
James Smith drove all the way up from 
McComb to share his resume and explore 
possible teaching opportunities with 
DeSoto County School District.

Smith made the rounds going table-
to-table introducing himself and talking 
to administrators and learning about the 
county’s various schools at the district’s 
annual Teaching Career Fair held on 
March 2 at the Landers Center.

He said he would like to find a teach-
ing position in physical education.

“I love working with the kids and 

doing what it takes to make them happy,” 
Smith said.

Smith, who has two years of experi-
ence as a substitute teacher in McComb 
area schools, learned that phys ed teach-
ing jobs are hard to come by, but walked 
away encouraged nonetheless.

“It’s a tough position to find because 
most of the coaches teach,” Smith said. 
“So they’re aren’t a whole lot of jobs in 
that out there. But I liked what I saw from 
the different schools here.”

Martha Anderson, who is currently 
attending Jackson State University, said 
she was looking for a teaching job in 
either social studies or psychology. She 
visited with administrators at Horn Lake 
and Lewisburg.

“I’m excited about being here,” Ander-
son said. “I drove all the way from Lexing-
ton, Mississippi.”

The career fair allows potential teacher 
applicants to visit different tables with 
administrators from schools in South-
aven, Olive Branch, Horn Lake, Hernando, 
DeSoto Central, Lake Cormorant and 
Lewisburg at the primary through high 
school level and learn about job openings.

About 200 job seekers registered for 
the event.

“This is our biggest recruiting event 
that we do every year,” said DCS spokes-
person Geri Hill.

Dr. Jerry Floate, principal of Hernando

Residents of Horn Lake who 
spoke out against a proposed 

mosque on Church Road will 
have to wait at least another two 
weeks for a final decision by the 
city.

The Board of Mayor and Alder-
men were set to hear an appeal at 
its regular meeting on Tuesday, 
but had to postpone hearing the 
case due to a death in architect 
Douglas Thornton’s family, who 
is representing the owner. 

The Planning Commission 
turned down the mosque at its 
Feb. 22 meeting over traffic and 
safety concerns to the surround-

ing neighborhood.
“I apologize to those who 

made a special effort to be here,” 
said Mayor Allen Latimer. “But 
in view of the circumstances, it’s 
going to be put on a later dock-
et. They do intend to appeal. I 
appreciate your patience and un-
derstanding. I know the Board of 
Aldermen is anxious to see you 
and hear you when that comes 
before the board.”

Owner Ray Elk of Memphis 
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Prospective job candidates had a chance to talk to DeSoto County educators about future teaching  opportunities at a recent career fair held at the 

Landers Center
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DeSoto County Schools host job 
fair for next generation of teachers

McLemore recalls being 
first African-American 

registered to vote in 
DeSoto County

Dr. Leslie McLemore didn’t know what kind 
of a reception he would receive when he drove 
from his hometown of Walls to the DeSoto 
County Courthouse to register to vote in 1962.

He would make history as the first Afri-
can-American to register to vote in DeSoto 
County. It was also in 1962 when James Mere-
dith broke the color barrier by becoming the 
first African-American student to be admitted 
to the then segregated University of Mississip-
pi, a key moment in the struggle for civil rights.

McLemore was a 21 year-old student at Rust 
College in Holly Springs at the time, and was 
already on the front lines of the civil rights 
movement for black equality. He had partic-
ipated in a boycott of the local movie theater 
because they refused to seat black people in 
the downstairs section, and later joined the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) and Students for Non-
violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). 

Before he registered to vote in DeSoto Coun-
ty, he had been helping other African-Amer-
icans register in Marshall, Dixon, and Tate 
counties in Mississippi. That experience was 
far different from what he would encounter in 
DeSoto County. 

“I had a hard time in Marshall County be-
cause of the local sheriff,” McLemore said. “His 
name was Flint Ash. And Flint Ash threatened 
me more than once.”

Dr. McLemore, a political science professor 
at Jackson State University and the first Afri-
can-American elected to the Walls Board of Al-
derman, was a guest of the DeSoto Arts Council 
and DeSoto County Museum on Feb. 25 where 
he spoke about his experiences during the ear-
ly days of the civil rights movement.

Decision on proposed Horn Lake mosque postponed


