
It’s been a dreary, sad time with the 
discovery and growing threat of  novel 
coronavirus, across the globe as well as 
in DeSoto County. 

In the midst of  the gloom and gray, 
punctuated by the continual periods 
of  rainfall in the county, there are still 
people who seek to pass on on a bit of  
sunshine through the clouds.  

For some, it may be a momentary smile 
with a glimpse of  color, while for others, 
it is the acknowledgment the virus has 
reached their home, but still, they have 
the trust of  the government and health 
officials in addressing the health threat.  

They’re finding unique ways to respond 
to the wide-ranging effects of  the virus.  

Take Jean Bakken of  Southaven, for 
instance.  During the week, when school 
is in session, Bakken is a teacher’s assis-
tant at Pleasant Hill Elementary School 
in Olive Branch.  

When she is not working with 
first-graders, Bakken is found entertain-
ing and bringing smiles to youngsters as 
a balloon twister and entertainer, known 
in the Mid-South as Miss B-Loonie. She 
has made appearances at locations like 
the Children’s Museum of  Memphis and 
the National Civil Rights Museum, as 
well as being found at some local restau-
rants and at special events, like birthday 
parties.  

Jean is skilled at creating impressive 
animals and displays using various 
colored balloons. The public reaction 
is always good, with people acknowl-
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Reeves orders 
dine-in

suspension

Mississippi Governor Tate 

Reeves Tuesday signed an Exec-

utive Order that would require 

state restaurants to suspend 

dine-in service. This would 

allow them to only supply goods 

by carry-out or delivery options. 

This measure is an attempt to 

promote social distancing and 

limiting groups of  10 or more.

“We do know that every 

action we have taken to date 

has unintended consequences, 

affecting thousands of  people’s 

ability to earn a living. It affects 

thousands of  families and it af-

fects thousands if  not hundreds 

of  thousands of  lives. These 

decisions have been amongst 

the hardest of  my career,” said 

Reeves.

As of  Wednesday, the state of  

Mississippi did not have a shel-

ter in place ordinance, however, 

some cities have taken it upon 

themselves to implement one 

already. Schools remain closed 

until April 17 and many govern-

mental offices have sent home 

non-essential workers during 

this time.

In this latest executive order, 

Reeves lays out new guidelines 

to slow the spread of  COVID-19, 

including:

* Mississippians must avoid 

non-essential gatherings of  10 

people or more.

* Suspending dine-in services 

at restaurants and bars across 

the state, instructing them to 

use the drive-thru, take-out, or 

delivery services to get people 

food.

* Mississippians must not 

visit hospitals, nursing homes, 

or long-term care facilities.

* Directing businesses to 

allow every employee possible 

to work from home.

* Defining essential busi-

nesses to give clear guidance to 

partners at the local level and 

ensure no essential services are 

closed.

Bob Bakken|DTT

DeSoto County supervisors, adhering to social distancing, 

held a special meeting Sunday afternoon that passed a proc-

lamation urging residents stay at home and protect them-

selves from the coronavirus pandemic. City governments have 

used meetings that include some members calling in to help 

stay safe while transacting city business. 

County, cities continue coronavirus fight

Bob Bakken|DTT

Jean Bakken, a Southaven balloon artist/entertainer, provides some positive vibes in the COVID-19 pandemic gloom with her brightly 

colored bouquets. Bakken’s weekend idea to put a bouquet on her mailbox has taken off with several people asking for similar bouquets for 

mailboxes or just to include in their homes. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 
1839

Civil emergencies have been declared in all four 
DeSoto County cities, and the County Board of  
Supervisors is urging its residents to stay at home to 
help flatten the curve of  cases and curtail activities 
until the pandemic has passed. 

All four cities have held special meetings this past 
week that resulted in civil emergency ordinances or 
resolutions being passed. Supervisors also met Sun-
day afternoon to pass its own proclamation.

Sunday’s proclamation by DeSoto County recom-
mended and strongly encouraged that residents stay 
at home and that all events of  more than 10 people 
cease where possible. All events should be limited 
to not include older people or those with medical 

conditions that make them more susceptible to coro-
navirus. 

The county action also stated that restaurants 
should not operate dine-in facilities and only do a 
drive-through, curbside and/or delivery service.

Exemptions to the proclamation are first respond-
ers, emergency personnel, dispatchers, court and 
law enforcement personnel, and school personnel 
working on the direction of  an administrator.

“We want to protect our citizens, reach out to them 
and let them know how important this is to follow 
these simple steps,” Supervisor Lee Caldwell said 
after the meeting. “We want to protect our citizens. 
We’re strongly encouraging our citizens to follow 
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Coronavirus response comes in many forms

SEE CORONAVIRUS  RESPONE, P2

‘Last Friday, with the weather 
all gloomy and gray, I felt that I 

needed to bring some colors into 
my spirit.’

Jean  Bakken, Southaven
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A ray of sunshine

SEE CONTINUE  FIGHT, P3


