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HUSTLE HEATING UP!  Suns cooled off with huge weekend win. P6

Ready to build

DeSoto County residents learned 

more Monday about the timetable for 

much-needed improvements to Holly 

Springs Road and other county road 

projects.

At a morning news conference outside 

the Board of Supervisors meeting room 

in Hernando, supervisors detailed plans 

for construction and improvements on 

Swinnea Road, Nail Road, Starlanding 

Road and the widening of Craft Road, in 

addition to the long-anticipated $30 mil-

lion work to Holly Springs Road. That is 

a project expected to benefi t DeSoto, Tate 

and Marshall County residents who live 

along the road. 

The Holly Springs improvements got a 

huge boost from the federal government 

with a recent $13 million BUILD grant 

from the U.S. Department of Transpor-

tation. 

Other funds are coming to help in 

covering the cost of raising the section 

of Holly Springs Road, a roadway that 

is a constant site for fl ooding and road 

closures. The money will be bolstered by 

a bond issue covered by savings and the 

county’s debt capacity to make the proj-

ect happen without raising taxes, said 

board president Mark Gardner.  

“You know, when you want to buy 

something at your house, you save for 

it and that’s what your Board of Super-

visors has been doing for many years, 

saving your money and saving up for 

today,” Gardner said. “It’s been 14 years 

since DeSoto County government has 

had a tax increase. Even in past years, 

Cyclists 
get track 

boost
The City of Hernando is 

proud to announce that a new 

“Pump Track” has been com-

pleted at Renasant Park.  The 

project was a culmination of ef-

forts from both the North Mis-

sissippi Trail Alliance (NMTA) 

and the City of Hernando.   

The City of Hernando part-

nered with the NMTA to create 

a pump track that that is good 

for young children learning 

to ride a bike as well as more 

experienced riders wanting to 

have fun.  NMTA works to de-

velop, maintain, and advocate 

for sustainable, natural sur-

face trail systems suitable for 

mountain biking in the North 

Mississippi area. They exist to 

promote the sport of mountain 

biking and trail running as 

healthy and positive activities 

that compliment other outdoor 

recreational sports.  

“We appreciate the efforts 

of the North Mississippi Trail 

Alliance for their time and 

effort to build the track,” said 

Mayor Tom Ferguson. “People 

who enjoy bike riding or who 

are looking for an alternative 

form of recreation will benefi t 

from the project.”

The pump track, which is 

located near the entrance at 

Renasant Park, is designed as a 

looping trail system that allows 

riders with different abilities 

to maneuver along the track 

and gain momentum by “pump-

ing” the terrain transitions of 

the surface, making it good for 

young riders.  They can ride 

the track without using pedals.  

Supervisors reveal timeline for Holly Springs, other road projects

Bob Bakken|DTT

Race car driver T.J. 

Hughes kneels with ring 

in hand as he proposes 

to girlfriend Becky Ol-

sen in the middle of the 

Southaven Christmas 

Parade on the city’s 

Main Street Saturday 

night.

Parade day becomes proposal day

SEE READY TO BUILD, P2 SEE CYCLISTS, P5

‘You know, when you want to 
buy something at your house, 
you save for it and that’s what 
your Board of Supervisors has 

been doing for many years, 
saving your money and saving 

up for today.’

Mark Gardner, Board of Supervisors President
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DeSoto County Supervisor Michael Lee discusses the timeline for Holly Springs Road improvements during a news conference Monday 

morning. The fi rst phase of the project should begin in the fall of 2019 with an estimated completion date of 2022.  
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It was a week late in happening, as 
rainy weather postponed the Southaven 
Christmas Parade of Lights from step-
ping off until Saturday evening. 

But many of those who came out and 
enjoyed the fl oats and vehicles that 
made their way down Southaven’s Main 
Street also got to watch as T.J. Hughes, 
a local race car driver who was driving 
his race car in the parade, stopped ev-

erything when he got out of his vehicle 
and motioned his girlfriend over in the 
middle of the street.  

Becky Olsen obliged and then her 
smile became a shock of joyful surprise 
when T.J. got down on one knee and 
asked Becky if she would marry him.  

Of course, she said yes, followed by 
kisses and hugs as T.J. proceeded to put 
her engagement ring on Becky’s fi nger. 

SEE PROPOSAL  DAY, P2
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