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TO THE FINALS! DeSoto County teams reach state basketball fi nal games. P6

Tourney time

March is a special time of  the year. 

Coming out of  the doldrums of  winter, we 

start to enjoy more daylight, students and 

families look forward to Spring Break, and 

the promise of  warmer weather starts to 

become more of  a reality.  

It is also a special time of  year for 

youngsters who dribble, catch and shoot 

the basketball. There’s a reason it’s called 

March Madness, especially among the 

college crowd, but even down to the high 

school ranks. 

In some places, small towns are almost 

shuttered up as fans follow their teams to 

the state tournament.

That may not be the case in the more 

urban settings of  DeSoto County, but some 

personal time was likely taken and some 

school students found themselves inside 

Mississippi Coliseum this week instead of  

the classroom.  

It’s all about the Tournament, and for 

four DeSoto County schools, the culmina-

tion of  a year of  practice and hard work 

was being reached with their appearance 

in Jackson.  

Boys’ and girls’ basketball teams from 

Olive Branch, the Center Hill boys’ team, 

and the girls from Hernando all took to the 

Mississippi Coliseum fl oor this week in 

search of  bragging rights as the state’s best 

team in their division.  

The number of  teams from DeSoto 

County is actually fi ve when you also 

consider Northpoint Christian School’s 

seventh-straight appearance in the Tennes-

see Division II-A state girls’ Final Four last 

weekend at Nashville.  

Tuesday, Olive Branch and Center Hill 

fans were in attendance to back their 

squads and while the distance to Jackson 

may have been longer than their competi-

Arrest 
made 

in 2018 
murder 

case

An arrest has been made 

in an Olive Branch murder 

case that dates back to last 

year. 

Police late Monday after-

noon released information 

that Angela Carol Wilty, age 

37, had been arrested and 

charged in the death of John 

Wilty on March 23, 2018.

Offi cers were called to an 

Alexanders Ridge Drive ad-

dress when informed that a 

man was lying in the street.

Investigation revealed that 

John Wilty was the victim 

and was in the street with 

several gunshot wounds. 

Police said he was dead at 

the scene.

An Olive Branch Munici-

pal Court search and arrest 

warrant was executed and 

offi cers searched 9897 Alex-

anders Ridge Drive, which 

led to the arrest of Angela 

Wilty on Monday.

Angela Wilty is being 

held in the DeSoto County 

Adult Detention Center on 

$1 million bond pending a 

court appearance on March 

7 at 9 a.m.

DeSoto County fans support basketball teams at state Final Fours
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Jena Koren, a DeSoto 

Central High gradu-

ate hoping to return 

home to teach, talked 

to Lewisburg school 

principals about 

teaching high school 

science during Tues-

day’s DCS Teacher 

Career Fair held in 

Hernando.

Teacher career fair attracts more than 250 

SEE TOURNEY TIME, P2

‘They help get us in a position 
to do the things we are capable 
of doing. It’s the fans that gave 

us that moral support in encour-
agement from the sidelines.’

Jason Thompson, Olive Branch girls’ coach
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Center Hill students cheer for their team during the Mustangs’ 5A semifi nal victory over Hattiesburg Tuesday evening. The win put Center 

Hill into the boys’ state championship game for the fi rst time in school history.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

More than 250 prospective teachers 
attended DeSoto County Schools second 
annual Career Fair on Tuesday, March 
5 at the Board of Education board room 
in Hernando.  Potential teaching candi-
dates were able to meet 42 principals in 
one location, representing eight school 
zones in DeSoto County.

“We are looking for the best and 
brightest teachers to join our team,” 
said DCS Supt. Cory Uselton.  “While 
we recruit and interview at surround-
ing colleges and universities, this is 
an opportunity for candidates to meet 
the educational leaders in our school 
system and hear how DCS is committed 
to excellence.”

SEE TEACHER  FAIR, P2
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