
Daniel Davis, 16, is a budding artist 
who aspires to be the next Edgar Degas, 
or perhaps Claude Monet.

Davis is one of several youth re-
cently taking part in the DeSoto Arts 
Council’s Art Summer Camp held at 
Longview Point Baptist Church July 
9-13.

The art camp’s theme of “Fun With 
Impressionism” introduced the young-
sters to many of the Old World masters 
of art.

“I learned a lot,” said Davis, who 
served as a volunteer assisting Art 
Council Executive Director Margaret 
Yates. “I learned a lot about Degas. 
When I saw his art, I was really in-
spired.”
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‘Thai’ that binds

Young 11-year-old Seth Gallagher of 

Southaven will have quite the story to 

tell once school begins again and class-

mates share stories of what they did 

during summer vacation.  

Some will tell of heading to the beach, 

others will talk about visiting grandpar-

ents or spending time at Art Camp or 

any kind of sports camp. 

Few, if any, will be able to top Seth’s 

recounting of his return to his native 

Thailand to meet the elderly woman who 

cared for him during his fi rst year of 

life, meet family and spend time in the 

Asian country he lived in before the Joel 

and Tracy Gallagher family adopted him 

at 13 months.  

Joel, owner of a Southaven insurance 

agency as well as a Southaven Alder-

man, and wife Tracy, who is also active 

in the agency and as director of Serve 

Southaven, brought Seth, brother Will 

and sister Kara, back to Thailand this 

summer.

The Gallaghers accomplished a num-

ber of things in the long trip to Thailand. 

Their children got a fi rst-hand view of 

the country, Seth was reacquainted with 

Miss Ting, now 83 years old, who cared 

for the infant boy from the time his 

mother released him after birth to when 

the Gallaghers completed the adoption 

process.

But, most importantly, Tracy said Seth 

discovered he was very fortunate to be 

loved by so many people on both sides of 

the ocean.  

“We love him every bit as much as 

Kara or Will,” Tracy said. “There’s no 

difference in my heart. I think he’s al-

ways struggled as he’s gotten a little old-

er with that but I think this trip helped 

Voters 
given more 

time to 
register

Voters wishing to cast ballots 

in runoff elections are being 

given more time to register to 

vote in those elections, pur-

suant to a petition by a civil 

rights group.

As a result, the state has 

agreed to adjust a voter reg-

istration deadline to meet a 

requirement of a 1993 federal 

law which would enable them 

to cast a ballot in a runoff 

election if they register 30 days 

prior to the runoff.

In the past, Mississippi has 

mandated that voters be reg-

istered at least 30 days before 

the fi rst round of voting in an 

election. By tradition and law, 

runoffs are slated three weeks 

later.

The Mississippi NAACP, 

the Lawyers Committee for 

Civil Rights Under Law and the 

Mississippi Center for Justice 

argued that under the National 

Voter Registration Act, peo-

ple should be able to vote in 

runoffs if they’re registered at 

least 30 days before the runoff, 

not 30 days before the initial 

election.

Mississippi Secretary of 

State Delbert Hosemann’s Of-

fi ce has agreed and issued the 

following statement.

“A qualifi ed voter who reg-

isters to vote 30 days before a 

runoff election for a federal of-

fi ce will be permitted to cast a 

ballot in that runoff election,” 

Mississippi Assistant Attorney 

General Harold Pizzetta wrote 

Vacation trip connects adopted son, origins

Robert Long|DTT

Youth enrolled 

in the DeSoto 

Arts Council Art 

Summer Camp at 

Longview Point 

Baptist Church 

helped create 

their own render-

ing of the Claude 

Monet master-

piece “Bridge at 

Giverny” during 

camp festivities 

recently.

Center helps budding artists bloom

SEE THAI THAT BINDS, P2

SEE VOTERS, P2

‘There is no diff erence in the 
love you feel for them versus 
what you have for your own 

biological children.’

Joel Gallagher, father of adopted son 
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From left, Kara, Will, Seth, Tracy and Joel Gallagher ride public transportation in Thailand, which is typically very crowded yet orderly. The Galla-

ghers adopted the 11-year-old Seth at 13 months old and this summer reconnected him with his Thai family during a trip back to the Asian country.
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Youth enrolled 

their own render-

Monet master-
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camp festivities 

recently. SEE BUDDING ARTISTS, P2
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