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PLAYOFF PATRIOTS! Lewisburg soccer teams one game from state championship. P6

Ready to fight

Today (Tuesday) is an important day for 

opponents of  the City of  Olive Branch’s 

proposal to add about 50 square miles and 

5,000 new homes in the Lewisburg and 

Center Hill areas into its city limits. 

A bill authored by District 7 state Rep. 

Steve Hopkins (R-Southaven) that would 

require a vote on any annexation attempt 

could die unless it is allowed to move out 

of  committee by the end of  the day. It is 

listed as House Bill 1051 on the calendar at 

the State Capitol and is being addressed in 

the Apportionment and Elections Commit-

tee.  

However, an even more important day 

is still ahead in the issue of  annexing the 

area to the south and east of  Olive Branch. 

The areas include the Pleasant Hill, 

Bridgetown, Lewisburg and Cedar View 

communities to the south and the Center 

Hill community to the east.  

That date is Wednesday, April 17, at 9 

a.m. in DeSoto County Chancery Court 

in Hernando, when a judge will consider 

arguments for and against the annexation.

Residents crowded into New Prospect 

Baptist Church in Lewisburg Saturday 

morning where organizers of  the group 

fi ghting the annexation called the Unin-

corporated Community of  DeSoto County 

provided information on their progress 

and answered questions those in atten-

dance had about the issue.  

President Joe Masson, spokesman Mark 

Dickey and Jamie Ross updated an esti-

mated 375 people about what the group has 

been doing to fi ght the annexation since it 

was fi rst announced by the Olive Branch 

Board of  Aldermen last November.  

The opponents have been busy on a cam-

paign to seek backing from affected home-

owners’ associations and subdivisions that 

face becoming residents of  Olive Branch if  

Woman 
hurt in 

overnight 
shooting

Southaven Police are inves-

tigating an overnight shooting 

early Monday morning that 

left a woman wounded and 

hospitalized. A suspect in the 

incident is being sought. 

Police report offi cers were 

called to the area of Goodman 

Road and Southcrest Blvd. 

shortly after 2:15 a.m. Monday 

morning on the report that a 

shooting had just taken place.  

When offi cers arrived, a 

vehicle in the roadway was 

approached and inside they 

found a woman suffering from 

a gunshot wound. The gunshot 

had been fi red through the 

driver’s door window.

Initial medical attention 

was provided the unidentifi ed 

victim until the arrival of an 

ambulance. It was at that time 

when she was taken to the 

emergency room at Regional 

One Health in Memphis in 

critical condition.  

Police reported the only 

information they had as of 

Monday afternoon was that 

the suspect vehicle is a black 

Dodge Challenger or Char-

ger-type of car and had dark 

tinted windows. The suspects 

continued east on Goodman 

Road after the shooting, police 

said.  

No one else was reported 

hurt in the Monday morning 

incident and police are con-

tinuing their investigation. 

Annexation opponents pack weekend meeting on issue

Courtesy photo

From left are DCS Assoc. 

Supt. Van Alexander, Iris 

Xue, Elisia Campbell, and 

Hernando Middle School 

principal Dr. Jerry Floate. 

Xue, a student at DeSoto 

Central Middle School, 

won the DeSoto County 

Spelling Bee held in 

Hernando and qualifi ed 

for state and possible 

national competition. 

Students win at county spelling bee

SEE ANNEXING ISSUE, P2

‘The simple answer is that it is 
just about money for them (Ol-

ive Branch). I want to be allowed 
to get in the ring and to fi ght.’

Mark Dickey, Annexation opponent
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Residents at a packed New Prospect Baptist Church in Lewisburg Saturday morning learn  of the progress to the opposing proposed annex-

ation eff ort by the city of Olive Branch.  
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It took 68 rounds and 268 correctly 
spelled words to determine fi rst and 
second place winners in the 2019 DeSo-
to County Spelling Bee, a countywide 
event that included Northpoint Chris-
tian, Sacred Heart and DeSoto County 
Schools.

The winner was Iris Xue  (pro-
nounced “Shra”), a seventh-grader 
from DeSoto Central Middle School. 

The runner-up was Elisia Campbell, an 
eighth-grader from Lewisburg Middle 
School. 

Both received trophies and Iris will 
compete in the Mississippi Association 
of Educators’ statewide Spelling Bee in 
Jackson in March.  

In the event Iris is unable to attend 
the competition, Elisia is eligible.  The 
winner at the state level will be eligi-

SEE SPELLING BEE, P2
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