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QUISTORS SWEEP! Pair of wins at Southaven highlights prep sports action. P6

Saving lives

Third-year medical student Hunter W. 

McLendon is just one year away from be-

coming a medical doctor but the Hernan-

do native returned to his former school, 

Oak Grove Central Elementary School, 

in a bid to save lives.

Wearing a white monogrammed lab 

coat, McLendon, who is a University of 

Mississippi medical student, broke into 

a wide smile as he described how he sat 

in one of the very desks that students 

occupied on Wednesday.

“I attended school here more than 

15 years ago when I was in the fourth 

grade,” said McLendon, as his father, 

Hernando Alderman Michael McLendon 

looked on. “It’s really great to be back.”

“He wanted to be a doctor since he 

was old enough to talk,” said the elder 

McLendon. “He used to wear a little toy 

stethoscope around his neck.”

The younger McLendon, son of Vickey 

and Michael McLendon, attended Oak 

Grove Central from 2001-04.

But rather than nostalgia, McLendon 

had a serious message for the students at 

Oak Grove Central.

“My grandfather died from smoking 

and his brother did also,” said Hunter 

McLendon, warning students to stay 

away from cigarettes and smokeless 

tobacco. “Your heart has to work hard-

er. One of the bad things about lung or 

heart disease, which you can get from 

smoking, is that your lungs and heart 

have to work harder. That shows you 

how long-term tobacco use can do harm 

to your body.”

As part of a demonstration, McLendon 

had children run in place, while breath-

ing only through a straw, to illustrate 

the diffi culty that long-time smokers 

have with breathing regularly.

Two fi le 
for seat 
on H.L. 
board

The Dec. 12 special election 

to fi ll the open Horn Lake 

Board of Aldermen seat from 

Ward One will have two candi-

dates on the ballot.  

City offi cials reported that 

Michael Guice and LaWana 

Boone fi led and qualifi ed to 

have their names on the ballot 

by the Nov. 22 deadline.  

The seat became vacant when 

Alderwoman Amy Lay re-

signed from the board after she 

informed Mayor Allen Latimer 

and the board that she had 

relocated away from Horn Lake 

and now lives in Nesbit.  

Lay had served on the Horn 

Lake Board of Aldermen since 

2005.  

This will be the second time 

this year that Guice has run 

for a political offi ce in Horn 

Lake. A retired law enforce-

ment offi cer, Guice ran unsuc-

cessfully for mayor back in 

May, as Latimer was re-elected 

in the municipal election.  

Guice, a Marine Corps 

veteran and FBI National 

Academy graduate, had been 

in law enforcement for more 

than 30 years, but retired four 

years ago to care for his ailing 

mother.  

Boone will be entering the 

political arena for the fi rst 

time. She is a native of Mem-

phis who has lived in Horn 

Lake the past 13 years. Her 

Medical student returns to elementary school

Robert Long|DTT

Donna Gold-

man, Director of 

the Box Project, 

is asking for 

Winter Holidays 

sponsors to 

help make life 

brighter for 

residents of the 

Mid-South Delta 

region.

Box beneath the tree changes lives

SEE SAVING LIVES, P2

SEE SPECIAL ELECTION, P2

‘Anytime we give kids an oppor-
tunity to hear from a community 

leader that we’re able to bring 
into the school, it makes learn-

ing real to them.’

Stacey Pirtle, Principal, Oak Grove School
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Hunter W. McLendon, a third-year medical student at the University of Mississippi Medical Center in Jackson, returned to his elementary 

school, Oak Grove Central Elementary, on Wednesday to warn students about the dangers of smoking.
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Donna Gold-

Winter Holidays 

region.

Everyone wishes to have a brightly-colored 
box underneath the Christmas tree this Yule-
tide season, and at least one Mid-South nonprof-
it makes sure that boxes destined to brighten 
someone’s day come throughout the year.

The Box Project, a Hernando-based organiza-
tion with roots that reach back more than fi ve 
decades, is seeking a Winter Holiday sponsor 
for matching families. The deadline is 5 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 1.
The organization, located at 315 Losher Street 

on the historic Square in Hernando, matches 
families from 41 states in the U.S., with families 
living in rural poverty in counties that are clas-
sifi ed as rural in the Community Foundation of 
Northwest Mississippi’s 11-county service area.

Those individuals wishing to take advantage 
of tax incentives by giving to charity and claim-
ing that gift on their tax returns by becoming a 
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