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BIG  CATCH! Playoff  teams look to continue advancing in postseason. P6

Tee off on autism

It’s been two decades now that DeSo-

to County realtor Wayne Bartley has 

taken some time to play some golf  with a 

purpose. Or at least get about 140 of  his 

golfi ng buddies to come out and play for 

a purpose.  

Bartley, father of  a son with autism 

now age 23, has made it a mission to 

back intervention programs and pro-

vide support for children on the autistic 

spectrum. His “Give A Kid A Chance To 

Be A Kid” annual fundraiser at the Club 

at North Creek in Southaven continues 

each year, he said, because the need 

is still there. Tuesday marked its 20th 

anniversary.  

“When we started this thing off  the 

fi rst time we had about 35 kids that 

would come out and have lunch with 

the golfers and we probably had about 

a couple hundred kids in the program,” 

Bartley said. “Now we probably have 

about 400-500 kids that are involved.”

Bartley said the tournament, post-

poned to Tuesday because of  a rain 

threat for its original date of  April 25, 

will raise about $15,000 for programs 

geared toward autism in North Missis-

sippi. That makes about $375,000 that has 

been raised over the course of  the event’s 

existence. He added that most golfers 

who couldn’t play Tuesday because of  

the date change still insisted he keep 

their entry fee.  

“It’s a big number and I wish it was big-

ger, but it’s a great event,” Bartley said. 

The golfers were given lunch ahead of  

heading out to challenge the North Creek 

course in the tournament, aware their 

sponsorship and entry fee was going to 

Three 
arrested in 
road rage 
shooting

Three men have been arrested in con-

nection with a road rage incident that 

resulted in a motorist being shot. 

According to Olive Branch police, 

an altercation began about 7:30 p.m. 

Monday evening on eastbound I-22/U.S. 

Highway 78 east of Goodman Road. 

The incident continued as the drivers 

reached state Highway 305, when the 

driver of the suspect’s pickup truck 

produced a handgun and fi red at the 

passenger side and rear of the victim’s 

vehicle. One of the bullets struck the 

driver in the wrist, while a passenger 

in the vehicle, the victim’s 12-year-old 

son, was not hurt.  

Police reported that the suspects then 

left the interstate and headed south on 

Highway 305. The unidentifi ed victim 

was able to make it to Methodist-Olive 

Branch Hospital for treatment of non-

life threatening injuries.  

The pickup truck the suspects were 

reportedly driving, a two-tone brown 

and tan Ford, was later spotted in 

Southaven and with help from the 

Horn Lake police and DeSoto County 

Sheriff’s deputies, the suspects were 

captured and arrested.  

Facing two counts of attempted mur-

der each in connection with Monday 

evening’s incident are Joshua Harris, 

age 21 of Southaven; Noah Smith, age 

20 of Southaven; and Dylan Stallings, 

age 16 of Horn Lake. Stallings is being 

charged as an adult in the incident.  

Harris being held on a $666,666 bond; 

Smith and Stallings are both being 

held on a $444,444 bond.

An initial court appearance of May 2 

has been set for Stallings, and May 23 

for both Harris and Smith.  

Golf fundraiser reaches the two-decade mark

Bob Bakken|DTT

Lewisburg High 

School is home to the 

best high school in 

Mississippi, according 

to the latest ranking 

of public high schools 

from U.S. News and 

World Report. Three 

of the top fi ve high 

schools in the list for 

Mississippi are locat-

ed in DeSoto County.

DCS again top state ranking of high schools

SEE GOLF FUNDRAISER, P2

‘We have fun, we feed them 
good food and have great priz-

es, but ultimately the money 
they spend is investing back 

into families that really need 
support.’

Wayne Bartley, 
Autism golf fundraiser founder
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Golfers chat and warm up ahead of the start of Tuesday’s “Give A Kid A Chance To Be A Kid” 2019 Autism Golf Tournament, in its 20th 

year at the Club at North Creek in Southaven. Signs reminded the golfers of important statistics regarding the growing autism spectrum.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE 
BETTER SINCE 1839

Another proof about the quality of 
education in DeSoto County public 
schools has come out, this time from 
the publication U.S. News and World 
Report. 

The magazine annually releases a 
ranking of public schools in the nation 
and also ranks them by state.  

In the latest report that has been re-

leased, three of the top fi ve high schools 
in Mississippi are located in DeSoto 
County, four of the top six and fi ve of 
the top 20 high schools come under 
the banner of DeSoto County Schools 
(DCS).  

Topping the list once again is Lewis-
burg High School, which indicates a 94 
percent graduation rate and a college 
readiness index of 33.4 out of 100.  

Nationally, Lewisburg stands at num-

SEE DCS TOP RANKING, P2
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