
Starting with the new year, the eyes 
of the world will be watching the DeSoto 
County School District (DCS) Board of 
Education — quite literally.  

With the regularly scheduled district 
board meeting at 3 p.m. on Thursday, 
Jan. 4, the DCS School Board will, for 
the fi rst time, be meeting in front of 
those gathered in the board room at its 
Central Services offi ce in Hernando, but 
also in front of those who will have the 
capability to watch the proceedings by 
way of a computer live stream through a 
link on the district website, desotocoun-
tyschools.org.  

At minimal cost to the district and 
with the majority of equipment and 

bandwidth already in place, DeSoto 
County Schools board meetings will now 
be available for viewing on a desktop, 
laptop, tablet or any other device that 
can connect to the internet.  

Mississippi’s largest school district 
will join about 1 million producers of 

live web streaming events through its 
provider, a company called Livestream.

“We’re all elected by the people and 
we want the citizens of DeSoto County to 
know about school operations and have 
access to information that is conveyed 
at our board meetings,” said DCS Supt. 
Cory Uselton. “Our board members want 
all of our operations to be as transpar-
ent as possible and I believe this will 
be another step in the right direction 
of the mission of keeping our citizens 
informed.”

Board member Michele Henley, who 
represents District 2, fi rst approached 
Uselton and Chief Operations Offi cer 
Rob Chase about the idea of broadcasting 
board meetings by way of the internet. 

Henley noted many people she met in 
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New focusOlive 
Branch 

Police seek 
robber

Olive Branch Police are in 

search of a suspect wanted 

in the armed robbery of a 

convenience store Thursday 

night. 

According to a post on 

the department’s Facebook 

page, the Pop’s Express at 

Church Road and Pleasant 

Hill Road was robbed short-

ly after 9:20 p.m. 

The suspect entered the 

store armed with a gun. 

According to surveillance 

video, the suspect was 

dropped off by an unknown 

vehicle on Church Road 

shortly before entry and 

then was picked up again 

on Church Road at approx-

imately 9:24 p.m. after the 

holdup. 

Police described the sus-

pect as about fi ve-feet-11 to 

six-feet tall with a medium 

build. The white male was 

carrying a nine-millimeter 

handgun.

Anyone who may be able 

to help identify the suspect, 

or who may have seen a 

suspicious vehicle driving 

slowly in the vicinity be-

tween 9:20-9:25 p.m. Thurs-

day night is asked to contact 

the Olive Branch Police 

Department at 662-895-4111 

DCS board meetings to go to live streaming worldwide
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Bluegrass enthusiasts 
Thomas Dunavent, Doug 
Anderson, Allen Beech, 
David Robinson and Mike 
Quick ring in the new year 
with several favorite blue-
grass numbers during a jam 
session.

Ringing in 2018 with a nostalgic sound

SEE NEW FOCUS, P2

‘Our board members want all of 
our operations to be as trans-

parent as possible and I believe 
this will be another step in the 

right direction of the mission of 
keeping our citizens informed.’

Supt. of Education Cory Uselton
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From left, DeSoto County Schools board member Michele Henley, Supt. Cory Uselton and Chief Operations Offi  cer Rob Chase review plans 
for the start of the district live streaming its school board meetings on Jan. 4. A link on the district web site will allow viewing of the district 
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Bluegrass enthusiasts 

Anderson, Allen Beech, 

session.

The new year was heralded with some 
old-time bluegrass music as a group of 
friends gathered in the Hernando home of 
Thomas Dunavent to have a jam session.

The sound of a ringing banjo, plunking 
guitar and booming bass rhythm coupled 
with a joyous fi ddle and plaintive mando-
lin welcomed 2018 with great fanfare in 
Dunavent’s living room.

In a rapidly-changing, turbulent world 
the sweet sound of bluegrass is comfort-
ing to many who view the modern world 
with more than a jaundiced eye.

“The American, down-to-earth scene is 
special but it’s disappearing,” said banjo 
picker Mike Quick of Lake Cormorant. 
Quick has been playing with the group 
for between 15 to 20 years. “Down-home, 
sweet people aren’t just everywhere any-
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