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IT ALL STARTS! Tournament play begins for county prep hoops squads. P5

Future growth

A new interstate passing through DeSoto 

County was expected to bring more busi-

ness and residential growth. Planners with 

the city of  Hernando and the county say 

they are ready to map out that growth and 

confi gure how it will affect their areas.

Bennie Hopkins, Director of  the Plan-

ning and Building Department for DeSoto 

County, and Keith Briley, Director of  Plan-

ning for the City of  Hernando, discussed 

how the new I-269 corridor will impact the 

county and the county seat during Tues-

day’s First Quarterly Luncheon of  the Her-

nando Main Street Chamber of  Commerce 

at 1 Memphis Street in Hernando. 

Briley spoke about the three areas that 

Hernando will be impacted by the new 

interstate: Tulane Road, McIngvale Road, 

and Getwell Road.

In most cases, there will be commercial, 

mixed-use and residential zones around 

the interchanges and Briley indicated 

where those areas are located, such as 

around Getwell Road and I-269, which is in 

the Hernando city limits.  

“As we look at some of  these concepts, 

like mixed-use and planned commer-

cial, most of  us are familiar with what 

planned-commercial looks like,” Briley 

said. “If  you look at Southaven and what is 

south of  Goodman on the east side of  the 

interstate, that’s planned-commercial. It’s 

Former 
Alderman
Doddridge 

passes 
away

Tommy Doddridge today is 

being remembered as an effec-

tive and professional alderman 

and supporter of his city.  

A former four-term Olive 

Branch alderman, Doddridge 

passed away Tuesday at the age 

of 90.

The City of Olive Branch fl ag 

was set to half-staff on Wednes-

day following the news of Dod-

dridge’s passing and will stay 

at half-staff until Doddridge’s 

funeral and burial on Friday.  

Thomas Dye “Tommy” Dod-

dridge was an Air Force veter-

an and a long time employee of 

Home Telephone Company in 

Olive Branch and retired from 

Power and Telephone Supply in 

Memphis. 

Doddridge served four terms 

as an alderman of the city of 

Olive Branch from 1973-1989 

under former mayor Milton 

Nichols, who said he was an 

effective city leader.  

“He was professional in ev-

ery respect,” Nichols said. “He 

was someone who would listen 

and someone you could talk 

to, but he was also someone 

who had his own opinion about 

things and he expressed those 

opinions.”

Nichols added Doddridge was 

always a gentleman and was 

Eff ects of I-269 on Hernando, DeSoto County shared

File photo

Dr. Desh (D.D.) Sidhu is 
shown inside the offi  ce 

area of the DeSoto 
Children’s Clinic, 7145 

Goodman Road in Olive 
Branch when it opened 

last April. The City of 
Hernando has marked 

today (Thursday) as Dr. 
D.D. Sidhu Day to recog-

nize his 40-year career 
as a pediatrician. 

Thursday proclaimed Dr. D.D. Sidhu Day in Hernando

SEE FUTURE GROWTH, P2

SEE  ALDERMAN  DODDRIDGE, P2

‘You have various retail areas 
with diff erent architectural 

features, the diff erent shape of 
buildings and you have a lot of 

pedestrian access.’

Keith Briley, Hernando City Planner
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Keith Briley, head of the Hernando Planning Department, explained how the new I-269 will impact future development during Tuesday’s 
Hernando Main Street Chamber of Commerce luncheon. 
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Dr. D. D. Sidhu, MD, is being honored 
by the Mayor of Hernando for over four 
decades of hard work and community 
service in Mississippi. Thursday, Feb. 
14th will be proclaimed as Dr. D.D. 
Sidhu Day which is a well-deserved 
honor for this dedicated practice of 
Pediatrics and neonatal services.

Dr. Sidhu has been serving kids and 
families in DeSoto, Panola and Tate 
counties for over 40 years. He started 

his practice on June 1, 1978, in Sen-
atobia and opened a second offi ce in 
Southaven after Baptist DeSoto Hos-
pital opened its doors. Just this year, 
he opened a third location in Olive 
Branch. For nearly two decades, Dr. 
Sidhu was the only provider of neona-
tal services in Northwest Mississippi 
and was practically on-call, every day, 
seven days a week, for premature ba-
bies, high-risk deliveries and all other 

SEE DR. SIDHU  DAY, P2
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