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Curious about the next step of DeSoto’s Best? See page 3 for more details on the process of this 

exciting time in the county!

The first round of DeSoto’s Best is over. Now what?

See more on page 3. 
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Happy Ice Cream comes to Olive Branch Staks to 
open in Silo 

Square
By Erin Killion

erin@dttclick.com

See Vaccines on page 2

The moment you walk into Happy 
Ice Cream, the first thing to catch your 
eye is the lineup of colorful popsicles 
and buckets of ice cream. Next, it’s the 
faces of the people behind the counter 
grinning at you from behind their 
masks. 

Pedro Cisneros and Manuel 
Medina celebrated the grand opening 
of their new ice cream shop in Olive 
Branch on Saturday. With a menu full 
of classics like the banana split, and 
house specials like the Mangonada, 
Cisneros said Happy Ice Cream will 
have something for everyone. 

Cisneros and his wife, Yaselin, 
knew they wanted to open an ice cream 
shop, but they really had no clue where 
to start. The pair traveled to California 
from their home in Jackson, Tennes-
see, to learn more about the steps they 
should take to open their business, 
which is where they met Medina. 

Medina, who is from DeSoto 
County, discussed his plans to open an 
ice cream shop in his hometown with 
Pedro and Yaselin. Now, just a couple 
of months later, Happy Ice Cream 
opened its doors.

“It’s been hard for us with our first 
business,” Cisneros said. “We’re very 
excited, though, and we hope this 
works for the community.”

In contrast to other chain ice cream 
restaurants that use concentrates and 
water bases, Cisneros said that the ice 
cream they make is milk-based, and 
everything is made in-house. Each of 
the 40 different popsicle flavors are 
made with fresh fruits, milk and other 

More than 105,000 Mississippians 
have received first doses of a coronavi-
rus vaccine, and more than 9,000 have 
received both of the required doses. 

During a press conference on 
Monday, Gov. Tate Reeves said that 
Mississippi is no longer ranked last 
in total number of people vaccinated. 
At the time of publishing, the state is 
ranked 39th in total vaccines admin-
istered and 36th in the percentage of 
distributed vaccines that have been 
administered.

An additional 20,000 COVID-19 
vaccine appointments were uploaded 
into the state health system on Monday, 
according to Reeves, and more appoint-
ments should open up on Jan. 25.

The state’s long-term care facilities 
were also over-allocated, according to 
Reeves, and 10,000 first doses of COVID-
19 vaccines were reallocated from them. 
Reeves’ top priority is getting shots in 
arms, he said, and the state has the 
ability to administer between 67,000-
68,000 first doses this week. 

After Gov. Reeves made people 
aged 65 and older and people with 
certain underlying health conditions 
eligible for vaccination last week, 

the phone line and website for book-
ing vaccination appointments were 
overwhelmed, with many reporting 
website crashes and hours long wait 
times. Reeve’s said that IT specialists 
had improved website functionality 
and surge testing on Monday showed 
the website handling 6,000 new users 
each second without crashing. 

“Nothing shocks me anymore, but 
we should not have significant addi-
tional issues going forward,” Reeves 
said. 

Still, distributing the vaccines the 
state has been given can only go so far. 
The level of demand is currently much 
higher than the number of doses allo-

cated to the state. 
“We can only give out as many 

vaccines as we’re given, but can’t do 
more than that,” Reeves said. “We do 
still need to recognize that and exercise 
some patience.”

In line with that priority, Reeves 
said he would not be sending more 
doses to clinics that have many unad-
ministered doses. Clinics with a distri-
bution rate of 65% or less will not 
receive any more vaccines until they 
administer the doses they already have.

The Department of Health adminis-
tered vaccines to state lawmakers and 

A Memphis breakfast staple is 
making its way to Southaven. Staks 
Pancake Kitchen will open its third 
location in the Silo Square develop-
ment this spring.

As its name suggests, Staks is 
known for its specialty pancakes, like 
the cinnamon roll, strawberry short-
cake and the Elvis, which is a chocolate 
flapjack topped with peanut butter and 
bananas. 

Staks owner Brice Bailey said that 
DeSoto County seemed like the best 
place to expand his business.

“We’re really, really excited to be 
moving to Desoto County,” Bailey 
said. “It’s the best opportunity in the 
Mid-South to grow.”

The breakfast spot will be nestled 
in Silo Square, which opened its 
first business in late summer. Once 
completed, the $300 million develop-
ment will have restaurants, businesses, 
banks and houses. For now, the devel-
opment has a couple of home stores 
and gift shops like Ultimate Gifts, some 
salons and a few homes. 

Staks opened its original loca-
tion in Laurelwood Collection in East 
Memphis in 2015. Bailey, who began 
his career working in banking, opened 
Staks because he wanted to create a 
product that people would enjoy. 

“I think I just like to provide a 
service that makes people happy, and 
food does that,” Bailey said.

Besides the specialty cakes, the 
menu at Staks is full of mouthwatering 
breakfast and lunch items, including 
build-your-own omelets, breakfast 
tacos, shrimp and grits, and plenty of 
signature coffee drinks and cocktails. 

The new location plans to carry 
over the same menu and aesthetic that 
the original locations made popular. 
The space will seat about 100 people 
indoors, and there will be a large patio 
outdoors as well. 

“Staks Pancake Kitchen is the 
perfect addition to our growing roster 
of tenants,” Silo Square owner and 
developer Brian Hill said. “This area is 
meant to be a hub for local businesses, 
so the partnership just made sense. I 
feel this is exactly the kind of fami-
ly-owned establishment that South-
aven residents will love.”

Staks is set to begin construction in 
February and will open its doors in late 
spring to early summer. 

ingredients. 
“We decided we want to make 

something different,” Cisneros said. 
He said that all the recipes for their ice 
cream come straight from Mexico. 

One of the most unique menu items 
is the Mangonada. The sweet and spicy 

treat is made with mango ice cream, 
lime juice, a little bit of Tajín season-
ing and plenty of chamoy sauce. This 
recipe is special to Happy Ice Cream. 

Cisneros said that, though he and 
Medina are overwhelmed with the 
challenges ahead, they’re excited to 

get started and bring great ice cream to 
Olive Branch. 

“I think we finally found the right 
spot,” Cisneros said.

Happy Ice Cream is now open 
at 5025 Church Rd Suite 125 in Olive 
Branch. 
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Top: Happy Ice Cream has over 40 differ-

ent homemade popsicle flavors, each 

with unique recipes.

Right: Co-owner Pedro Cisneros scoops 

mango ice cream to prepare a Mangona-

da, which is a house special treat. 

Over 105,000 Mississippians have received first dose of vaccine


