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OUTHUSTLED! Wolves take a serious bite out of Memphis Hustle. P6

Safe passage

As a professional engineer whose office 

is located adjacent to the busy historic 

Hernando Square, Tracy Huffman with 

Waggoner Engineering has noticed the 

safety issue of merchants, shoppers, 

attorneys and other professionals who 

must navigate onrushing traffic to sim-

ply walk cross the street.

For Huffman and others, it’s often a 

matter of taking one’s life in their hands 

to dodge the traffic as one crosses from 

Commerce Street to U.S. Hwy. 51.

“It’s a state highway so there is a lot of 

traffic,” Huffman said.

Many of the sidewalks and street 

access points are still not adequately 

handicapped accessible after several 

improvements to make them so during 

the past several years.

Keith Briley, Hernando Director of 

Planning, said Friday the long-term goal 

is to make the entire Square ADA (Amer-

icans With Disabilities Act) accessible.

“That will likely take several years 

and several projects,” added Briley. “For 

the most part it looks good but there are 

some places that need to be addressed.”

The City of Hernando consulted with 

traffic and safety experts with the Mis-

sissippi Department of Transportation to 

come up with a solution.

“It’s a city project that is being fund-

ed through the Memphis Metropolitan 

Planning Organization,” Briley said. 

“MDOT (Mississippi Department of 

Transportation) is the administrator for 

the project.

“They (MPO) will fund 80 percent of 

the project and the city will fund 20 per-

cent,” Briley said.

The project could be let out to bid in 

the spring, according to Briley.

Pair 
arrested 

on sex 
charges

DeSoto County couple have been 

arrested and are facing charges in 

connection with an alleged sex crime. 

The DeSoto County Sheriff’s 

Department late Monday afternoon 

announced the arrests of Steven Lee 

Colby, age 23, and Meara Carpenter, 

age 18. 

Colby and Carpenter are being held 

in the DeSoto County Adult Detention 

Center. Colby has been charged with 

fondling by a person in a position 

of trust. Carpenter, reported to be a 

girlfriend of Colby, was charged with 

molestation, touching a child for lust-

ful purposes. 

Colby reportedly was a substitute 

instructor for DeSoto County Schools 

and the arrests came after a student 

alerted school officials about a ques-

tionable text message sent to students.

However, Chief Inspector Roger 

Hutchins said in the information 

announcing the arrests that the case 

was a continuing investigation and he 

could not provide any further infor-

mation.  

DeSoto County Schools did release 

a statement after the arrests, which 

read as follows: 

“A student notified a Lake Cormo-

rant High School guidance counselor 

that a Kelly Services employee sent 

an inappropriate text to a group of 

students,” the statement read. “After 

investigating the situation, school 

officials contacted law enforcement. 

DeSoto County Schools’ number one 

priority is the safety of our students 

and staff.”

Kelly Services provides substitute 

services to the school district. No 

other details about what exactly 

happened to cause deputies to arrest 

Colby and Carpenter were immediate-

ly available. 

Pedestrian crosswalks to improve Square safety
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City of Horn Lake 

Human Resources 

Director/Assistant 

City Clerk Arianne 

A.J. Linville poses 

with her dog at City 

Hall. Linville pro-

posed the pet insur-

ance program that 

Horn Lake aldermen 

approved offering 

to it city employees 

during a recent 

board meeting.  

Horn Lake offers pet insurance to employees

SEE SAFE PASSAGE, P2

‘Just from a sheer safety stand-
point, it should help improve 

things. There is a lot more foot 
traffic there these days.’

Tracy Huffman, Waggoner Engineering
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Waggoner Engineering consultant and project engineer Collins Simpson unfurls plans for the city’s new planned pedestrian crosswalk as 

Mississippi State Department of Transportation officials and Hernando Director of Planning Keith Briley look on.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

BY ROBERT LEE LONG
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Household pets, such as your favorite feline 
or dapper doggie, now can be covered by 
health insurance and the City of Horn Lake 
has taken steps to offer such a group coverage 
program to its employees.

Aldermen, at its most recent meeting, 
approved allowing payroll deduction for a 
program which Human Resources Director/
Assistant City Clerk Arianne “A.J.” Linville 
said would make Horn Lake the first munici-

pality in DeSoto County, and likely the area, 
to mimic what Fortune 500 companies are 
already doing for their workers.  

“There are many employees who treat their 
animals like a family member,” said Linville.

Pet insurance is a supplemental benefit that 
employees can take and remove from their 
payroll deduction plans at any time.  

It is 100 percent paid for by the employ-
ee so there is no monetary cost to the city. 
However, by being a group program, rates 

Tımes-Trıbune WeekendTımes-Trıbune Weekend

BY BOB BAKKEN
STAFF WRITER

BY BOB BAKKEN
STAFF WRITER


