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SHE’S A CHAMP! Coleman claims state tennis title for Center Hill. P6

Hail to the chief

Dr. Michael J. Heindl was selected 

as the ninth president of Northwest 

Mississippi Community College by the 

college’s Board of Trustees during a spe-

cial meeting held April 26 on the Senato-

bia campus. He will assume offi ce July 1 

following the retirement of Dr. Gary Lee 

Spears, a native DeSoto Countian, who 

has served as president since 2005.

Heindl, 44, currently serves as 

executive vice president of Administra-

tion and Finance at Mississippi Gulf 

Coast Community College (MGCCC) in 

Perkinston. He and his wife, the former 

Jennifer Ingram, have three children—

Taryn, 22, Harrison, 14 and Nicholas, 

12—and one grandson, Jayson, 3. Jenni-

fer is an ER nurse currently pursuing 

her master’s degree to become a nurse 

practitioner.

“I’m very honored and privileged to 

be able to serve the institution at this 

important time,” said Heindl. “I’ve 

spent numerous years in the commu-

nity college system working toward a 

day like this.  My wife and I are excited 

to be Rangers, and we look forward to 

moving our family to Senatobia.”

A native of Clinton, Heindl will head 

the state’s third-largest community col-

lege with a current enrollment of more 

than 7,000 students on three campuses 

and online. 

“We were blessed to receive many 

applicants for the position of president 

of Northwest. All of the applicants had 

outstanding credentials,” said Dr. Adam 

Pugh of Lafayette County, chairman 

of the Board of Trustees.  “Dr. Heindl’s 

background and accomplishments 

helped him stand out as a quality appli-

cant from the beginning of the process. 

I am very pleased that our board se-

Woman 
killed in 
S’haven

Southaven Police are investigating 

the shooting death of a 57-year-old 

Southaven woman late Thursday 

who was found dead in the garage of 

her home, located near Northwest 

Mississippi Community Col-

lege-DeSoto Center.

Southaven Police Chief Steve 

Pirtle said late Friday that the 

victim had been identifi ed as Brenda 

Wright, 57, of Southaven.

“All next of kin that we are aware 

of have been notifi ed,” Pirtle said. 

“We do not have anyone in custody 

at this time. The investigation is 

ongoing.”

Southaven Police were called to a 

residence located in the 900 block of 

McGowan Drive at approximately 

9:40 p.m. Thursday. 

The neighborhood is located just 

north of Northwest Mississippi 

Community College-DeSoto Center 

and in close proximity to the Legacy 

at Church Lake Apartments.

According to DeSoto County 

Interim Coroner Josh Pounders the 

woman’s body was discovered in her 

garage by police.

Pounders said that neighbors re-

ported hearing gunshots and called 

police.

Southaven Police responded and 

found the woman dead at the scene.

“Detectives are investigating to 

identify a suspect,” Pirtle said in a 

statement earlier Friday.

Wright was said to be at home by 

herself at the time of the shooting. 

Wright’s husband is said to have left 

the residence to pick up his stepson 

and had been gone from the resi-

dence for about 15 minutes when the 

shooting occurred.

“Her body will be sent to the Mis-

sissippi Crime Lab in Jackson for an 

autopsy,” Pounders said.

Heindl named Northwest Community College president

Lewisburg High recognized in new national report
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‘I think that my having worked 
in higher education for the last 

16 years and in every area of 
higher education has uniquely 

equipped me to lead North-
west.’

Dr. Michael J. Heindl, NWMCC President
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Northwest Mississippi Community College Board of Trustees Chairman, Dr. Adam Pugh (right), congratulates Dr. Michael J. Heindl on 
being named the college’s ninth president by the board April 26. Heindl and his wife, Jennifer (left) will move their family to Senatobia 
over the summer as he begins his duties July 1.            

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

BY JULIE BAUER
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES-TRIBUNE

The academic success of high schools 
in DeSoto County is again being recog-
nized on a national scale.

The publication U.S. News and World 
Report has released its latest Best 
High Schools rankings and Lewisburg 
High School earned what the magazine 
termed a “silver” badge among the top 
schools in the country. 

Lewisburg was ranked second behind 
Ocean Springs as the best Missis-
sippi high schools, according to the 
report.  Petal High School was also 
awarded a silver badge.  

In the report, U.S. News routinely 
identifi es the country’s top-performing 
public high schools to provide a clear, 
unbiased picture of how well public 

schools serve all of their students – 
from the highest to lowest achieving 
– in preparing them to demonstrate 
profi ciency in basic skills as well as 
readiness for college-level work.

Supt. Corey Uselton said national ac-
colades validate the hard work taking 
place at every level in the district.

“We are excited that Lewisburg High 
School received a silver medal, and 
that four other high schools (DeSoto 
Central, Olive Branch, Center Hill, 
and Hernando) received bronze medals 
from the U.S. News and World Report,” 
Uselton said. “With fi ve high schools in 
the top 13 high schools in the state, this 
is a testament to the hard work of our 
teachers, students, administrators, and 
staff.”
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Lewisburg High School
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