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NOT QUITE! Hustle comeback falls just short in loss to Blue. P6

‘Disney or bust’

A group of 10 Southaven Middle School 

students next month will spend some 

classroom time away from the walls of 

the Rasco Road West campus. In fact, 

Mickey Mouse ears may be required 

attire in this educational setting. 

The group, part of Ashley Riley’s 8th 

grade AP (Advanced Placement) English 

class at the school, will be involved in 

what is called The Disney Youth Educa-

tion Series.

Riley became aware of the program 

as she was using the book, “The Magic 

Kingdom: Seven Keys to Disney’s Suc-

cess,” in her classroom. The book details 

how the Disney brand became one of 

the most powerful brands in the world, 

through its focus on customer satisfac-

tion, exceeding expectations and respect-

ing employees.

Riley wanted to apply the book’s 

lessons into what she called, “The Dis-

ney Project,” where her students were 

placed into small groups with the task of 

designing their own “Magic Kingdom” 

Disney-style resort. 

“They have to do everything, from 

designing the outside of the building, the 

swimming pools, the rooms and lob-

bies, to creating restaurants and mak-

ing menus for each restaurant,” Riley 

said. “It’s a very, very detailed project. 

They’re doing this while all of the Seven 

Keys they read about in the book are in 

Special 
election 
set for 
today

It could a light turnout today 

for the special election that 

will fi ll a now-vacant seat on 

the Horn Lake Board of Alder-

man, a seat that represents 

Ward One in the DeSoto Coun-

ty community. 

Assistant City Clerk A.J. Lin-

ville Monday said there were 

no absentee ballots that were 

taken out in the weeks ahead 

of today’s election between 

Michael Guice and LaWana 

Boone.  

Voters did have their op-

portunities to do so, however, 

including two successive 

Saturdays at City Hall to pull 

absentee ballots for the vote 

that will fi ll a seat left by 

former Alderwoman Amy Lay, 

who resigned after her move 

from the city to another DeSoto 

County location.  

There are 2,132 registered 

voters in Ward One, Linville 

said, and a total of 211 votes 

were cast in the ward during 

the last primary election held 

there.

Goodman Road Baptist 

Church, 4368 Goodman Road 

in Horn Lake, is where today’s 

election will take place. Polls 

are open from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Guice and Boone both fi led 

by the Nov. 22 deadline to be 

placed on the ballot. 

This will be the second time 

this year that Guice has run 

Disney visit to be more than just fun time

Robert Long|DTT

Children at the ICS Head 
Start Center in Her-
nando will be staying a 
little warmer this year 
thanks to a coat drive 
by ICS Head Start and 
the North Mississippi 
Ministerial Association, 
along with business and 
city offi  cials.

Christmas gets a ‘Head Start’ with coat drive
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‘The projects I got this year were 
the best projects I’ve ever seen in 

my nine years of teaching. They 
put in just insane amounts of hard 

work with lots of creativity and 
just really took their projects to 

that Disney level.’

Ashley Riley, 
Southaven Middle School instructor
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The 10 Southaven Middle School students who are taking their Disney resort project to Orlando next month are (from left) Samiyah 
Thomas, Esther Lochridge, Brooklyn Stewart, Preston White, Mireya Bolanos, Aiden Alexander, Hayden Gamble, Nicholas Douglas, Joncarlo 
Dunlop and Jena Chambers. 

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER 
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Some children in the greater Hernan-

do area are staying a little warmer this 

winter thanks to the generosity of their 

Head Start director and teachers along 

with a group of local pastors.

“A seed was planted by some of the 

members of the ICS Head Start Center 

in Hernando to make sure that chil-

dren did not go without a warm coat 

at Christmas,” said the Rev. Andrew 

Miller. “They saw a need for it since 

some of the children come to the center 

without a coat.”

Miller said that’s when another orga-

nization stepped in to help out with the 

coat drive.

“The North Mississippi Ministerial 
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