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Intersection improvement

Intersection improvements on Craft 

Road in DeSoto County that’ll eventually 

lead to a widened road toward the Lewis-

burg schools have been delayed by two 

things this summer: rain and drivers 

going around the barriers. 

The DeSoto County Board of Supervi-

sors has met twice during the summer to 

address project delays. Thursday morn-

ing the board met again in an emergency 

meeting on the project to add turning 

lanes at Craft and Bethel roads and also 

get Craft Road north of the Lewisburg 

schools ready for widening to a five-lane 

road surface.  That part of the project is 

currently in the right-of-way phase while 

the intersection improvements and turn-

ing lanes are now being done.  

When completed, there will improved 

sight distance for drivers at the Craft/

Bethel intersection. The goal is to have 

the intersection done before Aug. 5, but it 

will remain with two lanes open at first.  

Board members approved change 

orders to allow the work being done to 

continue beyond the scheduled July 31 

end date. Patton Construction is the con-

tractor for the project, valued at about 

$1.3 million.

“We had an emergency meeting to get a 

change order so we can do some soil sta-

bilization done to speed up the process,” 

said Assistant County Engineer Scott 

Young. “We intend to have it passable 

before Aug. 6. The board is 100 percent 

committed. They were all in, put it as 

a top project and they want all of our 

resources put on it. The only thing they 

can’t control is the weather.”

Aug. 6 now becomes the most import-

ant date of the summer as far as the 

Craft Road project is concerned. That, of 

course, is the much-anticipated primary 

election day in Mississippi, and Lewis-

burg High School is a polling location. 

The next day, Aug. 7, is the first day 

for classes at Lewisburg and the rest 

of DeSoto County Schools. Traffic is 

expected to be heavy both days in that 

particular area.  

What has happened, Young explained, 

is that the combination of rain and driv-

ers going around barriers and into the 

construction zone has caused a big delay 

in the Craft Road completion.  

S’haven 

Waffle House 

 window 

shot out

Police in Southaven are trying 
to locate two people involved in 
an argument at a Waffle House 
restaurant that ended with a 
window being shattered. 

Officers were called to the Waf-
fle House at 8939 Hamilton Road 
near Stateline about 12:30 a.m. 
Friday morning. Officers found 
a window at the restaurant had 
been shot out when they arrived.  

In talking to witnesses, the po-
lice determined two people were 
involved in a disturbance inside 
the restaurant and one of  the 
subjects involved then left. That 
was followed by a single shot into 
the window.  

Police are now looking for 
two vehicles that witnesses said 
were involved in the altercation. 
They have been identified as a 
black Escalade and a white Dodge 
Challenger.

As the Police Department con-
tinues to investigate the incident, 
the public is asked to call with 
any information they may have 
about it. DeSoto County Crime 
Stoppers will also receive any 
tips about the case at 662-429-8477.  

The particular Waffle House 
where the Friday morning shoot-
ing took place was also the site of  
another shooting in May where a 
victim was shot in the leg.  That 
incident was also caused by an 
argument and resulted in the 
arrest of  Jimtarius Hampton, age 
23, of  Memphis.  

Supervisors meet on Craft Road delays

Bob Bakken|DTT

Palmer Home for Children CEO/President Drake Bassett announced on the 
Supertalk Mississippi Radiothon the start of a capital campaign for the 
construction of the Dr. Hugh Francis Jr. Wellness Center on the campus near 
Hernando. It is expected the facility, at a cost of about $7 million, should be 
completed by next summer. 

Palmer Home to build Wellness Center
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The Road Closed sign greets drivers trying to head north on Craft Road near  the Lewisburg school complex. County officials are urging driv-
ers to stay away from the area while crews work to complete the current project before primary election day  on Aug. 6.  

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839

Thursday was a big day for 
the Palmer Home for Children, 
as a fundraising radiothon 
was for the seventh year held 
on its campus near Hernando 
with the statewide radio net-
work SuperTalk Mississippi.

As the day was spent raising 
money while talking with 
Palmer Home officials, sup-
porters and youngsters who 
reside at the privately-fund-
ed, non-profit organization, 
CEO/President Drake Bassett 
announced on the program 
the start of  a capital campaign 
that will raise about $7 million 
for a new building.

The facility will be named 
the Dr. Hugh Francis Jr. 
Wellness Center, in honor of  
a long-time supporter and 

member of  the home’s Board 
of  Directors, Bassett said.

“Dr. Francis was a special 
person and a special part 
of  the Palmer Home story,” 
Bassett said. “He served on 
our Board of  Directors for 
decades and was truly com-
mitted to the Palmer Home. 
He led the charge to make sure 
that we provide opportunities 
for children, by way of  camps, 
education, but his heart was 
in it. We’re glad to honor him 
and his family.”

The Palmer Home for Chil-
dren started as an orphanage 
in Columbus about 125 years 
ago. The Hernando home was 
added and recently became a 
prime location for the residen-
tial foster care facility with 
the closure of  the Columbus 
home in March of  this year.

Bassett explained the Well-

ness Center will become a 
central part of  the Hernando 
home.

“We can incorporate things 
like classrooms, where we can 
help children who are strug-
gling with education,” Bassett 
said. “We have counseling 
where we are going to be able 
to help children with their 
emotional needs. We have a 
place for staff  and a place for 
having dinner. This is a large 
campus with basically six 
homes, but we need a central 
hub, a place for people to come 
together and we need a place 
where we can accomplish 
a variety of  things as well 
as provide some things for 
children like a gymnasium 
and pool, basic things that are 
accessible for them here.”
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