
DeSoto County mayors 

have been apprehensive 

to create more policies to 

prevent the future spread of 

COVID-19 as the rate of pos-

itive tests in the county con-

tinue to rise. The towns are 

looking to the state and Gov. 

Tate Reeves for guidance.

Although Reeves an-

nounced a statewide mask 

mandate Tuesday, DeSoto 

County was one of 37 Missis-

sippi counties with a mask 

mandate already in place. 

Walls, which has a popu-

lation of 1,181, had a mask 

mandate in place prior to the 

executive order, according to 

Mayor Keidron Henderson.

The mayors of the major 

towns in the county, includ-

ing Southaven, Olive Branch, 

Hernando and Walls, came up 

with the same sentiment: at 

this time, they’re waiting for 

Gov. Tate Reeves an-

nounced an executive order 

on Tuesday that mandates 

schools in eight counties 

delay reopening schools for 

grades 7-12. DeSoto County, 

one of the state’s COVID-19 

hot spots, was not included in 

this order. 

The counties that will 

have classes postponed are: 

Bolivar, Coahoma, Forrest, 

George, Hinds, Panola, Sun-

flower and Washington. The 

order pushes their start date 

to Aug. 17. A Mississippi To-

day analysis showed that the 

order affects less than 7% of 

students in the public school 

system. 

The executive order also in-

cludes a statewide mask man-

date for public gatherings 

and shopping centers for two 

weeks. Previously, only 37 of 

the state’s 82 counties were 

under a mask mandate. All 

students and staff in public 

schools will also be required 

to wear masks during school 

hours. 

This is all in an effort 

to allow schools to reopen 

safely, according to Reeves’ 

announcement.

“We cannot be too proud to 

change course,” Reeves, who 

has resisted a statewide mask 

mandate, said.

The largest teachers union 

in the state came out against 

the executive order shortly 

after the announcement, in a 
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Parents face hard days and
hard choices in distance learning

Governor orders masks, 
delays some schools

Eric J. Shelton | Mississippi Today
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One of the most famous barbecue 
restaurants in the county, 
Coleman’s was more than just 
a place to eat. George Ready 
remembers the importance of the 
restaurant.

Teachers prepare for a new normal as some students prepare to 
return to in-person classes next week. Classrooms now include 
more distance between students, and some include plexiglass 
shields, among other materials to work to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.
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Before distance learning 

even began at the end of the 

spring semester, Candy Bras-

field knew it would be difficult 

for her and her daughter.

Homework for her daughter 

had always been stressful — 

the rising seventh grader at 

Center Hill Middle School has 

always found math particular-

ly difficult, especially without 

a teacher nearby.

“She really needs that in-

struction time,” Brasfield said, 

noting that professional edu-

cators could help her daughter 

much more than she could.

Now, Brasfield and her 

daughter are ready for the 

tears and frustration to end 

when she can return to school 

on Monday.

Under the DeSoto County 

Schools back-to-school plan, 

parents have the option of 

sending their children back to 

schools for in-person classes 

or keeping them at home for 
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Mayors turn to 
Reeves for direction 

as cases soar

DeSoto schools 
not included,

dividing teachers

The new normal

Remembering
Coleman’s
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