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BIG BOOT! Jags sweep Hernando as soccer playo� s start. P6

Lighting a spark

She’s an honor student with a near-per-

fect attendance record and a perfect 

grade-point average in her senior year at 

DeSoto Central High School, member of 

the National Honor Society, the National 

Technical Honor Society and president of 

her school’s SkillsUSA chapter.

She’s also aiming high to be a member of 

the U.S. Air Force once she graduates this 

spring, having signed on in the delayed 

enlistment program. 

By the way, Gretta McCourt is also one 

heckuva welder.  

The daughter of Jim and Heather Mc-

Court, Gretta has been a top performer in 

her welding class at Career and Technolo-

gy Center-West (CTC-West) in Horn Lake 

and she wants to carry on those skills into 

her future opportunities in the Air Force. 

McCourt was recently recognized by the 

Mississippi Construction Education Foun-

dation (MCEF) as its Student of the Month 

for the organization’s northern region, one 

of four such regions in the state. 

Grades, attendance, discipline in class, 

outstanding achievements, leadership 

abilities and post-graduation plans all 

factored into the selection. She is now 

eligible for consideration for the Student of 

the Year award from the MCEF, an award 

to be presented in May.

MCEF is a non-profi t educational foun-

dation that provides craft training and 

credentialing in more than 100 career and 

technical programs across the state. 

For McCourt, helping her father, who 

is an HVAC mechanic, got her inspired to 

pursue the welding trade.  

“I grew up with my dad, just messing 

around and doing it to fi x a few things 

around the house and build his little proj-

ects,” McCourt said.

McCourt is in her second year in the 

$8M sewer 
upgrade for 

O.B.

The Olive Branch Board of 

Aldermen unanimously voted 

recently to move forward with 

a maximum $8 million bond 

for the purpose of improving 

the city’s combined water and 

sewage systems. 

Demery Grubbs, fi nancial 

advisor to the city, appeared 

before the board to answer 

questions regarding the project 

and suggested that it was a 

good idea to authorize the 

proposal. 

Alderwoman Pat Hamil-

ton asked Grubbs to address 

concerns presented to her by 

a constituent, including how 

exactly the bond will be paid 

back and how long payments 

will be made. 

Grubbs says that payments 

to the water and sewage fund 

will go toward the bond. He 

also described that there are a 

few payment options he will be 

discussing with the board. 

“There is a 15, 20 and 25 year 

option,” said Grubbs. He sug-

gests the board go with a long 

term 20-25 year plan which will 

mean more people will be pay-

ing on it overtime besides the 

current residents. “We will be 

discussing options to see what 

best fi ts the city’s fi nancial 

posture,” said Grubbs. 

He mentions that the bond 

cannot exceed $8 million, so 

the project costs can fall below 

that amount.

The sewer service will serve 

the growing needs of Olive 

Branch, which has become one 

of the fastest growing cities in 

the nation. 

Honors student welds way to successful career

Ex-Supervisor John Grisham, Sr. dies at 87

SEE WELDING STUDENT, P12

‘This single class has made me 
learn so much and grow so fast, 

but it’s also given me reason-
able and applicable knowledge 
that I have taken and practiced 

out there.’
Gretta McCourt, welding student
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CTC-West student and DeSoto Central senior Gretta McCourt works on a weld in the Horn Lake school’s shop area as instructor Ricky Smith 

looks on. McCourt is the Mississippi Construction Education Federation’s Student of the Month for the state’s northern region.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
SINCE 1839

John Grisham, Sr., father of novelist 
John Grisham and a former DeSoto Coun-
ty Supervisor, died this past Sunday in 
Mountain View, Ark. He was 87.

Private funeral arrangements are set for 
Friday in Mountain View, according to a 
member of the extended family.

The elder Grisham, known to family as 
“Papa John” had ties to both Arkansas 
and Mississippi. John and Wanda Grish-
am moved to a farm outside of Black Oak, 

Ark. just after they married in 1952. 
Eventually, John, Sr. took a job with 

a construction company in 1962, which 
brought the family to Mississippi, Louisi-
ana and back to Arkansas in the summer 
of 1963. The family lived in Parkin, Ark. 
for about three years before moving again 
in 1966. The family moved to Memphis 
where John, Sr. became employed as a 
mechanic to support his growing family.

“He was a sharecropper when I was 
born and then went from mechanic to 
salesman,” said Mark Grisham. “He broke 
all sales records. It was a pretty incredible 

story.”
By the early 1970s, the Grishams and 

their fi ve children, John, Mark, Kenny, 
Beth and Wendy had settled in the South-
aven area. John, Sr. owned and operated 
a heavy equipment company, Grisham 
Equipment, which was in operation for 
several years.

John Grisham, Sr. was fi rst elected as 
DeSoto County Supervisor in 1985 and 
served two terms.

“His biggest accomplishment was to 
help get Southaven incorporated,” Mark 
Grisham said. “He was a good man.”

DeSoto County offi cials responded with 
sadness at the news of Grisham’s passing.

“I respected Mr. Grisham,” said long-
time DeSoto County Chancery Clerk, W.E. 
“Sluggo” Davis, now retired. “He believed 
that DeSoto County was going to be a 
progressive county like it is today.”

Condolences on behalf of the Grisham 
family may be expressed to P.O. Box 1652, 
Mountain View, Ark., 72560.

In lieu of fl owers the family has request-
ed that donations be made in his memory 
to Gideons International in Mountain 
View at P.O. Box 1134, Mt. View, 72560.
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