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 COMING UP ACES! New owners set to revitalize Hernando country club. P6

Danger zone

Rising fl oodwaters and damaging ero-

sion have caused DeSoto County offi cials 

to issue an emergency road and bridge 

closure to a one-mile section of the still 

uncompleted new Fogg Road Bridge.

Tracy Huffman, project manager for 

the $2.5 million Fogg Road Bridge Proj-

ect, said the one-mile section from just 

north of Old Miss. Hwy. 304 to just south 

of Conger Road is closed to the traveling 

project until further notice.

Anyone attempting to drive around 

barricades along that dangerous portion 

of the bridge and eroded roadbed will 

be fi ned by deputies with the DeSoto 

County Sheriff’s Department, according 

to Huffman.

“We have the Sheriff’s Department 

patrolling the area,” Huffman said late 

Friday. “It’s not suitable or safe for the 

traveling public. We’re wanting to get 

the road back open but that can’t happen 

until the water recedes. It’s an act of God 

we’re faced with.”

District 4 Supervisor Lee Caldwell said 

motorists have been illegally driving 

around the orange barricades to drive 

across the bridge. Caldwell fears a car or 

truck traveling at any rate of speed could 

plunge off the side of the road into the 

water, especially at night.

“We want the road to open but we want 

it to be safe,” Caldwell said, adding the 

roadbed has been underwater off and on 

since late February.

It has been diffi cult for Talbot Brothers 

Construction Company to fi nish the proj-

ect with the rain and wet conditions.

“We can’t get in a hurry,” Caldwell 

said. “We have to do it right. Part of the 

roadbed has washed away. What we have 

Southaven 
streets to 

be 
repaired

Southaven aldermen this 

week talked about the condi-

tion of the city’s streets along 

with Mayor Darren Mussel-

white, who said he would be 

using additional money to 

further catch up, as the mayor 

termed it, what in some areas 

of the city is called the horrifi c 

condition of the roadways.  

During Tuesday’s board 

meeting, Musselwhite said he 

would use $2 million in Capital 

Improvements bond money 

to supplement $1.5 million 

already allotted in the budget 

process for street improve-

ments. 

The mayor stresses that 

Southaven is trying to play 

“catch up” in its street work as 

it continues to recover from the 

2008 recession, especially in 

the southeast corner of the city. 

Before the recession took 

place, several subdivisions had 

started to build streets as part 

of the construction process. 

However, when the reces-

sion hit, the developers went 

bankrupt and left hundreds of 

streets unfi nished. 

The bond money that was 

called in with the developers’ 

bankruptcy actions didn’t cov-

er the completion of the street 

work, and in many cases, the 

money apparently was spent in 

other areas before Musselwhite 

became mayor in 2013. 

Fogg Road bridge closed to through traffi  c
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Participants in an upcoming opioid conference on April 15 at Hernando United 

Church are from left, Rev. David Cox, pastor of Hernando UMC, Sheriff  Bill Rasco, 

Cheryl Beene, Chaplain Curtis Pennington and Dr. Ken Thompson, Medical Direc-

tor of the Adult Detention Center.

Opioid conference aims to heal families
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‘It’s not suitable or safe for the 
traveling public. We’re wanting 

to get the road back open but 
that can’t happen until the 

water recedes. It’s an act of God 
we’re faced with.’

Tracy Huff man, Waggoner Engineering
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District 4 Supervisor Lee Caldwell and DeSoto County Administrator Vanessa Lynchard inspect a fl ooded portion of the area near the new 

Fogg Road Bridge, still under construction, off  Old Miss. Hwy. 304.  
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A faith-based forum aimed at fi ghting the 
deadly opioid epidemic sweeping the nation 
is slated for April 15 at Hernando United 
Methodist Church.

Titled “Safeguarding Kids: From the 
Opioid Epidemic,” the forum is being pre-
sented by Curtis Pennington, Chaplain of 
the DeSoto County Adult Detention Center 
and DeSoto County Sheriff Bill Rasco. The 
presentation will include a former DeSoto 
County student and family impacted by the 
opioid crisis.

Other participants include Dr. Ken 
Thompson, emergency room physician and 
DeSoto County Jail Medical Director, Chad 
Wicker, DeSoto County Jail Administrator 
and Sheriff’s Department Lt. Justin Smith.

“This has grown out of an area in our 
church ministry that I am a part of,” Her-

nando United Methodist Church member 
Cheryl Beene said. “I lead an intention-
al faith development team at Hernando 
United Methodist Church. We were trying 
to fi nd out what we can do to help families 
and help strengthen their faith. This year 
we have decided to do smaller conferences 
but this has turned out to be a big one. 
We are sending out information on this 
conference to all of our Methodist District 
churches. Because of the timeliness of 
opioid abuse, we feel this is something that 
can help people in our community which 
are dealing with this issue.”

Beene said Hernando United Methodist 
of late has been concentrating on issues 
which affect the family and family relation-
ships.

“Hernando United Methodist has made 
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