an iPad, similar to her contact with her husband Tommy before he passed 

away from COVID-19 earlier this month. Patsy and son Jeff have started a fund to raise money for iPad usage by patients being treated for 

the virus at Baptist Memorial Hospital-DeSoto, where Tommy was a patient before his passing.


