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NEXT GENERATION! Former Mustang soccer player Lashlee helping grow young talent.  P6

Forever green, gold

The poet Robert Frost penned these 

words to one of his most famous poems:

“Nature’s fi rst green is gold, 

Her hardest hue to hold.”

One might say that during the golden 

years of many seniors at Wesley Mead-

ows Retirement Community, green is 

now the predominant color that sur-

rounds them.

The lush garden plants, soothing water 

features and shady seating areas give 

residents a cool respite from the noonday 

heat. 

Gazebos and pergolas offer places to 

relax and enjoy good conversation.

It’s that atmosphere that will serve as 

the backdrop at Wesley Meadows Retire-

ment Community today.

Wesley Meadows will open its doors to 

the greater community during an open 

house celebration from 1 until 3 p.m. 

and unveil ambitious plans for a one-of-

a-kind Alzheimer’s campus house to be 

constructed in the future.

The new memory support unit will be 

one of the only facilities dedicated to pa-

tients with memory and cognitive issues 

in the North Mississippi region.

Wesley Meadows is operated by Meth-

odist Senior Services based in Tupelo 

and has been providing assisted senior 

living in Hernando for the past 22 years.

Offering a new patented “Green House 

Home,” the residential memory care unit 

is designed to differ from the typical 

“institutional-like setting” in traditional 

nursing home or senior care facilities.

In the “Green House,” residents have 

their own private rooms, can take meals 

in a communal setting if they choose, 

and enjoy “home-cooked, home-prepared 

meals” from a state-of-the-art kitchen 

and dietary staff trained to prepare 

Offi  cer 
wounded 
in fracas

A Southaven man is facing 

attempted murder charges after 

an overnight incident centered on 

a Southaven apartment. 

Police have identifi ed the 

suspect at Jerry Lee Beale, age 

29 of Southaven. Beale faces 

three counts of attempted murder 

against a law enforcement offi cer. 

He’s being held in the DeSoto 

County Jail in Hernando on $1 

million bond.  

Offi cers were called to 8180 

Southpark Circle shortly before 

midnight Tuesday night. A wom-

an told them a man inside her 

apartment was making threats at 

others and she wanted him out.  

Beale was met by offi cers inside 

the apartment, who noticed he 

had a fi rearm in his waistband.

When orders to place his hands 

above his head were not followed, 

police said Beale became visibly 

agitated and an offi cer used a 

Taser on him.

It was at that moment the report 

indicates Beale grabbed his 

fi rearm and fi red four shots at the 

offi cers.  

The man eventually surren-

dered but continued not to obey 

the orders of the offi cers, who had 

to then physically restrain him.  

Some of the offi cers were in-

jured in the incident, including 

one who received a laceration on 

his arm. However, it is unsure if 

the wound was due to a bullet or 

came during the struggle. 

All of those involved were 

checked out by emergency medi-

cal personnel when the scene was 

secured, but no one needed to be 

taken to a hospital for treatment.   

Police said the case is still un-

der investigation. 

Wesley Meadows open house set for Saturday
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Sarah Edmiston of 
SouthGroup Insurance 
Services in DeSoto 
County presents a 
check for $30,000 to 
Friends of Children’s 
Hospital. Edmiston 
(far left) is joined by 
Fidelis Malembeka, Bill 
Hulsey, John Scar-
brough and Ronnie 
Tubertini.

SouthGroup gives to Friends of Children’s Hospital
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‘We are now in the capital cam-
paign for the memory care unit. 
It’s exciting what is happening 

here.’

Marsha Brasher, Executive Director at Wesley 
Meadows
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Nancy Henson, 87 gets the royal treatment from Jamie Cliett, left, Marketing Director at Wesley Meadows Retirement Community and 
Marsha Brasher, Executive Director in advance of today’s open house.

SIMPLY MAKING LIFE BETTER SINCE 1839
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SouthGroup Insurance Services, 
sponsor and host of the annual 
Make-A-Difference 5K Race in Ridge-
land, presented a check to Friends of 
Children’s Hospital in Jackson last 
week for $30,000 from the proceeds of 
the 2018 race.  

SouthGroup has teamed with Friends 
of Children’s Hospital for the past 10 
years to enhance the Child Life Pro-

gram at Blair E. Batson Hospital for 
Children in The University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center in Jackson. 

Over 400 runners and walkers partic-
ipated in the race according to Sarah 
Edmiston of SouthGroup in DeSoto 
County.  “The winterish weather wasn’t 
great that day but it was a great day for 
the children’s hospital,” Edmiston said.   

“Over 100 SouthGroup employees and 
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BOB BAKKEN  is Staff  Writer and may be con-

tacted at 662-429-6397, Ext. 240. 


