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HAPPY JULY 4TH! Celebrating the signing of the Declaration of independence, July 4, 1776

Patriots’ Day

Family trumps just about everything 

in the Davidson family but faith and 

devotion to country and the cause of  

liberty and freedom ranks right up there, 

according to Charles F. “Chuck” David-

son III of  his close-knit clan.

For Davidson, 62, “Old Glory” will be 

fl ying high this Independence Day holi-

day outside his Hernando home.

Davidson served two tours of  duty in 

Iraq during a military career that has 

spanned 32 years.

Davidson rose to the rank of  Opera-

tions Sgt. Major in Baghdad, Iraq in 2003.

“During the year I was there, I was the 

senior enlisted guy,” Davidson said. “We 

lost 12 soldiers during that rotation, just 

in our own squadron.”

His wife Betty, who also hails from a 

military family, participated in efforts to 

memorialize the fallen.

“It seemed like very other month we 

were having memorial services at Fort 

Hood,” Betty Davidson said. “I would lay 

in the bed and wonder if  they were going 

to knock on my door tonight.”

Davidson described those days in Bagh-

dad, following the fall of  Iraq’s capital 

city, just like “the wild, wild west.”

“There was a lot of  looting going on,” 

added Davidson, who was in Baghdad 

just two weeks after the statue of  Iraqi 

strongman Saddam Hussein was toppled 

from its pedestal.

Davidson served in the desert of  Iraq 

for 10 months and then went back for a 

second tour in 2005.

Thoughts of  family and home were 

never far away.

Davidson is the protective younger 

brother of  his older brother Glenn, 65, 

Man ID’d
in lake

drowning
The elderly man whose body 

was pulled from an Olive 

Branch lake this past Friday 

has been identifi ed as John 

Noto, 67, of Olive Branch, 

according to DeSoto Coun-

ty Interim Coroner Joshua 

Pounders.

Pounders said that Noto’s 

mother had reported him 

missing.

“She reportedly had not 

seen him for a couple of days,” 

Pounders said.

Noto’s body was found fl oat-

ing in an Olive Branch lake 

early Friday morning.

Identifi cation on the scene 

was made diffi cult due to 

decomposition of the body. The 

death has been offi cially ruled 

as an accidental drowning, 

according to Pounders.

Noto’s body was sent to the 

Mississippi State Crime Labo-

ratory in Pearl for an autopsy.

“The Medical Examiner’s 

Offi ce was able to identify him 

by his fi ngerprints,” Pounders 

said.

According to Pounders, 

Noto’s body was discovered 

by a jogger who was jogging 

around a lake in the Lexington 

Crossing subdivision in Olive 

Branch.

“The two subdivisions share 

a lake from what I under-

stand,” Pounders said.

It is not known at this point 

how Noto got into the lake.

Faith, family, country motto of Davidson clan
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Area fi reworks 

celebrations are 

scheduled to take 

place over the 

Fourth of July 

holiday period.

DeSoto County celebrates Independence

SEE PATRIOTS’ DAY, P7

‘Patriotism comes from the 
heart. I love this country and the 
American fl ag. It’s the freedoms 

we enjoy as Americans, day in 
and day out.’

Chuck Davidson, retired U.S. Army Sgt. Major
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Betty  and Chuck Davidson and Glenn Davidson are part of a patriotic family that cherishes the American fl ag and service to our nation.
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holiday period.

As DeSoto County pauses on Inde-
pendence Day to celebrate American 
freedom, many local and governmen-
tal services will also pause to join in 
the celebration. 

All governmental offi ces will be 
closed on July 4 in observance of the 
holiday.  

Banks and fi nancial institutions are 
closed and there will be no mail deliv-
ery service on Wednesday. 

Garbage collection services are also 
being affected because of the holiday 
countywide. 

In the cities and unincorporated 
areas of DeSoto County, Tuesday 
regular collections are taking place 
as scheduled. However, will be no 

SEE FIREWORKS, P7
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